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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION BY CANADIAN ARTIC 

A GAS PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT MIGHT 
| BE GRANTED ACROSS CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON 
fT TERRITORY AND THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES FOR THE 
q PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 
5 | | 
. and 
; | 
IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
| ECONOMIC IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION, 
OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 
| PROPOSED PIPELINE. 
(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner) 
| iF A yAte Ae . Fort Good Hope, 
| NoWeme es 
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Fort Good Hope, N.W.T. 
AUCs , L975 | 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, ladies and 
gentlemen, I am eorne to1Gall our hearing to order this 
afternoon now. Mr. Blair, of Foothills Pipeline Limited 
wanted to make a further statement, so I will call on 
Mr. Blair first this afternoon. Myr. Blain? 

MARY WILSON, interpreter: 

MR. BLAIR: Mr. Berger, there 
is one other thing we wish to say before the Inquiry 
leaves Good Hope. I have now asked John Ellwood to | 
tell the Foothills Survey teams to hold up anymore sur-| 
veying or testing on the route on the map which comes 
so close to Good Hope. We want to look at other places: 
for this part of the route and for the wharves. 

This means we will hold up 
using that land use permit, for soil sampling at the | 
Hare Indian River, spoken of yesterday. And we 

will be ready to discuss with the council the places 
for a pipeline and river crossing and wharves, which 
would bother the people here less if a natural gas 
pipeline is needed in the future. That may take time, 
but it will take the National Energy Board and the 
Government much time to consider when any pipeline is 
needed anyhow. 

When the Chief called me 
General Custer on Tuesday, I looked at the map to see 
if I could go at least a hundred miles around him, put 
out there is Great Bear Lake. But I do think that we 
dig not realize that 2b was so bad for this route to 


come so close to this community and we will work to 


change that survey and hope to make it better. 
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(REMARKS BY MR. BLAIR MARKED EXHIBIT C-133) 

















1 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
>| very much, Mr. Blair. I think Mr. Carter, we'll ask 

3 | you now, with Mr. Rowe's assistance to present the 

4 map that shows the settlement and the locations of the 
5 Arctic Gas Drill sites approved under the Land Use 

6 | permit that the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories 
7 granted last week. 

5 MR. CARTER: Mr. Rowe has that. 
7 Sir. And we will give that evidence now and we will 
10 | produce the map. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. I 
12] was going to ask Mr. Rowe to present this. Maybe he | 
13 | mightnsiththerécsoathetChiefhand therCounsellors could | 
14 | see the maps Gosaheads 

| DOUGLAS ROWE, resumed. 
15 | MR. ROWE: The sites which 
16 | Northern Engineering had applied for permit to drill 
17 to do their research work for Arctic Gas were submitted 
18 aS an exhibit yesterday. And the points I make today | 
19 | will be in clarification of that exhibit. 
20 | | Northern Engineering had | 
21 | applied for two sites to do some test drilling to detert 
22 | mine if the land would be suitable for a wharf site 
23 | and a stockpile area. These sites would be of approx- | 
24 | imately 25 to 30 acres in size. And would also include! 
| 

25 | the camp facilities for the dock workers and the stock-| 
26, , Pile workers,qgas welldasttheyvconstruction workers. | 
27 The first site which was applied 
28 | for, was very close to the village of Fort Good Hope. | 
29 | It was just north of the edge of the village where the | 
30 | people are living now. The reason that this site was — 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. D. Rowe 
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applied for originally was because it was thought at 


that time that the village might benefit from the use 


of the wharf after the construction had been completed. 














{ 
4 We were advised by our advisors 
5 | at that time that this was the case; that the village 
5 would--could use this site. Subsequent to that, and 
7 | after the discussion yesterday, we talked with Northern. 
a Engineering and they suggested that they would prefer 
| a site which was quite a bit removed from the village, | 
10 down by the mouth of the Hare Indian River. | 
i. THE COMMISSIONER: Why don't 
12 | you just carry on and complete your statement and | 
| 
13 | showing the Chief and the other members of the Counsel | 
ial the map. And then we might ask the Chief to summarize 
S| in Slavey what you've said. It's quite complicated. 
16 | MARY WILSON: That would be 
17 | better. : 
i | 
18 | é THE COMMISSIONER: Is that all 
19 | Baqht «with you, Mrs. Wilson? | 
i 
20 | MR. ROWE: So, as,it stands | 
ash now, the permit which was applied for immediately beside 
| 
aes the village, which I have indicated as site number 4 | 
23 | on this map, was denied by the Commissioner. He Chataee 
24 | that by the letter from the Commissioner--Commissioner 
25 | Hodgson, in that he said that there are other plans for 
26 | . this site, right beside the village. 
il 
ai) So he suggested that Arctic 
28 | Gassdrill site number, 3; which js about, 42,000 feet father 


29 | north of the village. 
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the river? 
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MR. ROWE: Right along the 
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| river, along the bank of the river. 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: And that's 

5 to the wharf? 

6 | MR. ROWE: Yes, the wharf and 

7 the stockpile site as well. We would prefer not to do 

3| that because that site isn't of particular interest. 

7 We did receive permission from Commissioner Hodgson to | 
10] drill Site number 2, which was roughly halfway from | 
111 the mouth of the river to the village. | 
12 | THE COMMISSIONER: That's half+ 
13} way between the village and the Hare Indian River? : 
14 MR. (ROWES "Thac &S COLLeCct, 

15 | yes. Approximately. 
16 The COMMISSIONER: THatvis 
bal where you would prefer, you say, to conduct the drill : 
18 tests to see if you could build the wharf and the stock~ 
59 pile site there? | 
20 | MR. ROWE: No, that is the one| 
24 that was--permission was granted for. The most ee ar wut 
22 Site would be right at the mouth of the river. And | 
23 | in this location, there is some seismic equipment pen 
244 at the moment. Right on that plateau that is up 
25 just above the river, there's a bunch of equipment stored 
26) ~Lnere. 
27 | That is the site that Northern 
281 Engineering would prefer tO Uraite. Ana that they are 
29 | dnt to be making an amendment to their initial appli-. 
30 | cation to suggest that they do not drill site 3. and 

| 
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1 that they move site 2 down to the mouth of the river. 
| 
1] THE COMMISSIONER: All cry, | 
rf so looking at this map, Sit ehht which is kat the mouth 

5 | of the Hare Indian River is where you want Ae tarel abun bese p ea 

| 

6 | the wharf and the stockpile site: Site 2, which is | 

7 | halfway between the river and Fort Good Hope is where | 

3 | eHddchmmiledtonah has given you permission toednnel ? 

9 | | MR. ROWE: '.That'sucorrect. | 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: And site 3 | 
ll you don't want. And Site 4, he won't let you have? | 
12) MR. ROWE: Yes, Site 4 was : 
13 denied, but he suggested that we drill Site 3. That was 
14 / his suggestion, to move up 2,000 feet and we would prefer 
rs | HOUlGOsdrill that. Because it isn't particularly suitable. 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: Deftyouowant-— 
17 | have you followed that, Chief and members.of the council. 
if Could you tell us the acreage 
1g which would be occupied by the stockpile sites? | 
54 MR. ROWE: Somewhere--the stock- 
21 | pile site itself would be about 25 acres. The associated 
22 | camp, 10 acres. So that the total land requirement | 
23° | would be 35 acres, roughly. | 
24 ! THE COMMISSIONER: How much TS 
25 | that in feet? | 
26 | : MR. ROWE: It would be roughly | 
27 | a quarter of a mile by a quarter of a mile, I suppose. 

28 | That--roughly in that, say about, 2,000 feet by 2,000 
29 | feet. . 
30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want 
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ACHMETT RERPBTINE LR: D. Rowe | 
| to add anything, Mr. Rowe, to--is anything on your paper 
2| that you want to add? | 
3 | MR. ROWE: I could perhaps | 
- describe briefly the manner that this work would be | 
5 done. | 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. | 

i | 
ao MR. ROWE: The equipment which | 
ce would be doing this work is mounted on a barge and the | 
9 | whole unit is self-contained. The living quarters, the 

10 | fuel storage, the drilling equipment, helicopters all | 

224 mounted on a barge. And the crews would be living right 

12 | on the barge and would have absolutely no interaction 

13 | with the town or any of the surrounding area, except to. 

14) go. ashore, fo. do. their, survey work,,and. theirs drdlling 

is | programs. 

16 THE, COMMISSIONER:..-Chief, do | 

ly | you want to translate for the people what Mr. Rowe has | 

18] said? Mr. Rowe, would you leave your map behind and | 

19 the a eee four sites on it, will be marked as an | 

20 exhibit. And Miss Hutchinson as soon as.we get to | 

24 Whitehorse, we will photostat that and send a copy along 

22° to Chief T'Seleieand Mr. Louison. | 

oA (WITNESS ASIDE) | 

24 | (MAP SHOWING PROPOSED WHARF AND STOCKPILE SITES MARKED | 

25 EXHIBIT NUMBER C-134) | 

26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bell | 

2h here you are. Would you like to present your evidence | 

28 | about your maps now? | 

as . MR BCELLS i ok ‘Manust4waiting | 

30 for my witnesses. | 
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ASLLWEST REPORTING LTO. M. Boucan 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

1] THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I 

2 | see. While we are waiting for Mr. -- are you all 

3 | set? 

4 My poo: «§«=6NNO> 6am not. 

5| 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, all right, 

7| we'll carry on. Any other people then who wish to 

7 give evidence, there was a lady sitting there, I am | 

9 S0rry, ivshould invite you back, ma“am. 

10) MARTHA BOUCAN, sworn. 
1| THE INTERPRETER: hic is | 

| | 

12 | Martha Boucan. She is not going to take too much time ! 
13 | because some other people might want to talk too. | 
14) She said if it's so easy for the white people to 
15 | come around and do all that kind of work around 
16 | here, around us, how come, she says, not one can : 
17 | easily bring us a stick of wood or a pail of water : 
18 after doing all- what they want on our land, around | 
19 | us here. | 
ed She says that the time when | 
a she was younger, she says, wherever we travelled to : 
22 | hunt and trap, she said, we didn't follow the cat 
23 | roads and all that, she says, because there was | 
24 | no cat roads and anything like that, she says. We | 
25 | made our own roads, and she says we travelled on | 
26 - that. | 
27 | Wherever there was fish lakes 
28 | our husbands used to have nets on those lakes to 


at fish for us, and if there was no fish lake to set 


| 
30 | a net on, she said, they didn't sit around, they 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


went out hunting or snaring rabbits so that they would 


have food for their families. She said that was not 
living in a house, she said, we lived in tents most 
of the time when we go around travelling, hunting 
and trapping. 

She said she had three boys 
and her old man, each made his own snowshoes, not 
one of them said he didn't know how to make it. They 
each made their own. 

She said we never used to 
see any other kind of roads than our own, but now, 
she say, you see cat trails every where you go, she 
Says you see nothing but roads here and there. 

She said she can't help think 
but how could the wild animals not be disturbed with 
all the equipments and everything that is making 
those roads? j 

She said, we native people, 
we all know one another all the way up Franklin, 
Fort Norman and around there. She say we are just 
like one big family. She say we all live the same 
way and she says we want to continue to stay that 
way, that's why, she said, we are so against the 
pipeline coming through because we know that it is 
going to disturb us some way. 

When I talk about being out 
in the bush, hunting and trapping, she said, I meant 
that. We used to travel by dog team everywhere we 


went, it used to be by dog team only. 


When we lived in the bush like 
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Cy Guay 


that, she say, we used to go all the way up to the 
mountains to get meat and she says, we used to 

dry all our meat and then when it is time to head 
back, we used to relay stuff with the dog teams to 
come out of the mountains, at the time her boys 
and the old man was alive, she says, that's the 
way we used to live. 

She said the time is so dif- 
ferent now from the time that I am talking about. 
Even the young people are not the same any more. 

She said she's not only 
worried about herself, she says she is worried, she's 
got a lot of grandchildren who she worries about, 
that's why her too, she says, she don't want to think 
about the pipeline coming through this way. 

She said not only the pipeline, 
since the liquor was opened to the Native, she said, 
a lot of my relatives died on account of liquor, she 
said, I'll never forget that. 


She says that is all that 


she has to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
CHARLIE GULLY, Sworn. 
The INTERPREGER: He ‘says 
he’s got a cold and on g@topsef that.he sis.kind .of 
nervous, but he has got a lot of children so he 


wants to say something. 


He says we are all sitting here 
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in this room, he says we're all people, we are all 
human beings, but he say in another way we are 
different from the, white because of the way we live 
our lives. 

And the «=. way we're different 
is that the white people, they live on just about 
everything they raise, like the farmers that have 
their cattle, that's what they use for food. They 
sell them and that's what the whitemen use for food, 
and for vegetables and everything like that, I guess, 
but us Natives, he says, we're different, and we 
don't grow anything for our food, he says, we go 
out in the bush and he says, that is where we get 
our food from. 

He says that's why we talk 
so strongly about our land, because we depend so much 
on it. He says, our parents are gone now,: our grand- 
parents, but - we still live on the same land 
that they did 1 SO AtyY is subt like they are still 
living with us. 

You look around and you 
see all the Native people in here and the ones that 
died, we all were born around here and we all 
grew up from the food that came off our land, he says 


that's what our parents fed us, the food off the 


* land. 


He said he was born in 1926. 
And his father died in the year of 1947, but he 
says that the land is still here and he still could 


use it the way his father taught him to, so to me 
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| 
| he said, it is like my father is still alive with 
| 














2 | me. 
3 a Before, he said, my father 
al made sure he taught me everything when I was growing 
f 
5 up, he says. He taught me how to make my own 
6 | snowshoes, how to go out and set a net in the 
7| summer, in the winter, how to set a trap, how to 
i! 
3 snare rabbits, everything that you have to do to 
9 | make a living on the land, he said, my father made | 
by sure that I learned that before he died. And he | 
11} said now, he said, I am a married man with ten | 
12| children, he said, I tried to raise them up the | 
13| same way, tried to feed them off the land like | 
lai my dad did for me. 
15 | Ten children, he said, you 
16 | look at them now, I don't think you see one that 
\ 
17 | Looks (like st as -starving. : 
18 ; He said, maybe if they put 
19 | the pipeline, they lay the pipeline, he say maybe | 
20 | the gas might not spoil the pipe itself, the metal, : 
21) whatever kind that they use, but he say that the | 
a water will, because he said, if you throw a can 
23 | or something and leave it in the water all the / 
24 time and keep it wet, he said, it will rust and | 
25 | there will be a hole in it, maybe in ten years | 
val . time or before that. : 
27 | He said that lake he mentioned, 
28 | him and another guy found an axe in the water, in that 
29 | ieee and he said Pe axe is made of solid iron. He 
30 | said, even that, he said that iron had holes in it | 
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N. Kakfwi 


from the rust from the water. 

He said that he could say 
more but he is not feeling too well, he says he 
hasagot tagcold -" hire throat <1s SOrG,; moo that 
is all ne de say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you, sir, I appreciate your coming forward even 
though you weren't feeling well. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

NOEL KAKFWI, Sworn. 

MR. KAKFWI: Mr. Berger, anda art the 
delegates, I'd like to putout a few words of what I 
have seen since I was a kid and up until today, 
but I can't very well go through everything because 
if I go through everything, it is 62 years and that 
is amighty long time to remember all of those things, 
but the main things I want to say, the main things 
that I seen and what is happening, and I am going 
LOVLCLY ana. Make it as short as i* can. 

I had my brother here talking 
a couple days ago about my dad. He is 97 now and 
he used to make his living out of the country. He 
is still alive. I guess he used mostly the country 
Food. He has stiili-gqot alt his’ teeth yet’ ~At~97 
his eyes are still good. He is pretty weak now, but 


he is still doing good for the age. 





I remember back when I was about) 


four’ years ago we sed to leave” this town here early 


in June. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Did you say 


\ 
| 
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four years ago? 

A When I was four years 
Old: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, yes, 
yes, thank you. 

MR. KAKFWI: You see I am 60 
years myself. I'm sorry--- I am Noel Kakfwi from 
Fort Good Hope. 

We'd leave here early in 
June and my dad, he used to have about five dogs, 
that we used to pack our stuff with, he used to 
have a kind of a saddles on them to bring their 
supplies. If you go about 180 miles cross country, 
it takes about two months anyway, roughly. What 
we survived on was the games from the country, either 
rabbit, fish or caribou, ducks in the summer, any 
wild berries when the summer was on. There used 
to be four months work, my dad used to work out four 
months from June until the last part of November, 
without a piece of bun or a spoon of sugar in our 
tea and we still enjoyed it. They enjoyed it, they 
didn't have no stove, nothing, we had outside fire, 
camp in the summer. In the fall when it got cold 
he built a little igloo with a little open fire 
right in the centre, but it was lovely days. How 
beautiful was the country. 

Now we just can't tell what's 
going to happen. These things could be carried out 


yet. After that I went, my dad start to move into 


town and I grew up a little bigger, sent me to school, 
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1| and then I stayed three years in school. I didn't 
>| Gare .tooumuch -for it. 
3 x: I came back and started to 
7 see what's happening. My dad went, put out a big 
5 store down about 80 miles from here. I only 
6 | had three years education, it wasn't much, but I 
7| went and done the work just the same. Those days 
7 the white peoples were coming in the north. Fur 
9 | price was good and we traded every whiteman that 
10 came in this north here, whoever came into our 
11] camp with the best of what we had. But just feel 
12 now, I was kind of shaky all day yesterday just 
13] hearing what's going to happen after doing all our 
14] best to greet the men when they come in the north, 
15 | come into our camp. Those fellows made enough 
16 | money in trapping, what they did, they went south. 
17 | Never athink .of us back here. Their little cabins 
18 aye all telling today wmeltts just like that .big 
19] doovin Dawson,City when that big,gold_rush. They 
20 | went their for the gold, to make their money, 
21| shooting each other, gambling, drinking, selling 
a7 booze to the Native peoples, when they made the 
23) money they went back south, left the peoples here, 
24 and the town is just like a ghost town, which, if 
25 | those people didn't come north like this, this could 
26 | . have bean still used. 
27) This makes us feel what's going 
2g to happen when the pipeline comes through. Who is 
29 | going Loge tnt ne vave fromsitva.- gdon ti think any 


30 | of the people from the north will get that. 
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1 I went to Prince Edward Island 
"| Ue! sprigg ane 1. was tlying iff tie aire The Lard | 
3] out there most the, time when you can see through the | 
4] clouds, look like that checker on the floor there, 
5| it ‘looks to me like a checker, there ain't’ a darn place where 
6 | a little rabbit can’ live’or a ‘chicken 'carn “Hay their | 
" eags, where can a caribou feed? | 
a I was thinking, no wonder | 
oki they're trying to open up the pipeline. They haven't 
ae got a place to get anything, only work, but IT don‘t | 
4 think that they have got so much work. | 
ca Coming ack in “Toronto ] Hopped | 
3 over night. They claim there is about 2 million | 
14 | people there. I suppose all those people need 
15 | work to eat and I understood that they are getting 
16 | a 10e Of these Cninese from overseas in Toronto. 
17 | No wonder they're trying to open the north’ and get ! 
18 | this pipeline going. They're going to rush those | 
19 people in the north, get them to do the work on the | 
20 | pipeline. | 
| Not) in my time, but’ rn about | 
22 | -- oh, well, say, give them a good stretch, about ! 
3 | 30 years from now, we'll see a lot of these little | 
24 | young generation with their little eyes like these, | 
ca little Chinese eyes half closed. I am sorry to | 
a > gay ‘this, it is not theirfault, but we will see lots | 
27 Of 2c. LE won't be wn time, Dut 2 tney Open 
28 up this pipeline obs 
29 | In Yellowknife last week I 
30 | Spent about eight days there,” Cut orcuriosity I went | 
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into the offices and I was exploring the buildings 
and different places. All I seen was those white 
peoples with the brown hair, white collar, neckties, 
sitting on the desk, and I looked around if I could 
see one Native fellow, one Dene. Nothing doing. 

There must be pretty 
close to a couple of a hundred people that been 
educated, as much educated as those fellas. 

This is just what is going to happen when the 
pipeline opens. Do you think we will be given a 
chance? No way. 

Those fellas, hired by the 
government there, they'd be travelling around, even 
to a toilet right across the street there-- 
they got their own truck, and my poor peoples, I 
mean, some of them are hired, but they walk, or 
else Youwpay few dollars to a taxi to gét.a lift. 

This is just exactly what 
is going to happen. This is why I heard my people 
say, even little teenagers camedown, sit down here 
and want no pipeline. 

They're given more chance 
than us poor peoples in the north. For instance 


I've got something down here a couple of years 


ago, there was the superintendent of the -- Mackenzie 


anyway -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: The 
what -- 
A He was the game 


superintendent of the Mackenzie District. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes, 
yes. 

A Well, this fellow here, 
somebody went and report him or somethirg and the 
way this story goes, he claims he was shooting a 
sheep from quite a distance, I don't know if it 
was bush or rocks, but that fellow claimed that 
he went and took a shot at a sheep, shot one sheep 
and the bullet went and hit the rock and then 
went out from there and shot another one with it. 

Do you fellows here sitting 


down here in this room here, do you believe that? 





I don't think it has ever happened, but he got 
fired. The next day he got another job, our Com- 
missioner he went and gave him another job the 
nextiiday.# aDo iyouethink that@they"1]1 do vthat with 
us? No way. 

If a native is fired he 
is fired. There is nobody that's going to back 
us up and say this fellow needs a job, even it 
was done, they'll never give us a job again. 
This is just exactly what is going to happen when 


the pipeline comes through. They'll be sending 


peoples from all over, even from Europe, the way 
they're doing, bringing peoples into Toronto. They" 11 be | 
bringing them here and what are the people going | 
to be here doing? We're going to lose our rights. : 

Now, I've got another little 


short one. Even a loan, they said a loan for the 


people in the north is available, small business loan 
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ana #tnat. § I*think “in ‘this district--I. went and 
talked a lot. I wanted to get a -- try and apply 
for a $5,000 loan for fishing. I know I could 

do it. No, they turned me down. They don't think 
I could do it. -- And all around Slave Lake there 
is the white people with the big business, they 
got the loan and they are running full swing with 
the fish. You think those fellows know more about 
Proly than) aor "4. aon t tnitink "Sof 44E bet I get 

a little short net right across the room here and 
him and I, whoever got the loans go out to a fish lake. 
I can show them how I can catch a fish and they'd 


have nothing but maybe weeds in their net. 


These things are all happening. 


This is why. I have been sitting here two days and 
translate a little bit, I was shaky, because I know, 
I know what iS going to come. 

This north is rich, we've 
got everything in it. We like to see our peoples 
carry on the dand way so that things will go right 
for the whole people according to all the Good 
Hopers here came through and asked for no pipeline. 
I seen this much, I seen a lot more than that, but 
if I go through all that it willtake the whole afternoon 
and it is better to give a little chance to everybody 
tO” Say theirr-part® 

So this is how much I have 
to say and I am going to translate my own paper in 
a8 own language. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
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very much, Mr. Kakfwi. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
GREGORY SHAE, Sworn. 
MARY WILSON, interpreter: 

THE INTERPRETER: His name 1s 
Gregory Shae and he is 60 years old and he said 
my land means a lot to me, so that's why, he said, 
we are all talking the same way about our land. 

He said, the native people never went out south 
to claim somebody else's land or country. 

He says the whiteman comes 
here and says the Government or the president of 
some company, and he says I can't see what the 
Government has to say about the land around here. 
He said this land was here a long time before 
the white man ever saw the North. 

He says five years ago -- 
NO; et Lixrst Ne said tin his came, he says, when 
I was young and there was hardly any development 
going around in the North, he says, you never 
hardly see a dead animal anywhere, but since the 
companies start working on the land, he says you 
see a lopsol that. 

Five years ago, he said, 
when he used to live down somewhere along the 
Mackenzie,he said on the cat roads, he says sometimes 
you see a moose track heading towards where a road 
was, but most of the time it don't cross the 
cat road for some reason. It turns around and back 
tracks instead of crossing it, and’even rabbits, 


they're decreasing now, he says maybe on account of 
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all the land being cut up by the roads, by the 
seismic, things like that. 

He says even just a simple 
cat road will disturb an animal like that, he 
said, can you imagine what the pipeline will 
be, he said, if they ever putt “through;’-and 
supposing there is a fire, even if they put it 
50 feet under the ground, he says, if there is a 
forest fire, it will probably blow up. 

He says that he sees a lot 
of dead animals. He says some -- even beaver on 
some lakes, you see dead beavers floating. Things 
like that, he says, make us think what will happen 
if the more white people come down to put a pipeline 
out. He says, we worry about our children for the 
future. He says that's why we are so against the 
pipeline going through this way. 

He says even today, he 
Sad, arte wasn't for what we take off the land, 
he said, we'd probably be starving now on account 
of the prices in the store -- the one store we 
have here. You buy just a little piece of meat, 
just enough for a meal he says, you'll never get 
that piece of meat for under $10.00. He says that 
nobody can afford that. 

So if they spoil the land 
and we can't get the animals off the land anymore, 
he says, how can we make our living. He says 
or probably be starving. He says I don't think 


we'll ever say yes to the pipeline. 
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L He says he'll give a chance 


Le) 


to other people to say what they want to say so 











24 that is all he's going to say. 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
5 Mr. Shae. 
6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
7 I 
GRANT SCOTT, sworn. 
3 | MARY WILSON, mnitempre tec 
9 | Mike SSCOTTs My name is Grant Scott. 
ll Mr. Berger, I have lived in the Northwest Territories 
JEU 
al for ten years. Two years here in Fort Good Hope and 
ll} 
A the other eight years in Fort Norman, Fort Simpson, 
a Fort Liard and Fort Resolution. 
7? These five settlements I have 
al lived have shown to me fiver ditferent results of 
> it 
a, development. They have shown me that as development 
6 | 
a increases, the native peoples' dependency on the 
a Government also increases. 
Al I have lived in a settlement 
- where development was very, very little, where there 
of was no government programs except for education, 
| where the total amount of money spent on welfare 
| would be less than $200.00 in one month and where 
| the people were totally dependent on their land 
“| POLMUNG Ee lAVING. ga eel ved mania sel tc lLenent fox 
threé. years and will always remember the people 
of there with my deepest respect. 
| The other settlements I have 
a lived in have been exposed to more development, some 
ay more than others, and as more development arrives 


the people depend less ‘on the land and more on the 
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Government. I have seen it happen. The construction 
of a pipeline will drastically affect the lives of 
these people in many ways. I sincerely hope that the 
land claims are settled before any pipeline is 

burle. 

THEACOMMISSSONER: ‘Thank you 
Very muCcia ui.) SCOte.suMr: SCOtt;, the community 
you mentioned in which the people were still largely 
living off the land and dependency on welfare was 
very limited, was that Liard? 

A Yes. 

Q In what capacity have 
you lived in each of these communities, do you mind 
telling me? 

A was: farstiin fort Liard 
in 1965 until '68, with the Hudson Bay Company, and 
im'*Fort’ Norman, Fort Resolution, Fort Simpson and 
my first year in Fort Good Hope also with Hudson 


Bay Company. 


Q And you are still with the 


Hudson's Bay Company here? 

A Now “Tworyears ago I 
left Good Hope for a year and went to Fort Liard 
again as a Settlement Manager with the Territorial 
Government and I returned here again last year. 

Q And, well, what is your 
capacity here in Good Hope now? 

A Settlement Manager. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see. 


Well, thank you very much, Mr. Scott. We would like 
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GE HirO mE DORMS BEE o. eget 
G. Barnaby | 
| 
l to keep your statement and have it marked as an 
2 | exhibit, if we may, and I think we will adjourn now 
3 for a few minutes for a cup of coffee and we'll | 
a Start again. | 
5 (SUBMISSION OF GRANT SCOTT MARKED EXHIBIT C-135) : 
6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
7 
| (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
: | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
9 | 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, | 
LL ladies and gentlemen -- ladies and gentlemen, I will | 
12 | call the hearing to order this afternoon again and 
13) I have been asked to say that there will be a 
14 supper here in this gym tonight at six o'clock. Please 
15 | bring your plates and cups and silverware and 
16 | everyone is invited. So, we are ready to begin 
17 | again and -- 
‘all GEORGE BARNABY, RESUMED. 
am | (Sworm . “© VOU. 20, Dagersl7 66) 
19 | CHIEF T'SELEIE, interpreter: | 
MR. BARNABY: I would like to direct 
20 | a question.to Canadian, Arctic: Gas. Since Foothills | 
21 | Pipelanes, has, responded ‘to the wishes and concerns | 
sail of the people in cancelling their testing and research, 
ssl i would. like:ito) ask Arctic Gas if they are willing 
24 | to do the same. 
25 ThE GCOMMESSTONERS® “Dor you | 
26 | want to translate the question? 
>| Mr. Carter, do.you wish 
og to respond to that question? 
9 | MR. CARTER: Yes, I will, 
30. Sir . 
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As Mr. Rowe stated, Chief, 
the consultants to Arctic Gas, Northern Engineering 
have looked at the sites which were approved by 
the Commissioner and the one closest to town that 
the Commissioner moved, they do not wish to drill 
that and they've decided that in view of what the 


feeling of the townpeople is, it would be better to 


be further away from the village, as far as possible, 


and it is for that reason they are looking at the 
Site right by the mouth of the Hare River. They 
will have to have the Commissioner's approval to 
drill at that site there and they do not intend 
to drill at the site about halfway between the 
village and the Hare Indian River which was approved 
by the Commissioner, so there will be no drilling 
at the site near the townror halfway between here 
and the river as approved by the Commissioner. 
They wish to drill at the mouth of the Hare Indian 
River and in order to do that they will of course 
need the tere approvals.) Sombhat® is: ‘the 
present policy of Actic Gas. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 


Mr. Rowe pointed out the site at the mouth of the 


Hare Indian River earlier this afternoon where Arctic 


Gas wants to drill the site for the wharf and the 

stockpile yard. I take it from what you say, Mr. 

Carter, that Arctic Gas still wants to proceed 

at that site with the drilling program once it has 
ceased the ee ee of, the. authorities, is that 


the situation? 
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1 MR. CARTER: That's correct, 


ine) 


| Sir. It may not be possible to do that this year, 


| 
7 but it would have to be done at some point, whether 


























4 it is done this year or next will depend upon the 

>| decision that the Commissioner makes on the application 
6 | for the drilling at that site. 

7 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, are 

g | you saying that Arctic Gas does not have any right to | 
9 | drill at the mouth of the Hare Indian River now under | 
10 | the land use permit that the Commissioner granted 

1) LO yCou? 

! 

123) MR. CARTER: That is correct, | 
13 | Sari | 
14 4 THE COMMISSIONER: But you intend 
15 | to apply for another land use permit that would allow | 
16 | you to.duill for the wharf and the stockpile yard 
17 | at the mouth of the Hare Indian River. You intend 
18 | to make that application to the Commissioner or | 
| whoever it is? | 
20 MR. CARTER: That is correct, | 
21 | Sir, 
22 | THE COMMISSIONER: You under- | 
e5 stand the answer to that, don't you -- do you, Mr. 
24 Barnaby? Carry on, if you want. Mr. Carter, | 
25 | maybe you'll just stay with us a moment, mike in | 
26 | - hand. 
27 MR. BARNABY: So that means you have | 
| no plans to terminate any research that you're doing, 
ced wewenee correct? 

30 
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G. Barnaby 


MR. GARTER: Well, I* think 
I would be repeating, but what they have done is 
decided that in view of the wishes of the town, that 
the further away from town they could be, that would 
be better, so they've -- they are going to make 
an application to the Territorial Government to 
drill near the mouth of the Hare Indian River. But 
as far as a blanket commitment not to carry on any 


further testing, they've not made that decision. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Essentially, 


as I understand Mr. Carter, he is saying that they 
do not intend to a eRe any of the places where 
the Cammissioner gave them the right to go ahead and drill, 
but they have picked out a site at the mouth of the 
Hare Indian River, where there is some seismic 
equipment already, and they are going to ask the 
Commissioner, ask the Territorial Government, for 
a land use permit that will allow them to drill 
there so that they can build a wharf and stockpile 
Site there. That is site number four on that map 
that Mr. Rowe showed you earlier this afternoon. 
Wieatoes What you are telling Us, isn’t it? 

MERC PICARTER Sf VES, Lt 1s) 
sin. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So whether 
that sounds like terminating all plans to drill or 
NOL Ts a matter for you to decide’. 

MR. BARNABY: No, what I hear him 


implying is that the people are concerned of the 
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drilling in front of town and that they would rather 
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PO 











have it at the Hare Indian River and I don't like 
that implication at all. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, 


‘I didn't get that. 


MR. BARNABY:What I hear him saying 
is that people don't want any testing near town 
and that they would rather have it further away and 
that implication: isnnot:-= 

THEyCOMMZSSIONERsee Dedonst 
think that Mr. Carter is saying that. He is saying 
that Arctic Gas has decided that they want to do 
the drilling for the wharf and the stockpile yard 
at the mouth of the Hare Indian River. That is 
what it all comes down to, isn't it? 

Mra CARTER eaves 5 

THESCOMMISSIONERt%o6 -Well;, I 
think that is as far as we can get along that line, 
soy thank, youynMre Carter. 

If you want to translate that, 
Chief, go ahead and do the best you can. 

Well, we're ready for anyone 
else to speak who wishes to make a statement, anyone 
who wishes to come forward. 

ALPHOCINE MCNEELY, sworn. 

MRS. MCNEELY: Moenane a Seep 
McNeely and I am the mother of five: two boys 
and three girls and they are all going to school 
— and I'd like to talk on education. 


Education today has got a lot 
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ee A. McNeely 
| 

7 of pressure on both the parents and the children. 

2 | Sure we want our children to learn how to read and 

3 write, but on our conditions as Dene people, not 

4, the way the Government wants our children to be 

5 taught. 

| 

6 | In the school now they are 

7| teaching the children how to read and write. Sure, 

2 that's fine. We like to learn how to read and 

9 | write, but education should be changed so that a 

10 | child can go to school, say, about three months, 
" four months or five months and then the parents 

12 should have the right to say their sons and daughters 
13| get educated in the bush and learn the Dene way 
1a| of thifes 

15 | We'd like our children to 

16 | learn the traditions of the Dene people's life. 

17 Tradition is when a young boy goes out to-see his 
138 | traps, hunt, and the first kill he has there is a 
19 | big celebration among tae) people. So this young 
20 | boy shoots a moose, there is a feast. Not only that, 
21| the mother does her part: tans the moose hide, 
22 splits the moose hide between all old people, plus 
23 | the meat with all the old people. This is the 

oa | way that land and animal is respected in the Dene 
35 | way’ of Wife. 
eu Tradition is when a young 

aT | girl turns from a young girl into womanhood. There 
28'| toot there tiswaspecral kind of icelebration for her. 


29 | Thvsrs stradieon, she's gouktowstay in and» her mother 
| 


shows her how to sew, for about a month she stays 
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ee ee A. McNeely 
| 

1| and she learns all the different things that a 

2 woman has to learn to keep a home going. 

a aR Tradition is when there is a 

i funeral, you see the pall bearers. This should be 

5 | tCaughtttotthetichildren} ourytraditionstywThe pall 

6 | bearers go out, stay up for at least a week, maybe 

7 have two hours sleep every night and keep whoever 

7 is in grief happy, go around cutting wood for the 

9 | people and helping everybody out. This is tradition. 
10 | But with today's education, with the whiteman's 

11} way, this tradition is slowly dying, and people used 
12] to go out in the bush, to their hunting, trapline, 
13) for all winter. Come in during Christmas, go back 
14] after New Year, come back for the Easter time, 

15] go back for spring hunt. Then when they come back, 
16 | when everybody comes in after the spring hunt there 
17 | is another tradition of celebrating again. 

13 | . So when the celebration goes 
19 | on they have a big feasitnt At that time this community 
20 was not as big aS it is today. They set a big 
21 | tarp out on the ground, all the womans do their 
2 | share of cooking the Dene people's grub. No whiteman's 
23 | grub, and then they have a feast. After they finish 
24 | it's all cleared away and then all the old people 

25 | and start their hand gambling which lasts sometimes 
26 | - three days. 

27) Those were happy days for 

23 | the Dene people. Nowadays when you are going to 

29 | Fate one something there has always got to be 

30| alcohol involved. In those days no alcohol was needed 














& ai exeds aad et odd shwe® i Wes He ea 2 olphe 
| aq bivone eid -satessed Ifsq odd Sea -ney ,fexsaut 
| fisq ont GOL abe3 1wo ,coxblide ed od dafipust 
| adifam teow  debel $6 26% qu yess \t80 op aaexssd 
| Aevsodw Gesy bas Jiipin yasvs qeote /eiwom owt ound 
eit 20% boow onkasyo bawoxs op vasa Pedspymbewt 
| oisthsxs at afd? 309, ‘yhodyseve paighend bas: elqoed r 
@' names idw. ois dtiw noi teoubs. a'yebos Adin tua 
beay elqesey bas verti yb) yiwede ee apis tbaxs, egidt .ysw 
eaitgert vpettavd sredd of \deud odg ak .tuo op oF 
| Hoad Op .asmteiwt? pabtwh wi ama? , tetatw Ife 2x02 
| , omit stage eit ~ot stosd smoo 168 wet xetis 
woud ofoo yods ined ert? vet nod prénge 20? Aosd op 
stots gaud vaixtge edt xette at eemoo ybodywzeve nocd 
SEs. paktsidelse Zo notgubbes ad tedgons af 
| #20p, noktaude feo’ edt notiw Of | 7 
| yoknummtos atds amit todd +a tase? dies «vad ont .a0 
| pid & #92. YodT .yehod ab tI ae en re 
| tfLent of efiemow edt: ifs ,Savoup sd no daovgxss 
| 2 "meted idw On .duae 2! sigoes ened eet paidtoos to eusde 
| fHaiet? yor xotha . Heise 6 svBd vers iain bres dure 
| ini ace oo and, tis asd bate yeu bersels Sitges ' 94 | 
| sont tonion sal foidw ene Lene beret shod: lee bis 
| 
| 
| 





os ici iinet ats aysbswor ~slqoaq ened ods 






#6 09 J0p eyswis aed exedd paisltome oaexdeise | 


EPs ie putea penteanee ti aehabiaal oar 


_ 


7 P iveead core ain . Vira : a ae 


i 





1938 


PL WES TORE POR TING L-1O). 














BURNABY 2, B.C. A. McNeely 

1 to be happy. But with the coming of the white 

2) people and the Government, all this the liquor was 

3 open to the Dene people, who a long time ago didn't 
‘| even know what alcohol was. Today, sure, we all 

5 | drink that alcohol, but we don't know how to control 
6 | itm Htoislhnot our®way-ofeti fe, that. 

7 So on education, our children 

| 

8 | should be taught about this way of life. History 

5 | should be taught about the history of the Dene 

10 | people from way back, all along the Mackenzie, not 
11] histories of the foreign people from Europe, Asia. 
12 | It should be taught about the Dene people along 
13 | the Mackenzie. . History, that'swhat we should teach 
Lal our children, the history of the Dene people. 

13, Sov/eMreeBergéer, (1 aon’ t -under- 
16 | stand anything about this pipeline, and I don't think 
17 | there's very many people in here that do understand 
61 about the pipeline or what is going on and I myself 
| don't even know about what is going on with the 
20 | pipeline and why we are disagreeing with it. I've 
21| never seen a pipeline yet. I don't know what it 
22 | willodo to ‘our country. “It may”“damage it, but we 
23 | have one Creator. He puts animals and human beings 
24) On this worldvand, it is#therestoretay. 

25 | So; Mr’ Berger, as I have 
26 | - no written statement or anything, I am just 

27 | talking what I think, mostly on education because 
28 | this concerns the life of our children and the 
29) pacers generation. So I guess that is all I have 
30, to say for now. 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
2| ma'am, thank you. | 
3 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
4] MARY ROSE DRYBONE, sworn. | 
ee eee eee ae 
5 | MRS. DRYBONE:Mr. Berger, Mr. Blair | 
6 | from Foothills Pipeline, Gas Arctic, people from 
7 | GYBrC ., Aandhthesrestyofatheoparty, andwmyi Dene | 
7 people. My name is Mary Rose Drybone, I am a | 
5 | treaty Indian and I was born and raised here in | 
Lo) Fort Good Hope. I am married to a Chipewyan Dene 
1 from Snowdrift. I have two children aged seven and | 
12) three. 
13 | The school was built here 
we in 1952. That year I was nine years old. I never 
15 | spoke nor understood no English at all. When I 
16! started going to) school I, didn't like going to 
17 | school at all because it was a great change compared 
18 | to living in the bush with my parents. One 
19 | reason I didn't like the school was because I couldn't | 
ep! speak Epode.sh We hardly recall when I started to | 
21) learn how to count one, two, three. It was hard for 
22 | me to adjust to the whiteman's way and system of 
23 education. | 
24 | I don't remember ever reading | 
25) ay whole: book, atrall,r and’ at they present my oldest | 
26 | - daughter is going to school and in Grade 2, but 
27 | is doing the same reading that I took in Grade 4 | 
| | 
28 | 


and 5. That shows there is a change in education. | 


| Then a year went by without 


ever going back to school, but stayed in the bush with 
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l My. .parents. No one told my parents, you do this, 


bo 


you do that. My dad trapped, hunted and fished the 








3 way he wanted. Not even the bad weather stopped 
4 him. 
| 

5 | When you are in the bush 

6 like a family everybody takes part in doing the 

al every day chores. My dad would go to visit his 

g | Pee isine bymcdog team. There, was no. such ijthings 
7 as skidoos, and then my mother would be busy 

10. tanning hides and us children would cut wood or 

ML haul some clean snow for cooking and drinking 

12} water. There was no danger of pollution in those 
13) days. 
Las | In those days there was a 

ca deadly sickness called tuberculosis of which a lot 
16 | of Dene people died. and it caught up with my family. 
L?| it got. the best of my father and. Iam, proud. at 
13 this moment to.say that my father is a real -- or 
19 | was a real Dene. Because he made his Living oLet ‘the 
20 | land for us. There was no welfare at that time. 
21| He died in 1953 but left a memory for me and my 

22| brother to be a true Dene and we are still and 
2a we'd like to keep it that way. My mother had left 
a GO go to the hospital farst. for, TRB. and later on 

25 | my dad and my brother did too, went to the hospital 
6. in Aklavik. They left me all alone with my sister, 
27 | but my sister and I still returned to the bush with 
28 another family. 

23) | . Then I caught TB also and they 
30 | Sent. me to Aklavak too. , Our. interpreter here, Mary 


ee eee aca ; 
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eee M.R. Drybone 
1 Wilson, was there at that time. 
2 Where I joined my mother and 
3 | my brother, that is the place where I really and 
4 | truly saw white people. It was the nuns who I am 
5 referring to as white people. It wasn't a very 
6 good welcome to the hospital, because one of the 
7 | first things they did was to give me a needle because 
8 | I had TB. That needle reminded me of something I 
2 | thought there was only one kind, I mean sewing needle, 
Ho the kind our mother used to sew our moccasins with. 
a | I didn't mind the length of time I was there in 
12 | the hospital because the nuns and the rest of the 
| 
aa staff were kind. I used to wonder, what you do and 
1 Tow Syourege’ about to get a job like that, like them. 
| So after a year in the hospital 
16) I went to the mission school as mother and brother 
17 | had to go to the hospital in Edmonton for ‘better 
18 | medical treatmént in ordér Mto “survive! the deadiy 
19 | sickness. 
| 
20 | I went to school in Aklavik 
"| for three years and four years here. All that time 
22 I never saw my brother -- my mother and brother 
| for five years. I was very lonely but I was still 
24 | happy because I was still living in the bush, a life 
25 | on the Dene land with my uncle and aunt, they took 
26 | Care fof«mes 
27 | I went to the bush and the 
28] fish camp. Those days everybody was out in the 
29 | bush where they belonged. Very few people stayed 
| 
30 | 





in town. Then in 1958 the Government program slowly 
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Drybone 


crept into this community. Like the hostels, whiteman' 























education, low rental houses, and the worst of them 
all alcohol and welfare. 

You think the Dene beg on 
their knees for those programs? No way. The 
so-called Government threw it at us and we accepted 
their trick. I personally think now in the past that 
whitemen were really good people, but they are 
not, because for how long now have you been telling 
us, "You do it our way"? The whitemen ought to 
realize by now what they have done to us py all 
your gifts. -- And in return you try to fool us 
Dene to give up what I and the Dene people always 
owned, land. 

We never asked for anything. 
If we did it would be very small. But you, whiteman, 
are asking for something bigger, the Dene ‘land. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Berger, 
when my Chief and my pati? pases say it is our 
land, we don't want no pipeline, they really mean 
it because it comes from their heart. They love this 
beautiful vast land of ours and please help us and 
tell your white nation that we, Dene, have the right 
to say, this is our land, we don't want to change 
Gur way Of tite. In you do let your nation build 
this pipeline, it will seriously affect our way of 
life. 

We just want to be a Dene 
nation. Make the Dene nation known to your nation, 


and that way we will continue to be known. 
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Mr. Berger, I am the social 
worker for this community. I started to work on 
March the 19th, 1974. Let me tell you, if you are 
to do a certain job, I say to myself, you do it 
for the Dene people and not for the Government. 
After I worked a year, let me tell you, I have 
never seen anything like it. This program was 


made up in the whiteman's way. We, Dene people 


have no say in it. Everything about social develop- 


ment is policy here, policy there and the boss, 
the so-called whiteman or Government in Inuvik whom 
I am working for, I think, expect they could give 
me orders. I ignore them because I am a Dene and 
I know the Dene problems. I have no intentions to 
hurt and destroy my people. They have been hurt 
too many times in the past and the present by the 
Government. I tell them, you are in Inuvik, you 
do your own thing, and I'll do mine. 

Mr. Berger, people in Alaska 
are suffering nee of the pipeline. Do you 
want my Dene people to suffer like them? We have 
enough problems now, enough to cope with without 
the pipeline. 

The whiteman has done enough 


damage in Alaska already. I don't want them to do 


the same thing on the Dene land and the Dene people. 


Mr. Berger, we Dene don't 


want the pipeline. We just want our land, to keep it 


that way for our children.and their;children for better) 


future. 
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ORT nT 1-7 M.R. Drybone 
1 What do I think of the proposed 
2 | pipeline? Do you know that Dene in the Northwest 
3 Derr ihor resp live)» jWherer adj eae lives and live 
4 | off their land, and all those years whiteman lived 
5 in the outside world. Did the Dene ever ask the 
6 | white nation for a gift for the North? The Dene 
7 always gave, but the whiteman gave nothing but 
g | trouble. An example, alcohol. What is the length 
9 | of time white people spend in the North? They 
10 | come just for short periods, make themselves rich 
11] out of our natural resources on Dene land and then 
12 | head south. They are happy because they have some 
13 | green, blue and orange papers in their back pockets -- 
14] money. 
15 | You have to live here all your 
16 | life like the Dene gens you even say such a thing 
tl 
17 | like, "I was in the Northwest Territories, I know 
18 all about the Dene, the life and the animals." 
19 | Whiteman been treating us like. dirt,..trying. to make 
20 | us follow their path. They never even cared to 
Z dig into the truth about the Dene land and life 
ie and animals. After this Inquiry I hope who is 
=| present here today, please tell your nation to start 
24) thinking, put their heads together and start treating 
25 | WS ebike humansbeings and not dirt. The real truth 
26 | - is we are Dene and this is our land and life and 
27 | we will always be and we like it that way. 
28 | Tell them to stay on their 
29 | arasas path and we will stay on our always and 
30 | forever straight path. 
| 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. M.R. Drybone 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
f 
1 It must have taken the 
2! white nation a number of years to draw up the 
| pipeline. I believe if the Dene say whiteman know 
4 | how to play tricks and games. Whiteman have 
| kept the pipeline as a secret. They ought to feel 
6 | sorry for themselves, throwing such a threat in 
7 my Dene's face. A person in their right mind can't 
8 | say, "I am putting this proposed pipeline where I 
9 want it and that's it." Whoever said they could 
10 | put such a thing on this Dene land, is not going to 
LL | get their wish because the Dene said so. You have 
12) not asked the Dene to make decision about the pipeline 
13 | in the first place. We Dene know whiteman are all 
14) prepared to proceed with this project. You planned 
15 | this pipeline behind our backs. Why don't you stay 
16 | with it out there and forget it. 
v7 | There are hundreds of people 
18 | who will tell you they don't want the pipeline. I 
19 | don't want the pipeline. No true Dene wants the 
20 pipeline. Why is pipeline so important to the white 
211 nation? Most likely money. It is true if the Dene 
ae | say whiteman is greedy. White nation is a good 
2! example. If it took the white nation to rig up 
24 | such a project I'm quite sure whiteman have other 
25 | interests, like jobs. 
ie : What is the pipeline doing 
27 | to the people of Alaska? Do the white people care 
28 or not? The reason behind this is, I will give you 
| an example of what is happening there right this 
30 | minute and that is not what I want for my Dene nation. 
| 
| 
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Alaska today is not a very happy place to be. The 


ones that are employed think that Alaska is the most 


exciting place to be. The ones who are unemployed 
are suffering. Who is worried about them now? On 
account of the pipeline, people from the southern 
States are streaming into Alaska by planes, cars 
and so on, expecting to strike it rich. Their aim 
is to work for the pipeline. 

The pipeline over there is 
a social disaster to the Alaskans. They are com- 
plaining and arguing, but it is too late for them. 
Alaskans who lived there before the outsiders came 
don't even know if it's Alaska like the way it 
was and always knew it to be. They have lost their 
freedom and qualities of life and that place will 
never again resemble what it was like in the 
past. 

Is the pipeline worth all 
that trouble? It will create the same problems 
like in Alaska ana you think twice what will happen 
to my Dene people if it will be built on my Dene 
land. There will be higher rate in food prices, 
traffic jams killing innocent people, There will be 
a shortage of houses, high rate in murder cases, 
robbery, divorces, and worst of them all, more 
alcohol. There are so much of these things going 
on right now in Alaska that not even the white man 
and their law cannot even keep up or handle it any 
were | 


After what's happening in 
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Alaska, are the white people going to be destroyers 
all their life? Is that what they call decent 
living? And is that why they are trying to make 
my Dene people fall? Not until my dying day they 
will. 

As a social worker for this 
community I worry about my people day to day because 
I work for them and will always work for them. 

Mr. Berger, they are gathered 
here today to simply tell you they do not want 
the pipeline on the Dene land. They are proud of 
who they are, how they make their living, they are 
honest Dene and are telling you something from 
their heart and are concerned and serious about 
not having the pipeline on their land. 

Your nation have already 
done great damage. Are they not satisfied yet? 

Why don't they. not stay and live with it instead 
OGucCEy Ineo tity Up another one which will affect 


my Dene people? It will destroy their way of life, 


their soul and identity. We have enough to cope with 


without another big issue as the pipeline. It 
will touch everybody at all levels. It will not 


leave one alone. 


This land belongs to the 
Dene. It is for our children and their children. 
Please do not let them go to bed hungry on account 
of your proposed pipeline. 
| . This is all I have. to say, 


thank, yvouetorslistening.,» Could L.do my translating 
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| 

i later? 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, maybe 
| 


1s) 
= 


you could do it now, if you would like to, and if 











7 you would like to wait until later, that's perfectly 
5 | allright. 
6 | A Yes’ 
"| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
a you wait until a little later then. 
9 | A Yes) (okays 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: And thank 
11] you very much. I appreciate your coming forward 
12 | with your statement. 
13| 
| (SUBMISSION OF MARY ROSE DRYBONE MARKED EXHIBIT C-136) 
14 | 
\ (WITNESS ASIDE) 
Bey THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
ne some people are just changing their seats and we'll 
- just wait just a couple of seconds here. 
18 | 


GEORGINA TOBAC, sworn 


19 | MARY WILSON, interpreter: 
THE INTERPRETER: She won't 














| 
| take too much time, she'll just say a few words, 
fe especially to the white people that are present, and 
a yOustoo, Mr. Berger, ‘sne ‘says. 
| She says she's not going to 
ny dwell on telling you how she was brought up, whether 
ed she was brought up in poverty or rich, she says it 
a will be just a waste of time because nobody will 
a do anything about it anyway, so she is not going 
| ta say how she was brought up, poor or rich. 
| She says when you are a 
| Cha ltdvand vOus.s are Growing Up; your parents try to 
i 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Ge toh ae 
1 tell you everything. They taught us how to be 
2 true and how to love one another. She said all the 
5 white pecple*that are present; 91% wonder 1 f they've 
4 all got ears, and I wonder if they have hearts too. 
‘| That is what our parents taught to us about when 
6) we were growing up. All the native people that 
7| are sitting in here are talking to you, more or less 
; pleading with you to save their land. Some of them 
9 | sound so pitiful, more or less pleading, have you 
10 | got hearts in you? She says sometimes I wonder if 
11} anybody that comes to the North, the white people, 
12 if they have hearts or they got ears. It seems to 
i3| me that the ones that are sent to the North here are 
al the ones that are, they know they have no hearts in 
is | them. 
16 She says, maybe at least, at 
17 | least one amongst, sitting here will think just for 
18 | awhile, even just for a little while, Maybe these 
19 people sound pitiful, maybe we should just let them 
20 | alone for awhile. 
211 Who made this world and think 
> that he has the right to say what should be done 
33 on it? The mud that are around here, who brought 
24 | it here, that is, around here, to say that or to 
25 | think that they have the rights to say what should 
26 | be done with the land around here. 
27] There is two worlds, one is 
28) the white world and the other one is this one. So 
29 | the white world told the other one we should name 





one another. So the North, this world, I guess is 
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two different worlds, the whiteman's world and the 
Indian's world. The Indian world told the whiteman's 
world that, well, since I am dark in complexion, my 
hair is black and your complexion is white and your 
hair is light, we'll call you the whiteman. 
So the other one, the white world, told the other 
one, Since you are dark in complexion and your 
hair is black, you will be called Dene land. 

She says all of you white 
people sitting here, I see you all sitting there, I 


wonder what's going through your mind about us. So 


why some of you are sort of hiding behind one another, 


peeking behind one another's back. You could sit out 
in the open facing us, if you want to talk to us. 
She said we didn't gather here, we didn't come here 
to fight with one another. I thought we came here 
to talk to one another, not to be shy and -hide 
from one another. We didn't come here to fight 
either, she said. 

| She said I think the whiteman 
is well off from a lot of the resources from the 
North. She said if a person, she said a person 
should remember what's done, what's given to him or 
what's done for him. A lot of people always remember 
what's been given to him and how they have been treated. 
She said I guess the white people make a lot of use 
of the things that comes from the North like the 
gas, because there was a lot of gas taken from 
Nenaian Wells, and ine make use of our river anc 


avotror otherathings:. What more do they want? 
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Why do they keep bothering us? --And try to move 
us aSide from our own land? 
She's talking about, the 
Site that they're talking about down there at the 
mouth of the Hare Indian she says, the one that 
gave the orders to do the testing and all that there, 
did he walk around along the shore and check every- 
thing with his own eyes before he gave the orders 
to say, okay, you can do this and do that around 
on our land there, did he really walked along the 
shore himself and saw everything before he gave the 
Order. 
Instead of that they gave 
the orders without consulting with the people that 
are living around here. He should have came and 
talked it over with the people, the natives that 
are living around here and asked them. That's 
what they, the white people are intending to do, 
they want to do some work around there, what do you 
think about it? Will it be okay? No, she said, 
they didn't. They went about it behind our backs. 
She says all us natives in 
this settlement here, we are all Catholics, we belong 
to one religion and we believe in our religion. The 
only thing we really fear is God himself. So I 
really think that the people that want to treat us 
likePpthatj er don't think™theirehearts”*and their ears 
are in the right places. Maybe it's in their behind, 
sii says. 


She said, we keep saying this 
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i land belongs to us because we live off this land, | 
2) we live off the animals that live on the land. | 
3 | thee vegetatione thatygrowssonethis7,on therdand every 

4| summer, that keeps our animals for us. And if | 
5 | they spoil all the vegetation and everything that | 
6. the animals feed on -- | 
7 So, she said, when I said | 
| these two worlds met together, the white and the | 
9 | black, that's Canada. When Canada said my name is 

LO | going to be mud because I am black, well, it meant 

ae for us, for all us Natives, because that's what 




















12 | weiare),yweiare fald. danks 
13 So, I wonder! if; anybody 
ia | ever thinks of why it was put that way, she says, 
S| these two worlds, one white and one black. So, she | 
16 | says to her everytime the white people come to the 
17 | Nongmior ccome to our land and start tearing up the 

| 
12 | and pshelisaid il feel? aciaufs they arexcutting): our | 
19 | own flesh, because, she says, that is the way we | 
20 | feel about) our lands td. isyourmed lesh. 
211 She said, the white people 
22 | that came, she said, I don't see you mixed with the | 
23 Native people now, so I don't think anybody will 
24 | change in the future if more white people come to 
25 | thesNorth. | 
26 | So, if they go ahead and put 
27 | the pipeline and a highway through, there'll be a 
23 | lot of blood on the highway, but nobody mentioned 
i | Heit! I don't think there'll be anybody that will 
30 | be watching day and night to make sure that no 
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P, Mountain, Sr. 


accidents happen on that highway. 

I have got a feeling that 
once you people go back to your south, some of 
you will be making jokes out of us because I feel 
sometimes even now some of them are laughing at 
us behind: our backs. 

She says she don't want to 
take too much time, there's some old people that 
might want to say something, so she said that's all 
she'd say now. 

THE ‘COMMTSSIONERS Thank 
you very much, Mrs. Tobac¢. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
PETER MOUNTAIN, SR.,Sworn. 
NOEL sKAKPWiz,] intempreter: 


MR. MOUNTAIN: Peter Mountain, 


76 years old. 
THE INTERPRETER: If you understand 
Pete mentioned he is 68 years old -- sorry, he is 
76 years old and he knew what was in the past, seen 
what was in eRe a too Atfomathe hearingwoh this pipe- 
line to come through, he says they're all against it 
and he agrees with all the peoples who are against 
er 

Peter mentioned that he 
moved in, I mean, he is from the mountain peoples, he 
moved in in this area quite awhile ago in his young 
days and he said peoples were making good living 
out of the land, everything was coming on fine, but 


now these days it is a big change and things are 


really failing and it seems they are on the dangerous 





‘that, 








od tew 2’ nob sede eyse ode . : 


sat aac sichieinpiaaecniigaaaa Tk 


iis e'SsAd Bias sda Oe ypndiiiomos yse od stew Gaeta 
- % . oawor yse B'ode 
Anat? ;@anorzerMMoo an nse pponh) —— 
.osdoT .a1M ,doum yiev soy 
(7Gi@A BEsuTIw) 





-MPOWR y AMT AT MUG asTad 1 OO» Aas 

ttedgerqusgas ,1WINAN Ja0n . / ie rae | Ge ee 

\1L6t150M xS8I09. <WEATHUOM aM’ sf tut tidd biel @rahiee 
on“ ‘vbfo e159y 3 


ead fnetenokau vay 4 : Ao? MATASTUT aT i 
ei af .yruoe -~ blo azssy 80 ei ond, bonoldnenm et5F 


naga ,jtesq edt nt dew Jedw wend od bap blo arsey ot 


hig 2idd to prtiused edY xo] ood tasq edd eb sew terw 
71 danteps Ils ax'yedd eyse sd .tguomls emoo od enti 


| ot ee 
| | | sa Nein pecicilan (0 oam 
| a Say Sanacsaan. ago pyre a8 
| ai .aelqosq akstowom oft moxt at od aneom T 41 

| annoy 26d mk ops ative Sikup mone widy atigtteumt’ 
| Rectucapnecbareipetpheenttt 
— uate ia One mo eid ni 








i. 


= ne 


OTe ar es ee 









AIL WEST RE POR TWHiNG Eo: 


RO 


BivioNiaMey, 127 uc. 
































Pi Mountain; Sr. 


Side now. He says since the seismic came, he says, 


there's no nothing of any rabbits, chickens, anything 


like that, you don't see that anymore, they all 
disappeared, even the big games, and plus, he said, 
we used to have thousands of herrings this time of 
year on the river, every year. Right now today 
there is nothing. He says he's got a fish -- a 
smoke house where you work on the dry fish, it used 
to be filled this time of year, in these last back 
years, he says, right now there is nothing, it is 
empty. 

That's why, he says, he 
believes and agrees with the people that when a 
pipeline comes through it is going to be twice 
worse. He says they are already all feeling it 
right now today. He says his father died when 
he was very small and he was raised by his mother, 
a widow. He knew back till when there used to be 
guns that were called muzzle loader. You fellows 


may not understand what it means, but I hope you 


fellows understand. If there is any misunderstanding 


about a muzzle loader, we can explain it. 

He says he knew that far 
back, a time when the muzzle loader was still used 
and he says his peoples wanted to live out of the 
land, they lived in the mountains. Peoples used 
to share what they get. He says this is why the 


peoples are really against this pipeline because 


1954, 
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half destroyed. 
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Years -- he says today, we 
get family allowance, old age pension. In his 
young days, you know, we had nothing. His mother 
went and he survived with what very little he had. 
He Says £t rs hard or “tim to"’explain “but “he *s 
trying to “explain a*little more”of it. 

He didn't even have clothes 
those days when he remembers when he was a kid. 
His mother made a little sheepskin coat, pants, 
make moccasins and fill it up with sheep wool to 
keep him warm. This is how far he remembers back. 
In all his past days, he said, when his mother 
went and worked this much, he doesn't like to 
see this country of -his destroyed, he says, he'd 
like to see it as the way it is today. That means 
that he doesn't want to see any pipeline to come 
through. 

He says thank you for all 
what he said. 

He's talking, remembering 
about his mother and the hard time he used to 


have. He said he couldn't stand talking any more. 


A Epos) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, I understand. Thank you. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Tethinik 
we will adjourn for supper now, and the supper, I 
understand is at six o'clock, so I think we will 
adjourn now and we'll resumethe hearing at eight 


ehetockntonight« Would.that be.all.right, Chief? 
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1| So we will adjourn now and come back here at 

2 eight o'clock tonight and the people who still 

3 | haven't hada chance to speak will have that chance 
4 | at eight o'clock tonight, and tonight will really 

5 have to be the last night of our hearing in Good 





Hope and if there are a great many people who still 








7 | want to speak tonight, we might ask you to waive 
3 | the translation into Slavey, and of course I wouldn't 
| want to give up the translation from Slavey into 
10 English because I have to know what people are 
Mj Saying. 
12 | Piatt’ sup to you. . Perhaps , 
13 | Chief, you and the members of the Council will think 
to, about that and at eight o'clock you can let me 
1 know what you think. 
tl 
eh, (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
17 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
18 | 
19) THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 
ae and gentlemen, I'll call our hearing to order this 
he evening and we'll just go right ahead. 
22) MR. RABISCA: Mr. Berger, 
23 I would like to ask if the Gas Arctic people would 
24 Sit in the front where the people can see and talk 
4 to them instead of sitting behind -- 
A THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
27 think that we will leave them where they are for 
28 now and as questions come up they'll come forward 
a and perhaps we could even sit them here, but I 
4 think for the meantime we'll just leave things as they 
( 
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he olan J. T'seleie 
1} are. 
>| Did you want to present 
ay evidence about the map, Mr. Bell? 
4 MR. BELL: Yes, sir, we are 
5) ready with the much promised land use maps. 
6 | I'd like to ask Mr. John 
7 | T'Seleie to assist me with this. I believe Mr. T'Sel- 
S| eie has already been sworn. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
10 | 
fy JOHN T'SELEIE, resumed. 
af | MR. BELL: 
| Q John, I understand that 
mie you were involved in the preparation of the land 
a use map that appears on the wall. Perhaps you 
e could tell us what the nature of your involvement 
| was. 
1? | MR? PPVSEGELE : 
| A Yes, I was involved. 
18 
| I prepared some of the map biographies and some 
19] 
a of the mapping. 
7 Q And how did you get the 
~ 
i map biographies? 
vi A The procedure that 
. 
ie I followed was I took every trapper or one third 
ie of all the trappers of all the people in Good 
| Hope and we, the whole procedure is all set out 
a and we mapped as many places that they trapped 
| as they could remember and animals that they 
| hunted and trapped and where they fished and 
29 | 
those sort of things. 
— | 4X8) Do you remember how many 
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trappers you interviewed? 
A I myself interviewed 
fifteen. 


Q Was anybody else involved 


in interviewing trappers? 


A Yes, Alice Erutze 
was. 

Q And she interviewed the 
remainder? 

A Yes 


Q Well, I'd like to ask 
you to step up to the map for a minute. Perhaps 
before you do that we could just have a brief 
translation of what has been said here. 

Would you step up to the map 
then, please. 

Perhaps you could just start 
off by pointing out some of the more prominent land - 
marks that appear on the oe 

| THE COMMISSIONER: Where is 
Good Hope to start with on that map? 

A Good Hope is right here, 
and of course the river. I think you can see that 
the people have used a pretty big area of land. 

It goes off the edge up there, goes off the edge 
this way, goes off the edge there, and this way 
towards the Yukon and all the way down the river 
and into this area. 

| | MR. BED 


Q Gould wouttelivusnardittle 
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bit more about the lines that appear on the map. 


Eee 


A The legend here explains. 


some Orethese red marks, -- they male represent 


different kinds of animals that the people hunt and 


trap and these marks here represent the different 


camps, and the lines, the heavy lines here represent 


trails that 50% or more of the people who were 
interviewed used, and there are eighteen people 
represented by this map, so a line like this would 
mean that nine or more pepple have used it and 
then the smaller one represents 25 to 49% of the 
eighteen people and then these very small lines 
represent less than 25% of the sample. 

Q Perhapss youlicoudd gust 
describe for us some of the areas that are most 
commonly used. 

A The most commonly 
used areas include the Ramparts area here, over in 
through the Manuel Lake, Rorey Lake, Kilekale 
Lake area, and you can see quite a few people 
from Good Hope use the area into Colville Lake. 

Of course the people hunt quite a bit on the 
different rivers that go into the Mackenzie, like 
the Hare Indian River, the Ramparts River, the 


Carcajou Rivers, Ontaratue River and those 


. places. 


Q Poyall of the trappers 
represented on this map live in Fort Good Hope? 
A Pardon me? 


Q Doraida wf? the trappers 
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J. T'Seleie 


whose lines are represented on this map live in 
Fort Good Hope? 

A No, some of the people 
who were interviewed for here are from Colville 
Lake. 

Q Do you know how many? 
A The people -- some of 
the people move back and forth quite a bit, but 


there is three here, three that are really, who 


make their home in Colville Lake. 


Q You've got a list of the 


names of the trappers who were interviewed. Perhaps 


you could read that for us, for the people here. 


A The people interviewed 








were Norbert Caeser, Luke Tinatchie, Jean-Marie Rabisca . 


Joeseph Martin, Jean-Marie Oudzi, Alfred Masazumi, Louie Boucan, 


Paul Kotchille Louie Caeser, George Voudrak., Jim Pierrot, 


Edward Oudzi, Benoit Erutze, Cassien Edgi, Deya Manuel, | 


Louis Oudzi, Maurice Cotchilly, Louie Boucan and Alexi 
Blancho. | 


Some of them were done by Alice. 


MR. BELL: Well, unless there 


is anything else -- I'm sorry -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


Leuwonder if you could hand that list of names to 


the Secretary and she could give it to the official reporters 


MR: BELG: 
Q Is there anything else 
that you would like to add to what you've said? 


A Pardon me? 


‘ 


Inoidnitndo. valde othe sinterviews. 
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1| Q Is there anything else 
a that you would like to add? 
3 in A Yes, I think one thing 
| 
4 | that should be understood about these maps is like 
> a small line doesn't mean that -- like this line, 
6. one small line, means that some of the lines have 
"| been put together so that one small line represents 
5 more than just one line on the map, and I think 
9 | when people see this they should -- 
10) THE COMMISSIONER: I don't 
1 quite follow that again, would you repeat -- 
12 | A The lines have been 
Ls putheoyetheecy Hake, thurs Tinelmepresents 25% of the 
140 sample. 
15. THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes. 
16 | A So it would be a quarter 
17 | of eighteen, and it means that it has been used 
t 
i Or within that ‘small area, by more than four 
19) people, is what it means, five people. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: And the 
2 sample of eighteen, how was that arrived at, how 
22 | was that -- 
ae A Well, there are about 
24 I guess 57 people over thirty years old in Good 
25 | Hope -- 
mia | ae THE COMMISSIONER: Men and 
21| 
| women? 
a 7 A No, just the men. Over 
29 | thiry years old and one-third of that is about 


30 | eighteen people. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD, J. T'Seleie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1| Q And these lines 
Zu represent both traditional and present day hunting, 
3 | trapping and fishing activities in the Good 
4 | Hope region. 
5 | A The othér' thing is along 
6. with the lines, for every person that was interviewed 
7 there is a map, a biography telling his life story 
g | and - - 
9 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, -- 
10 MR. BELL: We will in due 
11] course be filing all of the map biographies. 
12) THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well, 
| 
13 | thank you very much, Mr. T'Seleie. 
val MR. BELL: We would like to 
15 | have this map marked as an exhibit. 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
17| This map with the traditional and present day hunting, 
18! trapping and fishing activities noted on it will be 
19 marked as an exhibit and form a permanent part of 
20 the record of the proceedings. 
21) (LAND USE MAP, FORT GOOD HOPE AREA, MARKED EXHIBIT 
22) C-137) 
1! (WITNESS ASIDE) 
+4 | THE COMMISSIONER: If anyone 
| now wishes to come forward and make a statement, 
elt . you are certainly welcome and while we're waiting, 
54 | at least we'll just wait a moment. If some of you 
~) would like to come forward and take some of the 
=| seats PmieEront., ae are certainly welcome to do aa 
30 | I know sometimes BoOP ean more comfortable at the 
a 
| 
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1) back, so it’ doesn't matter to me, but if you 

2 Wantc=co yore in * front; don"t ™worry-about this 

3) camera and stuff here, you can take a few pictures 

4| Wiscler Cele Ou | 
5 Do you want to use that 

6 | microphone? | 
7) Yes, could you give Miss | 
8| Tobac the little microphone -- well, let's try it. 

9 | ADDY TOBAC, sworn. 

ai LUCY JACKSON, interpreter: 

en MISS TOBAC: Lucy Jackson will be | 
12 | “interpreting. 
i3| THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. | 
1 MISS TOBAC: I am Addy Tobac : 
aa and as everyone from Fort Good Hope, I was born in 
16 | Fort Good Hope and just to give a recent history 
17) Gry Sel, became to Bort Good Hope three”years ago | 
18] after spending ‘anywhere between fifteen and twenty | 
19 | years away. The majorty time of the year away and 
20 | maybe for a brief visit in the summertime. So, 
21| What I calegeing to Say now Is “things that 1 “have | 
22 compiled in the three years that I was here, but | 
23 | more recently only in the last year have I been | 
244 able’ to Stare writing things. The first two years, | 
25 | you're too busy learning or recapping some of the | 
255) * things that you learned before, getting to know | 
27 | your family, who are my family, but I never knew, 
28 | SO eat cero le On Tae Ci nGs up Conuc. 


<7 | Also, I want to mention 


} that some of my best notes I lost or I misplaced because 
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1} there are so many. I lost a great deal on alcohol and 
2 communications, so, but in all I'll just give 
| a run down as quickly as I can about some of the 
: things that I have noticed and observed in Good 
>| Hope. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
71 MISS TOBAC: si may also 
3 | add that I have some photographs here as exhibits 
; to prove that sme of the people that spoke here 
10 and also some of the -- I know one person that 
11| didn't speak and he usually doesn't speak, but he 
12 lives, from the time from I knew him he worked full 
13 | time aS a government employee, but also almost full 
14 time in the bush, so I have some photographs here 
15 | to prove that some of the people here, most 
i 
16 | OF them that spoke, are honest and truthful in the 
17 | fact that they say they use the land and have hunted 
18 | anda trapped: one 1t. They are pictures that were 
19 | taken three years ago unten now, but mainly in 
| 
20 | the first two years. 
21) We have here the -- a picture 
22 of the Town of Fort Good Hope, which is located here 
2 on the map. The people talk about the use of the 
24 | land. Sometimes we don't have to go twenty miles 
25) or fifty miles to see how people use the land. 
26 | Sometimes it is right at our doorstep. 
27] First, we have the physical 
23 | layout of Fort Good Hope, some of it, or at a point 
29 | Bae on a penninsula here; a narrow strip of land 
30 | and it:goes anland. | 
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1 Wewhave over heresin \the 
| forward ground, the R.C. Mission land and then 














3| you'go into the grounds of the R.C.M.P., National 
; Health and Welfare, Territorial -- sometimes I may | 
5 || mislable these, but I am sure the Settlement Council 
6 | or Settlement Office has a map that identifies the | 
7| plots. | 
8 | In here we have private lot, 
9 || over here we have M.O.T., Ministry of Transport, 
10 | contractor's private lot, and we go into some more 
Oe Government lands. 
12 | You take the size of these 
13} lands that belong to eitherthe Government or the | 
Ma Church, other departments of the Government, Fed- | 
15 | eral or Territorial, compare it -- compare the size | 
16 | to the land that the people's houses sit on. A | 
17 | narrow strip here, all inside this -- everything -- 
12] . THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, could 
19 | you turn that off. nées it help people to 
20 | see that one? TPidibcdeestweill Vheavenit ons <Inscouldn't 
21 | s6e pit but-a yd ssithands upsaywits wkay. 


| 
| 
| 
| MESS TOBAGs Ehistagaain;, the 
| 








20 | 

pe houses that sit, the houses of the people that sit on | 
24 | land as compared to the size of the land that the | 
25 | Government's houses or personnel sit on. Okay, from 

26 | there then you look at the sizes of the houses and 

27) the crowdedness of the houses and the sizes of 

29 | Government buildings and Government resident homes, 

29 | ue well as Church, schools, everything. 

30 | From there you can draw 
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parallelisms between the white people that live in 
the North in settlements that do not come from the 
North, are not permanent residents of the North and 
the people, the very people that have said that 
they have hunted and trapped the land are sitting 
on ithe ‘outskirts’ all ‘the time. 

It proves that people are 
right in saying that sometimes they don't control 
their own lives, if not in the bush, then certainly 
not in town. 

From there on I think I'll 
just go into my talk. 

So, Mr. Berger, sometimes 


we don't have to go again fifty miles to say that 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the land is being destroyed or being used predominantly 


today technologically-wise by the white people, they 
are being used. But just in the small settlement 
of Fort Good Hope, with the population size of about 
400 people, maybe 50 of them whites, already we 
don t..-— it is evident that the,land that. .is. ours 
is not ours by simply drawing a boundary, by people 
putting fences around their houses and their lots, 
and that's usually white people. You never see a 
Native person in a settlement with fences or anything 
to indicate boundaries. 

From that we go into the 
social aspects of the settlement plan. Again we 
have to draw parallels. There's going to be 


parallels all the way. You see houses of the whites, 


they're serviced with water and fuel, sanitary 
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1| conditions. They all +~-.the, people that also. live 


ho 


in these draw a high salary, and on top of that 


| 
3 | they have benefits of northern allowance, some 








4 | places I think they have isolation pay. So you just 
i 

5 | take the Native houses. Most of them are not 

6 employed. Maybe five or six permanent Government 

7) employees, but that's usually a lower position than 
} 

8 | the white person. Unserviced, if they have to 

9 | get water and fuel, they have to pay for that, 

e| they are sporadic wage earning and also temporary and 

| it depends on the season. Sometimes in the summer 


} time you have forest fire fighting, maybe most of 


13 | the men. go at. that time....In the fall time you may 
va | have companies employing on the seismic lines. 

al So then again it is always 
= 


limited to an age group, maybe the younger men can 


go and it is never older men. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
fe) ; So," and rrom that, 1t’s suse 
| the housing, and then you go into the hardware. 





20 | Hardware, I mean trucks, skidoos, motor boats and 

el) everything. The whites again, you drawa parallel. 
i 

e2 | They all have one truck, huge crew cab mostly. 

23 





i If not two, then one skidoo and naturally an outboard 
| 


motor and a boat, and then you go again into the 


| native people. They don't have any hardware and 
| 
26 | * af°they do they) buy it out of their- own money, so 
27 | there you see, when a white person comes into a 
28 | settlement he is equipped, or he is being equipped 


with a house, with all the hardware that comes with 
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From the evidence of the 
concrete benefits, mainly housing, hardware and 
the evidence of not being equipped to have any 
of these things, you go into the unconcrete, mostly 
emotions. The native people naturally resent, 
sometimes unconciously, they don't know why they -- 
ciey Can’ C* pity it down, but it as there, they’ resent 
whites for always having everything, for always 
having it so easy, never having to work, never 
Having co "put out ‘anytnang”. 

At the same time that they 
feel that against the white, they also know that the 
white is always telling them what to do, where to 
gO; woy. you calc gO, Wily yOu Can. ct a0, Or why you 
should. That's feelings. 

In these trying times of 
high political uncertainty and the bombardment of 
information of-technological advances and just simple 
planes and helicopters Phat fly around every day 
that don't belong to Native people, you can't blame 
them sometimes for being so bad or so hard against 
the whites, because sometimes they can identify it 
by simply looking at a whiteman's house or a 
whiteman's truck, but sometimes they can't help 
Vert ‘they *teel so hard against the white because 
there's too many of them and most of them are 
unidentified because they fly in planes so high 
you can't see, or they control communications, they 
control just about everyehing “You don't see 


native people in a settlement even manning the M.O.T. 
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l stations or nursing stations, the R.C.M.P. barracks 


We) 

















Or mission. 

But from there, we'll 
go away from there and go into the people. I've 
also drawn a diagram here and divided it into 
four cparts;, fand) cut tlour circles and divided'iit into 
four parts. This is to -- you have heard older 
people -- older people and young people speaking 
in Fort Good Hope. I have broken the diagram with 
Fort Good Hope in the middle, and each circle -- 
perhaps, do you want me to get up to explain this 
or -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Whatever 
is most convenient for you. I'll come over and look 
at it with you, if you want me to, would that be 
easier? 

MISS TOBAC: Okay.. If 
someone would like to make a formal drawing of this 
after to scale to the map, iveaen*t°’ mind. 

I've drawn it almost like 
a target or one of those dart target things that 
theyrshoot atec .ForteGood Hope is-right in the 
centre here. Here is my circles. Over here each 
line represents five miles distance, ten miles, 
fifteen miles, twenty miles, so that if you put 
the circle here, you can draw out your distances. 

THE -COMMISSTONER: ~~Do “you 
Want ttocpinwrthcon -- 

| | MISS TOBAC: Yes -- if you 


could just hold it -- thank you. 
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If you do it with circles at five mile distances 
you will get an idea. Over here we divide it into 
four seasons: fall, winter, spring, summer. It 
doesn't matter in which order. On this side I 
have put the age of the people and their sexes. 
Age one is from 60 to 75 men, 60 to 75 women; 

40 to 50 and 60 men, 40, 50, 60 women; 30, 40 men 
and women; and over here we have the livelihood of 
the people, that is the waterfowl, fur, fish and 
food, the moose and caribou. Also water. 

In the age 60 to 75 we have 
people like Deya Manuel, my father Theodore Tobac, 
and Antoine Abalon. These men in the fall time 
usually go out after the first freeze up of the ice on 
the river,which is sometime anywhere between the 
third week in October or sometimes some of November, 
it fluctuates each year. They go out either on 
the land, it doesn't matter, most times they go 
on this side here to do a little Dist Ot rapping. and 
to go and get their wood. In the 60 to 75 age group 
we have the women, there is Pazanne Manuel, my mother 
Georgina Tobac, Madeline Jackson, Leonie Orlias 
Philomene Clement, and Angel Turo and usually 
the go to set fish hooks into the Hare Indian River, 
or Rabbitskin as we call it in Fort Good Hope, to 
set snares in the island area or across this way, 
omttofsectutheimecown, tuaps,sthis way .or,acnoss here, 
or to get wood. 

Ang «1 twis-etheysame.as yyou 


go from 40 to 50 to 60, you have people like 
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ve George Abalon, Gabriel Kelley, Joseph Orlias. 


} Also in the 40, 50, 60 women you have Georgina Kakfwi, 


ho 








sa Mary C. Barnaby’ and people can’name’ their own.) I 

a| am aware of these, but I know each clan should 

5 | have their own awareness of who goes where, depending 
64 on what place they live in town. 

7 And then you also have the 


30 to 40 age women. 


9 | Okay, their mode of travel is 
10 | usually by foot or by snowshoes or dogteam and it 

11] usually numbers from two dogs to five dogs. They 

, usually travel a distance from three miles to fifteen 
13 | mikecran aidaylaved fiitheyoenavestoy camry? bulk 
va material back to the settlement, they use their 

15 | dogs, and that may be wood. 

16) These people, the 60 to 65 and 


aii 40 to 60, men and women, cover this area for anything 


18 | from wood to fish hooks at Rabbitskin every year, 
i | 

19 | rabbit snares, traps. They travel in temperatures 

20 || of from 12 degrees above Fahrenheit to minus 6 


1 | Fahrenheit in October, plus 8 Fahrenheit to minus 








22 | 30 degrees in November, minus 19 Fahrenheit degrees 
23 to 36 below Fahrenheit in December and up or down to 
>| 66 below Fahrenheit in January and on and on in 

255 | the year. 

26 | Some of these people or 

27 | most of these people use the whole of the day to 

28 | do this because it is time consuming. They are 

29 | wedyiy foot or snowshoes most of the time and they 


30° | do it because it is necessary. The temperature is 
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cold and they are doing it in limited daylight. It's 
not like in the summertime where we have 24 hours, it 
is limited, the daylight. --And it is not useless 
work, it's things that's necessary and they must 

have to get their heat, wood, and to eat, and to 

also earn their money to supplement their pension 

or their social assitance. 

Not yonly that, but«the 
benefits are physical exercise, puts a little bulge 
in your bicep, keeps their waist trim, but it uses 
the whole: of the day. {Wow parade lithaterrcae I don't 
have it here--bat you just take this now, parallel that 
to the people that live in these houses and they 
don't seem to do much, they don't do any physical 
WOT Kye 

THE: iICOMMISSLIONERs? You mean 
the people that live in the white houses... 

MISS {lOBAC temYes 1 Yes .cndAlso 
some of the hardware that they have, they don't need 
them as much as some of these people, some of these 
women that go out early in the morning, come 
back late at night, and they are tired and they're 
hungry and they may have wood that they cut all 
day, but they have no way of getting it back to 
town, and maybe some of these people will not use 
that to get it for them. So everything seems unfair 
or it just seems that how hard these people work, 
they always remain poor. It always necessary for 
them toiget avlitthleiwmore,furitorebty aacluttile 


more food because everything is so high and they are 
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1| SO, DOO, and these. people don't haves todo. a thing, 
2 | but it is all there for them. 
3 | You, sée@,, there again, you have 
4 | parallelisms and it's no wonder again people feel 
5 bad sometimes, but they don't express it and it 
6 | comes back on the people. They drink more because 
| their kids may be hungry. te Con mcOnene tet ey 
7 on, but these are some of the problems that have 
7 arised just from this where everything is unfair 
10) at times. 
12 | That's just the people, 
12| the.old..people that, dive.in town... You.go into people 
13) that live full time in the bush, 60 to 75, Joshua 
va | Manuel and wife; and then, I don't know really 
15 the age group, but I have Louis Caeser and wife; 
16 | Joe Boniface and wife; Martha Rabisca and her sons; 
17 | Gabriel Kochon; Charlie Barnaby. 
18! ; From there you go into the 
9 | children and some of ane GhaLdren, not ,ali,the 
20 | childrenyin the. family, but some of their children 
21 | turn out to be just as good in sports in school, 
22.| im j;school.,.. what they work, at, but .also,in, their 
53 | understanding of the land, their competence, their 
2g encurance,..just sal] around good... ,Butythey have to 
25 | be exposed when they come back from the bush which 
26 | - is so wholesome, they are exposed again when they 
27 | come back to town to the bad effects of town life. 
28 | From that, from pointing out 
2:9, | Tae like Deya Manueland his wife Pezanne 


30 | you know as they are older they stay close to home, 
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1 close to the area of Good Hope, but from their 
a testimonies that you have heard in the last few 
3 | days, when they were younger, they were further 
Ay away from Good Hope, so it's just only natural, 
>| that as you're older , you use the land here, because 
6 | there's others that are younger and must have 
" needs to use this land and they are equipped or they 
Bi have physical strength or they may have skidoos, 
2 and so this is just, the"*people Here sti17 have 
i their philosophy of the use of land, of who uses 
11 what part and as long as they live, the older 
12) people that we talked about and the younger people, 
3) as long as’ they live: they are ‘a living proof that 
al the land is being used all the time. 
LS, and’ that's at for this part 
160 of the -- 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: ‘Do you 
La Want this’ back’ =~ 
19 | MESS TOBAG: JI forgot to 
20)| mention that some of the photographs I have here 
21.| are taken at Hare Indian or just across from Hare 
22 | Indian River, the place that is in such controversy 
231 today, because even though it is close to Good Hope, 
24)| some of these old people that I mentioned just 
25 | a few minutes ago, Deya Manuel, Pezanne Manuel, 
| Georgina Tobac, they use that fish camp now, and 
27 | here is a photographof Georgina Tobac taken three 
28 | 


years ago making dry fish right across the mouth 
of Hare Indian River. Here is a photograph showing 


tents that belong to Deya Manuel and his wife and 
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Georgina Tobac, and also Georgina Kakfwi and Dora Lafferuy 
lived there at that time. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
is this the same place? 

MISS» TOBAC:: Yes. They 
are both the same place. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And this 
One GOO? 

MISS, TOBAC cen, Ves . 

I talked about trapping and 
an older person trapping, this is Theodore Tobac 
trapping in November of 1972. You can see it is 
in a cold, cold temperature, lots of snow, and 
he was travelling by dogteam. He didn't trap no 
further than fifteen miles east of Good Hope. 

Here again is another winter 
scene, of .Mrs,Tobac.,.Thesothers photographs’'is the 
same thing, bush life, but different times of the 
year. | | | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can 
we have these photographs too? 

MESS TOBACs m-Sure ;eYouecan 
have them as long as I get copies, or as long as | 
you guarantee that get them back somehow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I would 
like this photograph marked as an exhibit and 
these that Miss Tobac discussed and the others 
that she hasn't discussed. Miss Hutchinson, can 
hes reproduce these? 
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: THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 

cf so we will send the originals back. So we'll 

3 have those as well, if we may, the ones that you 

| just mentioned in black and white. 

>| MISS TOBAC: Sure. 

a From here we'll go into, I 

7| think a personal life -- not really personal 

life history, but into the backgrounds of the 

2 | family, but you must keep in mind that if I talk 
a about the family, then what happened to maybe my 
ab father or my mother or the children, their children 
12] that was born, happened also to almostalot of the 
+3 people or almost all of the people in Fort Good 
14 | Hope. 

| 

a Before that we go into the 
aa era of 1950 to 60 and I will break it down into 
17 €ive years from there, 60 to '65, '65 to-'70. 
18 | From, -- I think in about the 1940's they had a 
19 TB ¢pidemic or it hit hard into the North, so 
29 that by the '50's in Fort Good Hope you felt the 
21 effects strongly. There was mothers that went to 
re | hospital in Aklavik for not less than three years 
aS and more than two years. Some as long as three 
2 | years. These mothers had children, young children 
25 | plus babies. Some of the babies were a few months 
20 old, some a year old, and they all know themselves 
om here. There's many mothers in here that know 
| that they went to the hospital in Aklavik and left 
27. their children behind. 
30 


It was also the time where 
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if you left, if a mother went, then it wasn't really 


| 
) 


the father's responsibility to raise the child because 


the tradition was so strong, the traditional bonds were | 
| 


so strong that the children were -- the young ones, 
the baby may be given to an aunt to raise, and so 
thre followed -- I can't even get some of my words 
when I want them, but the period when children were 
adopted without having to go through the legal means. 
And then you had the fathers that maintained the life 
of hunting, trapping, fishing andvit’ wasi*ful) time. 
My mother, Georgina Tobac, 
the first time she had T.B. was in 1949, the second 
tame rin TL9S6 wand the %hird time: "in W967Pand “for all 


those times, two times, the first two times she went 


to) hodspitads aim Ak vavik,1e149 “tol “613.5 S6e=- "pardon me, 


front Ydreceor <5iG). and Mahem irom sGyetor “68c" Thetiirst 


two times in Aklwik, the third time in Edmonton. So it 
begins to show you, Judge, that from about '50 to ‘60, 


they went to Aklavik, which is far north, or 200, maybe 


200 miles north, but then as you go into the '60's, 


you find them going south to Edmonton. That gives you 


an indication about governmental changes and policies 


or whatever, health facilities. 


My father, the first time my 


mother had T.B. had five children, and the first three 


‘were sent to school and the fourth was given, passed 


around to a few families until a family from Colville 
Lake took her, and that's her parents today. 
My mother, the one that had 


T.B. three times, is the same person cthateagqoesr out).at 


} 
| 











| 919W ebriod ‘dps his naira oe maw ack sibead. ota 





t 
| een pauoy ad ~= or0W inexbLinia: Sid aed gaorie.oe | 
| o2 bras \seks: of tals mélot nevip ed yom yded odd 2 
| @bxow Ym Io smoe top meve"d'nso I <= Bewollo? owls a 
| oxew nothiido redw bolieg sided {madd anew Baedw jt 
| Lansom Ispel off dpuoxis op ot paived svodtiw betgobs == | 2 
| stil odd banisyatem ted3 axedts? eft bed voy nedt bah e 

.amit Lf{s% eawoth bas pebkdel? (paiaqssd ,pmitaud Qo. | 0! 


,SedoT saipxos® ,sedsdm YM Thi va! weak il 
Hronee O43 \@bOL at esw .a.T ben ede emis taxi? eds 4<t 
[fs vo? bas ,TOQL ad ont# Bride add bas ac@L ni emiz tl 
tnow ode eomit owd taxkt oft .2omiy ows ,a2emls eaod? 1 bl 
vam nobisg =- 92" 422! of @A* \AlivelAA al Letigeod of ef 


taxi? eff .8a' og: 83" moxd neds bas, ,d2’ of b2" mozz 4; 
ti o2 .motmombas at omits butt odd ,AiwistA al, eomtsd ows yl 
.03' of 02!’ Juods mot® gait ,opbut , voy wode od eniped wt 
ledysm .008' x0 \d2xom 16% eat sotdw liveliA odutiew yed? = | OL 
,2'08' eft ogni op doy Gs not sud) \dzt0m aeslim 00S ‘OS 
. yoy eevip tedT .codnentbt of dovoe paiop meds bakgd voy rs 
(seloifog bas eepasio Istneumrevoy suods noissothad nes oc 
| bait on® dete (sevetedweso | te 
yr ett tak? edd ..rtekis® yo oh ows ae 
cov? teria off ibas .exblkdo ovit bert a ae 
besesq ,asvip asw M2xuo% edt’ bas Loorps ot tn9R exe: 
ollivio’ mort yLlimet s Lit eet bime® wWe2 6 02 Bovors 
_ ‘bart Jet? eno edt ,xod3om ym aoe desi xt ada) 
| Artem apices =! oomsta .§ 
Tp ay ee eee ot — 

















1978 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. A. Topac 
e 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 




















66 below degrees Fahrenheit today to get wood or to 
visit her snares. It is the same lady that lives at 
Rabbitskin and gave that strong talk, and I can under- 
stand why she did it, because it's an area that she 
can now live in that's close to home and she makes use of that 
part, and it's an area that's close to a lot of old 


people. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You mean at 


the mouth of the Hare Indian River? 
MISS TOBAC: Yes, across from 
. the mouth of the Hare Indian. 

Of the five children, the 
second time she had T.B. in 1954, she had just given 
binth tole chidd wn 63 ,f sos ins:' 54, shei:shad to! go, back 
to the hospital, and there was a child again that was 
just a year old and my father, having experienced the 
first child that he gave away he wasn't quite willing 
to give that last child away so he raised her himself. 
Of the children, one spent three years in school, one 
eight years approximately and about 15 years for the 
other one and 13 years for the youngest one, and I 
don't know about the one that was adopted. 


So all -- see this is just 


the background of one family but there's people in here 


that went through the same thing, so it resulted in 
separationsfrom families, alienation and if a mother 
came back after three years then she no longer knew the 
baby that she left behind because it was older. This 
pales a lot of, you know adjustments to be made and 


everything else. It also, I think, was the beginning 
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of the drawing away from the traditional life of the 
people. It wasn't so pronounced then as it is now but 
it was the begiming of it, the stages that led to it. 


Then from there we go into the background of some of 


these people that probably started their own lives with 


not so wholesome a family background, but starting 


their own families. 


One of the children has married 


aman that's been -- that has been a government worker 
full time, has worked before that temporarily for com- 
panies, and also a man who took a -- or practiced almost 
full time bush life while being a full time government 
worker. They occur at, --- after 5 p.m. in the summer 
time, fall time, winter time, spring time, it's broken 
into that and on weekends when he took the whole 
familys. It ididn't matter what time jof ‘the year, at 
could be January and they went out camping: for the 
weekend, and all the children, there was no exceptions 
being made because it was the baby, it's going te stay 
behind, it went, everybody went. 

These were done to supplement 
income, he trapped after 5 to go trapping, to supple- 
ment his income because even though he was drawing an 
income, it was not enough to feed a family of children 


anewaiways for food lf ne wnitdn t go visit his ‘trap 


- lines, then there was to go hunting for moose with a 


group of other men that. probably fell in the same 


category as he did, they were full time government 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
| 
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workers but they also strove very hard to continue aaa 


bush life. 


| 
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bh From there we can go into the 


behaviour of that same family in town and the family 


PhO 


34 behaviour in the‘bush but we are not going to, because 


- 


4 | it is taking too much time. From there they -- you find 








on 


Pilate theres. (a paradoxical Situation in just this. kind 


6 |! of life where on the one hand, that he has to draw 
ua ao Wage LO Carty cn, -— co tne practice Of bush Late. 
g | It goes into education, there's parents here that want 
9 | their children to learn the bush life but they also 
10! want them to learn school life, and that's been the 


i 
t-4 


crisis for so long and it's unbelievable how the govern-+ 


T2 | ment has never been able to work out a program that | 
13 | would have fitted the life of these people. For how 

| 
14 | many years now they could have done it and they never, 


and it's so easy if you could do it. I mean you can 
16 | do it easily because of the proximity of the people to 


i each other, but also the distance that they cover is 


ke 





18) not that great and the population is not that large 

19 | that you can't. work out something like that. 

20 | Also just with the background 
21 | of the mother to the father, the first mother and 

22 | father of that era, one going to Aklavik and Edmonton, 
23 while her husband, or my father, for the first time in 
24 | his life last year, in the summer of '74 went to 

25 | Edmonton for surgery, and in the summer of '75 he went 
26 | ' to Inuvik for a check-up, but you see this also again 

27 | draws the attention to how far maybe the wife has 

28 | travelled or how much she's seen, and how the father 


has remained behind and from. that to.the children. 


How much education one may have or had or is having, 
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and how little some of them had but still are carrying 
on. 
much time, but I think I am so -- 

THE COMMISS@ONER®!| Carry ton: 


MISS TOBAC: ‘From that we'll 


just go into some of the uncertainties of raising your-. 


self, because you see so many of these children were 
separated and were gone to mission schools and then 
from there to government schools and in the mission 
schools they were raised to work with wood, I mean 
hauling wood, harvesting the garden in the fall time, 
planting the garden in the spring time. At the same 
time that you had book learning you had physical work, 


but when you went into the government schools there 


I don't know if I am taking tog 





was very little physical work, there was all book work. 


The cleaning that we used to do was taken over, the 
cooking -- some. of the cooking that we used to help 
with was taken over, everything that you used to do in 


the mission school, when you got to the government 


school you didn't have to do them any more, not because | 


they were princesses or prince or whatever, it's just 

that, you know it was just such a change in philosophy 
of the two schools. So that even though you wre goinc 
to the mission school, you were still learning to take 
care of yourself and not’ just yourself, a whole other 

group of people that you were living with everyday, 

so you still learned how to Maintain yourself, keep 

a iv bteneower In the government schools, no, all you 


had to do was sit and learn, and that's hard ona 


4 Pa. 


| 





{ “Ww : ‘Ti 7 iO ieA ; »P us » 99 
wort nob |, | 


n~ | 7¢ 5 


oz oats of I tt 
| | | -- ob ms I Anids I gud ,omis doum 
+mo YxxS9 “;aguoTeerMMoo aT 
[L'ow serdt moxt 19A80T 22IM 


-~isoy pnieis1 to estinisixzeony ods to omoa otnk op taut 


siew derblindo seeds to yasam oe 998 voy seusoed «tle 


ss eo A o t @ hh Be 


priyxes exe Lftte sud bed medt to emoe olttif wod bas ; 
nett bas eloodoe aofeaim o¢ snop stew bas betsisqes 
| aobeeim edz ai bas eloodoe tnamatevop oF exer MOL 
| ftmem I ,boow dadtiw shila ds beeist sisw yeds eloorive | 
,omts Lfs% ed mt nobisp oft pniteevied ,boow pnitued . 
omse eit 3A «ems prixgqe edd ai nebrep sit paitasig h 
,lsow Isolieyiq bed voy pntairsel dood bad voy tsdi emis | 
sient afoondos toomarsvop edt otnat tnow voy asdw jud 
.t1ow xood ifs esw sossdt ,Atow Isoleydq elssil yusv easw 
edit ,revo meted esw ob of bees ow teds painsels sAT 
aqied o¢ beer sw dedt pnidooo edt I¢ omoe ~~ yaldoos 
ai ob ot beew woy ged3 eaidtyieve ,xevo meas? asw dsiw 
gnemaaevop eft ot sop voy nodw ,loodoe noleeim sds 
| Sawmoed tom ,etom yas meds ob of eved t*nbib woy Loose 
| teot a'ti ,tevedsdw 10 somktq so eeaeennixg stew yout 
| yiqeaoling ai gprnsdo s doue geuc esw ti word woy ters 
oiiop sm voy dpvodt neve gedt o&8 ,.aloodoe ous eit io 
SASS od pniaisel Lfise etSew yoy Loose moiaaim edt ot 
sanze slodw 6 ,ifeexvoy taut son bas Meexuey to o1s9 
‘¥shyteve djiw paivil exew woy gadt gigoeq 30 quoxp 
| qsod ,Resrvoy mistaism oF word bowisel [lide woy o8 
| ¥oy Lie, ,0s ,aloodsa snamnzaven oft at .boodifeval s 
| tne Dealt See bam anaes, Bee. Sie aay oh 08. Ded 


° 





B lve Nop) 


























joke ks a ele A. Tobac | 
iT person's mind, if he's used to working and if he's used 
2 | to being close to the land. | 
3 | I have to be a little aiecctent 
4| because when I went to school I probably hated some of 
5 | the things, I probably hated the impersonal aspects of 
a | it, I didn't know the nuns, I didn't know who they Mee 
7| when I first went to school, I was terrified of the | 
8 | nuns. They wre so alien to people that I had seen, | 
9 | their habits were different from today, but I know what | 
10 | I hated about school, book learning, was that it was | 
11} either too slow, because if you are a fast learner epee 
12| you want to go at your own pace; or else you had : 
et teachers that were either dumb or mediocre and held : 
ie | you back. | 
15 | I don't know how sometimes : 
i6 | you redeem yourself because when you think about the | 
17 | times that you went to school and the people that 
18 | taught you, they were all white, and I know sometimes 
19 | I was beginning ¢ cpectiins like a white person, I mean 
20 | I dressed like roe for sure, at that time, but after | 
Py), | about 15 years, maybe you begin to wonder where your 
22 | parents, who you haven't seen for so long and you | 
2| wonder what they are doing. You are afraid that they | 
24 are going to die before you ever get to see them elses 
25, You think of maybe your sister or brother that got | 
| . Married that have kids that you don't even know and | 
27 | they don't even know you and you don't want them to be 
28 | as afraid as you always remembered them to be of you | 
29 | that they were ree you’ to the white, world. . So after | 





you have equipped yourself with as much education as : 
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you conned yourself and your superiors into giving you, | 


the curiosity is no longer into what the white man has 
to offer you because you have just about got everything 
that you could out of them. You go back to your own. 
Tos thearnia Dutjo also! tguess'stontry; =o Ihcdont:rknow}; 
bridge that gap that they call sometimes too much 
education and everything else, falls into it. 


Most ofthe ft iimeiain Jail F chhat 


period I think what happens is that if you don't quit , | 


I mean it's either because you have this uncanny 
notion for survival or you're just pure stubborn or 
Justa boo} proudto iuiity andicthesetunthertcou.go,, the 
more alone you are because you travel a distance and 
more people that you don't know that want to teach you 
different things, so you have to raise yourself and 
in all ways as much as you can, 

So some of these -=- in Fort 
Good Hope we have I think two people that went to uni- 
versity. I guess we both didn't complete, we have 
maybe a year or something to go, it's not necessary 


that we -- that important anyways. I know of one girl 


that went into nurse's aide training, but they were from 


that era, that mission school and transition to a 
government school, I have no recollection of -- or I 


don't know of anybody in Fort Good Hope that went to a 


. government school and has yet completed up to Grade 12. 


A few yes, and then one or two are continuing from 
Grade| 12. , It's just to. draw fromthe &ct that: so many 
times I have heard white people say well, you native 


people are so spoiled. You have free education, you 
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have free health services and everything else, but how 
many times I remember when I was going to school they 


kept telling me when I was young that go ahead and be 


the first one to go to university or whatever, because 
as the years go, also there's going to be other of your | 
own people that are younger that are going to follow 
you because of your example, and you find that even 
after whs wieers peyou scan itepullweut fofi= Hatsin eFent good 
Hope somebody that followed from that government era | 
of education. 
I can't go into everything | 
I wanted to say, really, because it's too long, but I | 
hope this will give you an indication, Mr. Berger, ete, 
it was very hard for a lot of us to have to think back | 
to these years. Even myself, I am not saying that I am, 
that young or that old, but we have tragic incidences 
in our lives that continue on today. We don't want to 


remember some of these things, because we were alone so 


many of the times, starting from when we were just kids 


not even old enough to be six years old sometimes, and 
\ 


we were that alone, because we went to Aklavik or =e) 


thing, we were far from home. Some of these older 





people, sure it's hard, you can't pack up in one hour 
what you are in 67 years. Some of them, it's the first) 
time they ever spoke in front of a crowd,but to speak 


like that you have to start unearthing some of the 





emotions and memories that you hold as yourself as | 
people. We are not people that talk about ourselves 
and explain why we do this and we do that, we just 


don't have time sometimes because you are busy out 
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Tobac | 
there, trying to make a living on the land. That con- 
sumes all your time, physical as well as mental. Some 
of the leaders today, there's a paradox again. Some | 
of the leaders that want to live out in the bush can't | 
because there are meetings to go to. There's meetings 
to go to Yellowknife, there's meetings to go to in 


Ottawa, that takes full time , and at the same time 
| 


the policies that we have to follow, some of the sap ia! 


that we want the bush life, some of the laws, some of 


ment manipulations by policies and programs that we | 
haveto follow and keep up with, some -- Just Arctic cas 
alone and the pipeline is time consuming. : 
So sometimes I =-- I mean I 
don't want to say some of what I feel, but I can say 
this, that sometimes I feel so angry because I just | 
dont have a guarantee right now, of some of those 
people, they promised me that we were going to be so 
educated, that we were going to do these things and 
here we are again alone. I am not saying that you need 


all the education to follow all these manipulations, 


it is just that sometimes I wish -- that 15 years has 


haven't got a number in Good Hope to carry on. Even 


been wasted by the government, I feel, because we | 
| 
now if we wanted to man a Twin Otter with two pilots | 


from Fort Good Hope, we don't have them, and that's 


\ 
{ 


that -- we don't even have five carpenters, although we | 


- just, not even the highest. We don't even have ec 
| 


have them in the older men range where they never went | 
to school, they are darn good carpenters. We have got | 
darn good log builders but they don't have that paper | 


{ 
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that says they are qualified, that you have to use for 
proof when you have to go to the white system to earn 
your wage. Everything is unwritten, but it's in us. 

So much of the misunderstanding 
is because people want so much for you to express your= 
self, they can't, they just do, they live. My brother-_ 
in-law, he could never be able to sit in front of you 
in 5 minutes here and tell you how he lives his life 
because he lives it. He doesn't talk about it, he goes 
and does it. That takes time and you have got to give 
it everything you have, your brain work, your mental 
and your physical, and'if*you ‘are’ lucky to have ai good | 
wife that follows you right through, well you have got 
it made and a lot of these people are like that. 

Then when you go into settle- 
ment living and there's so much drinking, some of the 
stresses arising from drinking is bad. You always see 
the same women beaten up in the face so many times and 
sometimes in the winter time you have people saying 
that they would like to commit suicide and sometimes 
you say well, we'll talk it over with you. Sometimes 
you're so mad you say well go ahead, one less wouldn't 
hurt, but these things we have to put up with, these 
things the people have to live with every day when they | 


are in Good Hope and in town. These are some of the 


| 
- things you haven't seen while you are here and you must | 
| 
| 


commend the people for having been so good during your 
visit because they really made an effort. 
Nobody ever talks about what 


good we till have now. If you go to church on Sunday 
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- encourage, or stipulate that the government start to 


sometimes you always hear about how bad you are, never--: 


one day in that one hour that you have time to go to | 





one place where you think you are going to get comfort, 


you don't get it. Those are some of the things we want | 
for the people, to make them start believing in them- | 
selves, somebody telling them that they are good in | 


4 


Spite of all the problems they have and most of the 





problems they have is not their fault anyway, if you 


just look at that it's proof. 


| 
The kids, look at the kids. 
Most of them, the young ones, they arebabysitters, 
they raise their brothers. The grandparents, they are 
babysitters again. How many families, how many kids | 
they have and have married and they are babysitters to | 
all those families. Everybody somehow never has time | 
to do anything for themself because it's always for | 


somebody else, and it just goes to prove how much time 


is used, so we never have time to work on other things 


' that maybe we could work on if we had more help, more | 


-~- I mean, policies or government programs and so I 


sentation, because it's too long what I'm going to say 


think I'm just going to make a final thing to my pre- 
anyway. | 
| 


In your recommendations about 


the pipeline hearings and everything, if you would 


begin now to revamp their programs in health, education, 





employment, that the problems are so great for us right 
now, but if they start revamping their programs and 


| 

| 

that, then it might help a little bit when we have to | 
| 

| 
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start heading into all the -- if the pipeline is going 
to come, then the acceleration of everything again 
because it's too much even now to even handle most of 
it. Sometimes I think their responsibility is that 
they cooperate with the native organizations and the 
government bodies in the settlements and not always 
think that they are trouble makers. If the settlement 
is at least a little bit advanced in political climate 
or in their political stands, you always find that the 
government and the white backlash saying, oh those 


natives are not satisfied with what we gave them, 


they are just a bunch of troublemakers. That's untrue, | 


if you just again show them a picture of the unfair- 
ness. 

A settlement may want to 
advance politically and it may have the quilities to 
advance, but if you have such a thing as an unknown 
white backlash,. they'll just cramp you when you are 
going to get started. It defeats the people again and 
the leaders. It's hard living in a settlement these 
days, you might not believe it, but it is, and you have 
to live it day in and day out, and you got nobody to 
understand you. Most major towns in the north think 
they can lord it over us because we just come from 


small settlements, we are just small settlement people, 


. we are not. If they just remember that some of their 


wages they earn or some of the positions they have in 
large towns, is simply for the fact of the number of 


settlements along the Mackenzie River and in the North- 














west Territories, where most of the native people live. | 
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- will stop for a cup of coffee now. Thank you very 


L369 | 
| 
| 

And maybe one day these small settlemats are going to be 

the ones who will have enough strong voice to tell the 


others, the regional big town that -- that it means to | 


govern itself. 





And so that in closing, Mr. 
Berger, some of the pictures I have here I could just 
labd them and give it to you as exhibits, and@that'’s | 
ites | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, thank 


you. 





(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
will adjourn for a cup of coffee but Miss Hutchinson, 
would you label that picture as an exhibit and Miss 
Tobac, would you just write on the back of each of 
these what it is, if you wouldn't mind? 

MISS: TOBAC:s Sure. 

THE:VCOMMISSIONER: And I think | 
it might be agreeable to Mrs. Jackson and you if Mrs. 
Jackson were to summarize what you have said after 
coffee. Would that be all right, Mrs. Jackson? 

MRS. JACKSON: yes. | 


THE COMMISSIONER: And we | 





| 
much, Miss Tobac. | 
| 
| 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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2 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
| 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Let's return 
‘| to our seats, shall we and we can begin again. 
> | (Translation of Miss Tobac's presentation.) 
6 | Thank you very much, those 
wi photographs will be marked and would you also, Miss 
3 | Tobac, let us have that djagram that you put up on the 
| wall? 
| 
10| CHIEF T'SELEIE: I would 
11 just like to, there was an important point that wasn't 
12] translated right, one of Addy's. I would just like to 
13 | gosover it. 
1a THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
15 | (PHOTOGRAPHS OF FORT GOOD HOPE AND DIAGRAMS 
16 MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-138) 
17 | 
12 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well if 
19 | anyone else would like to speak, we have lots of time 
| 
20 | this evening -- I have, at any rate. 
be MICHEL GRANDJAMBEE, Sworn: | 
23 | | 
25 
26 MR. COOK: I am reading | 
27 | this brief on behalf of Michel Grandjambe. : 
23 | THE ICOMMISSIONER: . \Excuse me? 
29 | | MR. COOK: I am reading | 


30 | this brief on behalf of Michel Grandjambe. 
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l THE COMMISSIONER: I see. | 
2 | Well, I wonder if Mr. Grandjambe could be sworn. It's : 
2 perfectly: allimight! fomryownsto jread this. brief, buter- | 
4 MISS HUTCHINSON: He has been | 
5 | sworn. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, he has : 
7 | been? Go ahead. 

3 | MR. COOK: ‘My name is | 
9 | Michel Grandjambe, born and brought up at Fort Good 
10 | Hope, N.W.T. I very well recall during my early child- 
11| hood, my parents and I and the many other families | 
L2 | used to go to the mountains southeast of Fort Good 
13) Hope. 
14! ‘I had a bow and arrow made out | 
15 | of willows. The arrows had no head points. With | 
fal this weapon of practically no value as far as killing | 
17 game birds was concerned, however I used to be anxious | 
ig | to have a head start on the other people so that I can | 
al kill some spruce grouse which were plentiful. This vas 
20 | the ancient way of making a living. I used to be full | 
SG of joy every morning. We break camp and move on toward 
Le the mountains where food was plentiful. | 
23 || 'I used to feel tired and could | 
24) hardly keep up with the rest of the group, even though | 
25 | I was making great effort to keep up with them. Once | 
26.| - we moved right into the mountains we have all we want 
27 | to eat, all fall and winter. The men used to go to the | 
23 | settlement for groceries at Christmas time and Easter. | 
29 | qomnaG no worries, no flu or even common cold. We 





30 | would all come to settlement only sometimes about mid- | 
| 
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June. 
‘My parents both died later on 


and then I drifted from family to family and often did 


not have enough to eat, maybe because I was an orphan. 


I finally grew up. I associated with good hunters and 
this was the only way I could eat properly for many 
years. 

"We, the Dene people of Fort 
Good Hope, are happy people. You and the rest of your 
party may have seen them these last two days. 

‘The local residents and all 


the native residents of N.W.T. do not want a pipeline, 








and I agree with them. I personal think that the pipe- | 


line may not cause destruction to the wildlife, but 
the seismic crew of various oil companies are the ones 


who are causing considerable destruction to our land. 


‘Some of the speakers before me 


spoke as if Mr..Blair is responsible for all the 
damages done to our land by various companies. It 
would be better if it is made known to him what is 
being done by these seismic crews. 

‘We, the Dene people of Fort 
Good Hope do not want the pipeline, because our land 
is our supplier of livelihood. 


'Mr. Berger, we earnestly 


- request that when you give favourable consideration to 


our demand, when you make your report to Ottawa, that 
we Dene people do not want the pipeline. 
Mr. Grandjambe would like to 


say a few other words in addition to what has been 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. M. Grandjambe 
1! presented through the brief. 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 
3 Mr. Grandjambe. 
4 | MR. COOK: What has 
. been read just now, because the time -- 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
7 wewWill have to swear you as an interpreter, sir. 
8 | 
9 EDDIE COOK, 
! Sworn as Interpreter: 
10 
11] THE COMMISSIONER: Just carry 
12 | on, just repeat what you said. You were giving me that 
pee in English. 
1a] THE INTERPRETER: When he gave. 
15 | his brief, it was the time when we were still -- we | 
16 | still carry on old ways of making a living out of the 
7 -- living out of the land, and then later on he said 
18 | when the first aircraft landed in Good Hope, it was 
7 passed on the other side of that island, it was 
20 | directly in front of the settlement -- 
A THE COMMISSIONER: What? 
ez THE INTERPRETER: The first 
23 aircraft that landed -- 
24 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
25 THE INTERPRETER: -- at Good 
26 | - Hope, and it landed on the other side of the island 
ee which was directly in front of Good Hope and it 
28 caused great excitement and they all ran over to see 
29 | shat was what, and he is the one that outran everybody. 








At that time when the first 
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A P | TO. : 
es M. Grandjambe 
1 aircraft came, well that time he said the people were 
2 living practically -- have old ancient ways and there's | 























rumours about an aircraft coming, an airplane coming 

to this settlement, which has caused considerable 

anxiety amongst the people. Theywant to know what was 

this everybody was living, there was people living 

north, south,east and west up here, up Good Hope rather. 
He said we were -- more or | 

less led a quiet life and that's the first noise we ey 


heard. And then the worlds changed, the north has | 





changed and developments take place and our land, 
the world, our land is changing from day to day. 

Nowadays, it would appear | 
there is something rather odd. Well when you are 32, | 
he said you can almost see evil right in broad catpanigtie 
directly amongst us, he said. ! 


He says I agree with the 





people, all the. speakers and everybody who expressed 

their views, how much they care and care their land. 

He said I am trying to be as brief as I could because 

I know there are speakers coming up after me. 
Whatever, when you voice your | 

opinion, whenever you are speaking out in the public, | 

¥ 


it's advisable that you tell the truth what you actually 


- such as this, it's advisable that -- do not express 


see. When you express your opinion in a general ‘mee 


opinion as if you got a grudge against such and such a 
person, because you don't know what person you are | 
talking to or you are talking about, you don't know 


how he feels. 
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sional aoe ene | 
i" The speakers, all the people, | 
2 and all the residents of Good Hope, that is the Dene | 
3 | people, whatever they are saying because they are all 
4 | of the same opinion, regardless of age, because they | 
5 | are good people and they all agree with one another, 








- that as an exhibit. 








and therefore that is their own opinion. 

You may have noticed that some | 
of the speakers may have voiced opinions as if they 
were talking -- as if they had a little bit of grudge 


against you white people but it isn't so. It has been 





said previously that regarding this pipeline and the 


construction of the pipeline and they are all against 
it, that is the reason they sound as though they had | 
a grudge against you people. | 
I announce to you, Mr. Berger 

and Mr. Blair, when you turn back -- when you return | 
home to whomever, to which authority to whom you are | 
going to bring your report, I hope you give us favour- | 
able consideration to our request. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 

Mr. Grandjambe. Would you leave your statement with us 


anditite wilh be: marked cthen tas san: Exhibits i». don't 


think it is necessary to translate the « statement 


that was read in English into Slavey. That will give 


us more time to hear more of the people, so just mark 


Thank you, Mr. Grandjambe. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) | 
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(STATEMENT BY MICHEL GRANDJAMBE MARKED AS 


EXHIBAT ; Cw139) 


MR. KAKFWI : This is Joe 
Boniface, Fort Good Hope. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 


Mr. Boniface. 


JOE. BONIFACE,.Sworns 
NOEL KAKFWI, interpreter: 
THE INTERERETERs.71 Mr. Joe 


Boniface is 59. What he started with, he said he makes 


his living out of the land. He never have any opportu-| 


nity to get a dollar from labour or anything, just 
straight out from the land. 

He makes a good living in the 
bush but he said he had an accident, a hand operation, 
and he said he's kind of lame in one hand so he says 
it won't work a thing now. My dad taught me how to make 
a living in a ee a good living. He doesn't go 
around town and ask for labour or look for work, he 


says he is man enough to make his living out in 


| 
the land in trapping. He doesn't talk English or write 


Or nothing, he doesn't understand the words. 


He went out to Edmonton for a 


. hand operation and that is the first time he sees some 


white people. He says quite a few times people will 
gather to go to meetings, not him, he said. This is 
his home town and he stick with it, he don't go away 


from Good Hope, through the summer he means. 
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i Now it has come to a showdown | 
2 that he is thinking about it. He doesn't know how to 

3 talk English, he never did any labour work and they ies 
4 talking about putting a pipeline through the Mackenzie 

5 Valley and he is just wondering how he is going to make | 
6 a living. He's crippled and his land is going to be 

7| destroyed. | 
8 | It's true, he said, saying 
9 that he is making his living out of the land. He gets 
10 | his tea but with the money that he buys his tea and | 
alr flour, he traps, nothing else, and he is telling the 
Lae truth. Now he's worried about the coming, the future, | 
13 now he is crippled in one arm, he has just got one | 
14a] hand, what is he going to do in the coming years for a | 
| living? He's got a bunch of children, he's got a wife | 
16 | to support and he is worried about that. | 
wy, He said his dad is the one | 
18 that made him learn a good living, hunting, trapping. | 
sy He said he was spanked a lot from his dad in his young 
20 days, but that was a good thing what his dad was doing 
21||’ he said, now today he makes his living up to now from 

42 the land, never depend on work, just from the straight | 
23 land trapper. He got a spanking from his dad when he | 
24 was 16 years old, now today he said if any father would | 
25 go and spank a boy about the age of that, what will 
26 - happen, that boy will beat up his dad for sure. 
Zh He said that was a good thing, | 
28 what his dad was doing, he says, up until today he is | 
ou proud of himself for making a good living out from the | 





30 | land which he thinks belongs to him. 
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J. Boniface 
i. PLerroc 


He said this is all he has to 
say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mr. Boniface. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THERESA PIERROT, Sworn: 


MRS. PIERROT: Mr. Berger, my 
name is Theresa Pierrot. 

My answer to the pipeline is 
no oecause I am married, a mother of eight children, 
ages 20 to 4. I lived in Fort Good Hope all my life. 


I was born somewhere in the Rampart's area. 








My parents were travelling back 


to their hunting area by dog team and they. stopped 


over night for me to be born. From then on I lived wit 


my parents tilod> was’ ll, then) I went to school i-— the 
mission school in Aklavik. Life in the school was 
wonderful. When I say wonderful, I mean the nuns 
teach us the good way of living, the Father with the 
boys and girls went fishing and hauled loads of wood 
to feed and shelter the whole children and the school 
from the cold. 

I used to like that school 
because it was no different than home. I could have 
been like the children now, not even knowing what to 
Beat their own land. Then the government took the 


school over. By that time, my oldest girl was 6. The 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
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be oe, 


teachers told us we'll have to send our child away to | 


go to school. They wanted a nice, clean, warm place to} 


stay for the children where they won't worry of gtnauood 
or anything, where they can do nothing but go to | 
school. 


She went to school and now 


when she comes home, she can't go to the bush because 
shelwentdterthe shostelweveryhyearote gonto,schooel. She | 


doesn't know of bush life, so I thought that might 


happen to her brother and sisters. So we brought them 





out to the bush, we teached them how to trap, hunt and | 


fish. But my eldest daughter is just lost. She gets 
a job, then gets fired. She hitch-hikes on the highway, 
looks for a job here and there, but I can't just sit | 
back and let that happen to my children, or the children 


of Fort Good Hope. | 





I would like to see them use | 
theklandetheywayawe didyanotetofspoil,itylikesthe work 
of the white men. I can almost see the hill on the 


north side of town where I pick berries with my kids. 





I can see it being torn apart by traffic or the pipes 
and men. 


The town plan was on that hill, 





but the people get wood from there so we said no. 
So we can save the beautiful hill. We don't want to 
pick berries in a pile of junk or funny looking stove 
pipes. This is the reason we didn't let the white men 
put the houses there. 

| We know it was for us, the lan 


meant so much to my Dene people. You gas and oil 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
i? companies already spoiled most of our hunting and 

2 trapping area. What you gave us in return, nothing. 

3 | You're-still taking from us. Are you never satisfied 

4 | with what you have now? Why don't you go back down 

s) south and live on a simple farm? It won't be hard to 

6 | do. : 

y The highways would take away my 
3 girls and others in town. They took one, that's good 
° enough. Not any more or not with my people in Good 

10 | Hope. I'm working with the students of Chief T'Selehye 
11} school with my husband. My husband and I are taking 
12| the children of the school out to the bush each year to 
13 | teach them how to trap, hunt and fish. I am teaching 
14 handicraft work in school. My choice is that I want the 
| land for hunting area for the Dene people of Fort Good 
16 | Hope, for their children. 

17 | The lands and islands along 
138) Mackenzie River are being used for hunting moose, rats 
19 | and beavers as far as 65 miles and lands from settle- 
20 ments south as far as 50 miles, also to be used the 
21] Same way. We used this land, but we don't use it to 

2 | destroy it. The Dene people like to use it the way 

en | their fathers and grandfathers did, but they put the 

24 | pipeline through, the people will have no place to 
25) hunt. 

26 | I won't like to see the land 
27| across the Jackfish Creek jammed with traffic. The 

l 
28 | place I used to pick berries. I would not like the 
29 | land to be destroyed, for the sake of my Dene people 
| 





and their children. The construction would take half 
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of the hunting area. 

Come to the bush with us for 
a while, then you'll see how much we need the land. 

So I do not want tid pipeline. My job is not to dig 
hundreds of feet underground or to drive a cat cray in 
the bushes chasing all the animals away, cutting down 
trees. My instruments are traps, fish nets, tent and 
stove, even 30 to 40 students, no one would starve. 

I don't like the idea of 
drilling at the Hare Indian River because of the taste 
of the ducks that I had about two years ago, had 
been in oil on the cat road, that is why. I wanted 
no one to destroy anything at Dene River, at just the 
right spot I wanted to put the trapping camp for the 
students of 6 to 8 years, those who couldn't go far, 
and up along the river for older boys to trap. 

I wanted -- excuse me. I 
wanted no one to destroy anything at Dene River, I 
wantit for my students. Please, this is to keep them 
alive and to learn how to make a good living on our 
land where they'll live free life and use it the way 
-- the same as our Dene people did. 


I have got some of these -- 


even white children are interested in camping and hunt- 


ing, and this is just to show that we had shot two 


moose last April in the trapping camp and the meat is 


being shared amongst the students, and this is the logs, 


the wood that we cut down to use for the firewood, 
the children are working at it. Maybe words will mean 


nothing to you, and this is why I brought these, and 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Be EBxeurot 
1 this is a white man from Australia that wanted to come | 
2 | and live in our -=- on our land and work like us, and I | 
3 took him out in the-bush and he wanted to marry my 
4 daughter and live like us. I took him for one month 
5 and he was no good for anything, absolutely useless for | 
6 | the bush. He wants to tan the moose hide, I showed him | 
7 how to clean the moose hide, look at these pictures 
3 | right there, he couldn't do nothing, no good. And I 
9 told him to go away, if my daughter doesn't want to | 
10 change her mind she can go with him, and I feel sorry | 
11 to see her go. She doesn't know what she lost on her | 
12 | land. | 
| 
13 | Thatpsradl Ishave to say; | 
14 | thank you for listening. 
eo THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
16 | veryimuchs ,Could.we,-- 
17 | MRS. PIERROT: I will just 
18 repeasbiny << | 
19 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
20 very much, ma'am, thank you. And would you let us 
es keep your photographs? We will promise to return them | 
22], to yu. | 
a3 MRS. PIERROT: Yes. : 
24 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
25 | Would you mark the statement and the photographs as 
a6: exhibits? 
of) 
28 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
29 
30 | 
| 
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pei es ane eie Rt A. Bdgi 

1| (SUBMISSION OF THERESA PIERROT MARKED AS 

2 | EXHIBIT C-140) 

| 

4 CHIEF ’'SELEIE: Mr. Berger, she 

5 brought a written statement from Charlie Edgi that can 

6 | be read after, is that okay? 

7 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

8 | I am sorry, it is a written 

9 statement of -= 

10 CHIEF T'SELEIE: Of her husband. 

gk THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, and is 
12 | he here? 
L234 CHIEF MT SELELE vo NoO® 

14 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well it can . 
1S be read, ma'am, your husband's statement can be read and 
16 it will be received as an unsworn statement in the 

17 | usual way, so that's quite all right, you go ahead. 

18 Just give us your husband's name to start with. 
18 MRS. EDGI: Charlie Edgi. | 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
rye 
ou AGNES EDGIL, Sworn: | 
rae : 
24 | MRS. EDGI: "We, the Dene | 
25 | people, were born on this land of ours. We are not like 
26 _the white people who go wandering around looking for 

ad work. They are not like us people who have a home in 
28, one place. They, the white people, move from one town 
‘a to another, from one country to another, searching for 
30 jobs to make money. | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. A. Edgi 

i "The white people, they don't 
2) really care what they do to this land of ours, as long 

3 | as they make the money. This pipeline they are trying 

4 to bring through our land really doesn't matter to them 
s| as long as they make their money on it. They don't 

6 | care at all what effects they will have on this land of 
7| the Dene people. 

8 | "Things are different with us 

9 | Dene people ‘cause we want to go fishing, when we 

10 pack up and leave to whichever lake there is fish or to. 
aLME wherever there is fish along this Mackenzie River of 
U2 ours. After we have done our fishing we always come 
ie: back to our settlement. This does not apply to us 

14 people only but to all the people in this land of ours. 
15 | "This is why we don't want the 
he pipeline to come through. We the people are concerned 
17 | to what happens on our land. We want to do as we 

in| please on our land, as we have been doing for so lonc. | 
il Not only us people here are saying this but other people 
20 | all over this vast land of ours." | 
peat THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. | 
Zid That statement will be marked then as an | Dece FS eh Sac Sadi 
a dor t think “tts “necessary to ‘translate it, it will : 
24 | give us a little more time for some other statements. | 
a Thanks. 

26 | | 
27 (STATEMENT BY CHARLIE EDGI MARKED AS EXHIBIT 

od C-141) | 
PMS | 





MRS. EDGI: And this is my two 
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cents' worth. 


My name is Agnes Edgi. 


A long time ago, 
our elders suffered to live off the land. The white 
people had it easy. They never thought about our land 
and now when they want fuel and gas for their homes, 
they come north and try to take the land away from us, 
from us Dene. The white people down south have peered 
which they can butcher any time for food or money. | 
We the Dene people have to hunt for moose in the cold 
winter and fish in the summer for food. | 

If the pipeline comes through 
there will be no more wildlife for us to hunt for food. 
I am not saying this, not for the present, but for the 
future, for our great greatgrandchildren and I am pretty 
sure everyone in the north feels the same that thathas 
why we don't want the pipeline and we mean it. The 
north is too beautiful to be destroyed. : 

How many white people come 
north and say the north is beautiful? If the pipeline 
comes through, we won't have a beutiful land. The aes 
are going to leave all the garbage behind. 

This is all I have to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 


Mrs. Edgi. Would you leave your statement with us and 


it will be marked as an exhibit. I don't think it is 
necessary to translate it, because that will give us a 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. B. Shae 
u (WITNESS ASIDE) 
Z 
3 | (STATEMENT BY -MRS. AGNES EDGI MARKED AS 
4 | EXHIBIT C-142) 
2 | 
6 | MR. SHAE: ©Mr. Berger, my name 
7 is Billy Shae. 
8 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
2 | Mr. Shae. We'll just stop for about a few seconds 
10 while people are changing their seats, there is just a 
Ga Mutiue- batt. ofy nowise. We will. let 1t die down for a 
12 | second. 
13 
14 
Le 
16 | 
Lig All right, 
18 carry on, Mr. Shae. 
ARs, 
20 Bi LYASHAE, | Sworn. 
21 
22 MR, SHAR: First I want to say 
23 some words out of my own mouth, it's not written here 
24 though.©  Ivhave been: in A.V.T.C. for a while .-- 
ah, THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
26 | _1s that microphone on? Start over if you would. 
27 MR. SHAE: I've been in school 
28 in A.V.T.C. ever since, for a while last year, but I 
29 learned something from mo I had written and studied 
30 out there like the railroad and all that kind of stuff. 
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eon ice B. Shae 
ih I would like to tell you that I had been away from -- 
ef THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
4 it'SYati my*fault>ebut*there*sma"tittle*bit' sot noise 
4) still here and it makes it hard for me to hear what you. 
5| are Saying, so you just relax and just go a bit slower 
6 | and I'll concentrate on what you are saying. 
7 MR. SHAE: I have been away 
8) from the land for 14 years because of education and I 
9 don't want that, I want the land. I lost my tongue, | 
10 my native tongue. All I do is talk white man language | 
i2 almost all my life. | 
12! Now I will go on to reading. 
13 | THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, 
Ta please do. 
15 | MR. SHAE: Mr. Berger, I am 
16 strictly in no way going for the proposed Mackenzie 
17 Valley pipeline for I have seen what had happened to 
18 the early Indians and the railroad in the southern 
L9 States because after they made an agreement with the 
20 reservations for the Indians and after the railway was 
21 built, the white man said some of the land was theirs 
22 | because of the railway. | 
23 Then the treaty came to the 
24 | north because of something called unholy water that made. 
25 | some of the nation go haywire and I don't know what | 
aS they were really signing but they -- and they didn't 
27 know what they were really signing and look it now, they 
28 | sure made a big mistake out of it. | 
29 Now, what do the white man wantr 





They want a pipeline through the north to the U.S. Do 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. B. Shae 

2 you think that they went just a little too far? The 

2 way, that)I.reckon,it)is;,,is that.there will he a,lot 

3 of money all right, .what if something happened to the 

4 pipeline? Then here is danger and disaster to the 

5 north and probably there could be war like the nineteen 
6 | century of General Custer's last stand and the 

| Independence War of the Alamo in 1836 and both put 

cm together. 

9 And as for money, I reckon 

10 that it might go for booze most likely, and nothing 
11] worthwhile and it will be a depression for us Dene 

12 people and the white men would not need us for jobs. 

a It's like the pollution in the south, such as the smoke- 
14 | stacks from the factories and aumping of garbage in the water that 
ret killed plenty of fish and maybe some other species. 

16 | Now, I.am absolutely fed up 

17 | of being pushed around and it's about time that I show 
18 you my will power and courage of being not like a dead 
19 duck or dumb and stupid in swampland. Long ago, the 
20 government encouraged native children to go to school | 
ry and now look at how many children know their native | 
D2 tongue and skill of how to live off the land and just | 
23 now the government notice the effect of it to the Dene | 
oe nation. Why didn't they thought of it before they | 
25 encouraged your child to go to school. | 
one | Almost everything that they 

27 | brought up was purely thinkless. They should think of 
28 what's going to happen in the future before they bring 
29 something up. 


30 I have had three calls from 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. B. Shae 
| 
2 who I believe is my brother who passed away at three or 
3 | fair years old and one vision. I reckon I know what the 
4 three calls and one vision because -=- because I had 
5 | made three predictions of death, one of which I could 
6 have save in Inuvik. The other two which were just 
a too impossible to save or warn for they were dead the 
8 | minute I thought of them and the last time I reckon 
9 that it is, the vision I had was probably that this 
10 thing here, pipeline stuff. 
11 The vision I have is probably 
12 | a great fear to the pipeline going through this north, 
hee and I rather drop dead than see it go through for I 
14); 1Yhadn't had my fun on the land ever since my brother 
15 | passed away. 
16 This property of land is for 
ee all the Dene nation and they should use it for something 
18 useful and not make it look as if it belonged to the 
19 pale face or the white people. 
20 , I suppose that's all I got to 
Zt say. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
23 Would you leave your statement with us and we will have 
24 || it marked as an exhibit, and I don't think we need to 
25 | translate it, Mr. Kakfwi and I just managed to spill 
26 | _a cup of coffee on the table, so I think ’we had better 
27 adjourn for 5 minutes while I clean it up. 
ao | (SUBMISSION BY MR. BILLY SHAE MARKED AS EXHIBIT 
| C-143) 
29 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
30 | 
————— 
| 





10 sound 3s yswe Bevanq ofw tedvoxd yn et evellad T ofiw 
eid 3edw word I notes: I i doteiv eno bas! bio exey aust 
bed I seusoed -- seusved sokeiv end bas allso seit 
 -Biveo I iipidw 20 sao ,d¥seb to enolsoiberq sents eben 
daut sxew dotrw ows stedto ert Stvuni Revell ovat “a 
edt Bseb sxew yorld 102 mxisw to evsa’ ot Sldiesogmt ooF 
noxo9x I emis tesl edt bas medt to tripyods T stunimn 
eid? tedd yldsdorg esw bet I mnoteiv eft .ek tf tend 
.ttuse entisqiq , sted pring 
' yidedo1g ei oved I aoleiv oft 
,aizxon atds dewoxds pniop snileqiq oft oF 1692 Jasty 5s 
t tot Adpyords op ti 99a’ nsdt baeb qoth t9]8d¢sex T bas 
tedsoiud ym sonie teve boast edt no mvt ym batt +' absd 
.Ysaws beeesg 
102 2i Basl to ystegorg etAT 
pitftemoe tot ¢i ees Blyode yotis bas noizen ened six {Is 
ait of bepnofed si tk es Aool +i sAsm ton bas Iyteav 
) »efqosq etidw eds x0 sost elsg 
ot top I {fe e'tede seoqqua I 
-¥538 
oy AnsdT s8BW0LeeIMMOD SHT | = ey 
oved iiiw ow bus ay AYdw taomedste auoy eves! soy Bivow 
o2 been owiNatds +"nob LZ. bas tidinxs ié es bodrem tL 
[Liga o¢ bepsasm tewt I bas  iwitew .aM \si Séslensds 
tst3ed bed ow Anidt IT oe \Sids? edd mo eettoo to quo 5s, 
.qu $b neaio T ofidw estuntm @' 202 moths 
PIGIHNG 8A GOMAAM BAKE YIUTA JAM Ya voTeetMaua)) 


- (EMaM-3> ; 
(4012@A 22auTIw) Seti pl eave 


: on mS. ale ie 





ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. ser Euro 


bo 











because if they put it through all the animals will die | 





(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll come 
to order again, ladies and gentlemen, and I think that 
we are ready for our next witness, and I understand, 
Sir, that this young lady will read your statement that | 
she has copied for you on your instructions. Could you | 
do that, miss, please, read the statement? | 
And the gentleman's name | 


please? Thats okay, co ahead. 
JOHNNY TURO, Sworn: 


MISS GULLY: He said his name | 
is Johnny Turo. And he says God made this world and : 
we the Dene people were born here in Good Hope as well 
as our ancestors. This is*our/land, this is our land 
SO we can't allow it to be destroyed by putting a pipe-_ 


tinedthroughoitsoraallowwourselyesytoubedput onereserves 





because it is our land, so no white man can say "Stay 


on this piece of land which we have given you". | 





We the Dene people and all the | 
| 


native people of the north say we don't want no pipeline 


out and we won't have any Dene food to eat such as 
moose, caribou, beaver, ducks, fish and all the rest of | 


the animals. 





If the pipeline should go 
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ee Oe lle J. Turo 
1 through and there is a forest fire or should lightning 
2 strike the pipeline, it would explode and the world 
3 would come to an end before its time. 
4 SO ie Pergery that’ Sai ie 
5 have to say for now. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
7| very much, sir. That sttaement is one that we would 
8 like you to leave with us so it can be marked as 
y an exhibit. opThankjyou, »sir. ,J )don't,think it is neces4 
10 | Sary to translate it, Mr. Kakfwi. 
Li | 
12 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
13) 
14 I. (SUBMISSION BY JOHNNY TURO MARKED AS 
15 | EXHIBIT C=-144) 
16 | 
i FRANK PIERROT, Sworn: 
* 
19 | MR. PIERROT: My name is Frank 
20 Pierrot, and I am married and I have three kids. I 
2) would like to say a few words today on how I feel about 
22 the pipeline. 
23| In 1921, the white peoples 
24 | came to our land and gave us $5.00 each year to have 
oo peace between us. Now it looks as though they were 
26 | _giving us that money for our land. 
a7 Now they are trying to put a 
28 | pipeline through our land but this cannot be done 
29 until this land claim issettled. 
30 | After this pipeline is put 
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through and the oil has run out, our land will be all 
damaged and the white people will go back south with 
all the money they made while we are still here and 
have made nothing from it. 

That's all I have to say. 
Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
sir, and if you will let us keep your statement, we will 
mark it as an exhibit and it will form a part of the 


permanent record of the proceedings. Thank you. 


| 
| 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION BY MR. FRANK PIERROT MARKED 
AS EXHIBIT C-145) 
THE COMMISSIONER:. I should say, 
that Mrs. Mary Rose Drybone who gave a very comprehen- 


sive statement this afternoon, in her -- relying on her | 
experience hereaas a social worker and of course upon 
her own life experience, has given her statement to us 
and we will give it an exhibit number and it will form | 


a part of the permanent record of the proceedings. We 


have done that in case we don't have time later on to 





translate that statement. 


Weld} -carry® on, CSir’ 


GENE RABISCA, Sworn: 


MRe rae toCA: Mr. Berger,, my 
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name is.Gene Rabisca. I'"mustrictly a\ trapper. I live 
in Fort Good Hope, and I was born and raised in the 
bush. When I was 7 - years old, that is when I start 

-- when I first start learning about bush life. I used 
to watch my brothers come back from their trap line. 
They would bring back marten and when they go hunting, 
they would always bring back a moose or caribou. 

They are good hunters and trappers. They seldom fail 
when hunting, and I used to envy them for that. 

I used to envy them because 
they were good in the bush life. Ever since that time 
I had one thing in my mind, I wanted to be a trapper. 
From then on, I tried hard to learn the ways of bush 
life. I'd go to traps with my brother or else with my 
mom. I learned most everything from my mother. She's 
a tough woman when it comes to bush life. Through 
hardships and good times, we always stuck it out, we 
seldom complained for complaining is not the way of a 
Cmue fUnappenx; 

My mom she did a good job, she 
made a good trapper out of me. She taught me to follow 
in the footsteps of my ancestors. Today I stand out 
amongst trappers, and I am proud of it and I am grate- 
fucket amy momoformithat. 


Eight years ago I was trapping 


around Andrson River, about 180 miles from here, It 


was a beautiful country, lots of wildlife and there was 
plenty of marten. I made out good that year, I never 
got hungry, for there was plenty of caribou and fish on 


the lakes. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. G.Rabisca 

1 Three years later, I went back 
2 | out to that same place again. What I saw there did not 
3 | please me. That once beautiful country was criss- 

4 | crossed with seismic lines. It looked more like a 

2a checkerboard from the air. Not only that, there was a 
6 | lot of filth, like empty barrels and wires, it was 

7 unclean. They left their filth on the land, they left 
8 | their mark on the land, marks which will never disappear, 
9 | marks which will make the trapper fight for his land. 
10 Fur and caribou got scarce 

1 Since then. With my experience, I blame seismic and 
12| the filth they left. That is enough for me to know that 
13 | the white man has no respect for the land. 

14 | That is one of the reasons why 
15 | I am against the pipeline. The pipeline will only 

16 | bring grief and trouble tomy people. Even after land 
17 | settlement, I will still be against the pipeline, and 
18 ifimyn€hief;i myepeople;c fightiagainst: pipeline, 1 

19 | will fight alongside them right to the end. 

i | Thank you, that's all I have 
Pai too say. 

fatal THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
2a} very much, sir. May we keep your statement and have it 
24 | marked as an exhibit? 

25 | 

26 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

ou 

23 (SUBMISSION BY MR. GENE RABISCA MARKED AS 

29 | EXHIBIT C-146) 

30 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. W. McNeely 
1 THE COMMISSIONER: Are you 
Z | speaking in English or in -- 
3 | MR. MCNEELY: English. 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
5 carry on in English and we won't interpret this. 
6 | 
7 WINSTON McNEELY, Sworn: 
| 
| 
9 || MR. McNEELY: My name is 
10 | Winston McNeely. 
ie Mr. Berger, I would like to 
| 
12 | say a few words. My dad was a white man and they trapped 
13 | inothise®countryyand they traded in this country and he | 
14) loved the land and the people that lived on this land. 
is | He dedicated his life to this land and he lived here 
“7 all his life until he died. 
17 | For myself, I spent two years | 
18 | on the settlement council, andmany times the council | 
19 made -=- agreed to do something and it wasn't done | 
20 | because the Commissioner or the people higher than the | 
eee council did the things just opposite of the council. | 
ae ae Itetakes ablot of*courage for 
23. a person to come up and talk in front of a lot of | 
24 | people, which a lot of older people and younger people 
25 | did here in front of you, because they love the land 
26 and they don't want to see the pipeline going through | 
27 this land. I agree with them too, I wouldn't like to 
28 | see the pipeline coming and destroying this land. 
2° . That's about all I have to Saab 
30 | Thank you. | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. F. Barnaby 
l THE COMMISSIONER: Well thank 
pa vouytMreaMeNeeily. 
2 
4 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
5 
6 | CHIEF. T'SELEIE: People 
7] might be wondering why they are not interpreting the 
8 statements. I'1l just explain. | 
: 
oa FLORENCE BARNABY, Sworn: 
11] | 
| | 
12 | MRS. BARNABY: My name is | 
i3| Florence Barnaby. 
eo ey I was born and raised in Good | 
15 Hope. I went to school in Inuvik for a year, then to | 
16 Yellowknife for a couple of years. After I quit aeons 
17 | I worked in Inuvik for a few years, came back here and | 
18 | got married. | 
19 Gdddived in Colville Lake for | 
20, two years, after two years in Colville Lake I came back 
a here to live. Today I see a lot of changes in such a 
22 short time. Now, after I see all these changes, I 
23| planned to bring up my children in the bush and teach 
24 | them ourselves so they can learn the ways of our people. 
25 | By this I mean teach them to make a living off the land.| 
26 | Life was good here in Good Hope 
27 when there was very few white people, and mostly | 
28 | because people make their living off the land. They | 
29) lived in the bush most of the time. Some people eel 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. F. Barnaby 
1| supplies to go back in the bush. Some people also came 
‘a a at Easter and back for spring hunt til the middle of | 
3 June, and back to the fish camp for the summer. | 
4 | | I can remember back when there | 
5 | was more people in the fish camp than in town. When 
«| the people gather at Christmas, Easter and June, and | 
7 August 15th, they used to have dances, drum dances, 
3 | fiddle dances and sometimes stick gambling. There was 
9 no liquor involved for these occasions. 
10} For winter recreations or 
hae sports we used to slide down. They were young and 
12 | Old people, there was no generation gap like tocay. 
13 Some evenings we used to listen to some old people tell | 
val’ us legend stories, and for summer we used to play ball, | 
15 | which we call boys and girls. We played ball just about 
| every day or evening, and the men for recreation or 
17 | sports used to play a game called Le-sal. Today it's 
aia called soccer. And that time there, wasi:no) sport : 
19 | committee involved like today. 
20 | . Children and adults used to 
2a. help their parents with wood for fire, water or ice. | 
22 The girls help with the housework and in the bush the | 
2B girls help for wood and branches for floor in the tent, 
24 | what needs to be done the work, the girls always helped. 
2a Also preparing of moose hide to be tanned. 
26 | Lately children are brought up 
oat in the hostel and in town we depend on the older 
28 | woman to fix our moose hide for us. Boys, aS soon as 
29 old enough, also help the father, hunting and trapping 


30 and working. This kind of life, the children are 
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prepared for their future. This way the children had 
great respect for their parents. Like I said before, 
today I see a big change in such a short time. Too 


many developments, like opening of schools, hostels, 


liguor store. The moving in of the Territorial Govern-_ 


ment, who thought they were doing something good, 
brought in rental houses and wafare. Since all this 
started it's just destroying our way of life. 

The hostel and schools taught 


only the white man's way of life, no Dene culture. 


Sending children away from home brought up the children | 


only the white man's way, which turned the children to 
a mixed up and confused way of life. Can they make a 
living off the land? Can they make a living the white 
man's way? No. To me we are stuck between two ways of 
life and today we have school advisory board, the 
Territorial Government's budget, at least one third of 
it goes to education, and still that advisory board 
gets only $1,800.00 for the oe fiscal year for Dene 
Guitural .i@ Inidonvet shidnke thisStisi enough andiat''s not 
fair, because the majority here, the native children 
that go to school are native people, children. 

The opening of alcohol to the 
Dene people, were the people consulted enough? No. 


It brought nothing but trouble, it did the people no 


.good. When alcohol first opened, people used to drink 


but not like today. They used to drink, they 
knew they had to sober up because they had to get wood 
for fire, water or ice and hunt for food to eat, but 


since the moving in of the Temtorial Government, they 
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1 brought in rental houses and welfare. It made us depend 


fh 


on the government. 


3 In rental houses, for those of 
| ¢ 

4 us that drink, we can drink as long as we want to, 

5 maybe weeks, months. We don't have to worry about wood | 














6 or water or ice. If we are hungry, welfare is there to 
| help us. Long ago, there was welfare, which we called | 
8 ration, which was given to widows and old people and 

9 T.B. patients. It was given to T.B. patients only up 

10 to six months after they came back from the hospital. | 
ll The education, the way it was | 
Ui introduced and taught, the opening of alcohol, the rent- 
13 al houses, welfare, seismic company, is enough to 

14 | destroy our way of life. What will the pipeline do? 

15 | Destroy our way of life and our land and open up the | 
16 north for white people. They will take over and run 

17| everything, just like in Smith, Yellowknife and Simpson 
18 and Hay River. We will be pushed aside and be forgotten, 
19 Today in the N.W.T., the | 
20 majority is native people. Still today we don't have 
a. control over what goes on. I'll give you One example: 
ae The Dene people this summer in Simpson had general 

a3 assembly for Indian Brotherhood and Metis Association 

24 | They wanted the liquor store and bar closed. It was 

25 | over-ruled by the white people, to serve the owners of | 
26 | _bars. To me, the white people are only here to make | 
rae, money. If they are here to help us, especially the | 
ae Territorial Government, they should listen to us, give | 
29 us control over what goes on in our land and our life, | 
30 and support us for our land claims. 
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As a Dene, Our ways are 
different than that of a white man, I say very different. 
To me their only goal is wealth. They are not free and | 
happy like us. If the white man is happy in their way 
of life, why are some of them turn to being hippies, drug 


| 
addicts and alcoholics? We the Dene people are free and 























| happy. 

8 | Many times I hear people, old 

9 people talking of the good times. They always refer 

10 back to the long time ago, before all these development | 
ie | came. Sure they were tough times but we were happy 
12 | people. Today we live an easier life and people are 
13 | not happy because all this development is disturbing 
pail our way of life. | 
1S 4 That's all I have to say for | 
16 now. Thank you. 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
18 very much. We would like to keep your statement and 

19 have it marked as an exhibit. Thank you. 
20 | 

211 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

22 | 
23 (SUBMISSION BY FLORENCE BARNABY MARKED AS | 
a) EXHIBIT C-147) 

25, 

26, LYNDA PIERROT, Sworn: 

27 | 
28 MISS PIERROT: My name is 





30 Hope. I've lived here not all of my life, but most of 


29 Lynda Pierrot, age 17. I was born here in Fort Good 
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1 my life. 

2 | I've lived with my people 

4 until I was about 4-or 5 years old, then my parents had 

4 to send me away to school at Inuvik. In all of my 

5 life, I was never taught how to live in the bush or 

6 | trap, hunt or fish, but very few. I've been living 

if; only like a white man in which the white people has 

8 taught me. 

9 In W973 fd was! Ss cdl Liigo irc, tio 
10 SChool «at *Invivikne BY spring Stime tin Mayr ‘quit, *D was 
Bi so fed up with the hostel life and I was tired of 
12 going to school. I was only 4vor lS cat tthe time 
3 went on my own cause I thought I was really smart and 
14 could go on my own and live like a white person should. 
15 I went south and there I did 
16 all sorts of things, like I got into heavy things like 
LF hitch -- 

18 THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we 

£3 could be just a little quieter and then I could hear 

20 what this witness is saying. 

21 MISS PIERROT: I got into heavy 
ae things like hitch-hiking, working here and there in 

23 the cities, even smoked dope. I even shot it up in 

24 my, through those veins. All it did to me was make me 
25 | feel weird and funny. I never got anything out of it 
26. but troubles. 

al Liquor was also a problem to 
28 me when I was down south. Even today I still drink but 
23 not very much. I drink once in a great while whenever 
30 I feel depressed or something, which drinking makes it 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Gb. Pierrot 


worse. All of these things I did comes back to me. 

I think about it, that was about two years ago. Ever 
Since I came back here to my Dene people, I was very 
happy and always eae ever since. 

If the pipeline goes through, it 
will only be a great problem to us and my Dene people. 
Also the highway going through it will be the same 
thing. The young kids will probably go hitch=hiking, 
get into drugs and trouble with the laws of the white 
people. This land is our life, it's everything to us. 
We live on it. 

When our parents were young 
like us today, they were taught and brought up very 
strictly and well. They were taught in school very 
different from how we are being taught by the white 
people today. They were taught how to love, respect 
and teach among themselves. 

When I was young and went to 
school, I came back here after one year of being away, 
I forgot even my own language but in a few years I 
learned how to speak this ancient language of my Dene 
people but not very well. Even now, three of my 
youngest sisters don't even know how to speak Slavey, 
but mderstand very little. I do not want the pipeline 
or any development before any land claims are settled. 

Although I have dropped out 
of school, I hope my mother will teach me how to live 
in the bush and learn the many things she and my 
father have taught my brother. 


This is just the work of the 
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white people. They taught me in their ways and brought 


me up in their own ways 


2023 
L. Pierrot 


Of Ji fes.ul thinkabout, this.at 


times and it troubles me now, why haven't I stayed here 


‘ 


and let myself be taught the Dene ways? 





before any land claims 


now. 


an exhibit? 





(SUBMISSION BY MISS 


AS EXHIBIT C-148) 


puSst.stop._for. a moment. 


Kelly. 


That is what I don't want any 


more white people coming down here to destroy us and 
our people -- our beautiful land and try to change our 


lives. Again, I repeat myself, I want no pipeline 


are being settled. 


That & ale. ve got) to Say itor 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. May we keep your statement and mark it as 


MiOS ‘PIERROT: Yes. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


LYNDA PIERROT MARKED 


THE COMMISSIONER: We will 


Yes, go ahead sir? 


FRED KELLY, Sworn: 


MR. KELLY: My name is Fred 


Mr. Berger, you wanted to hear 
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hygeine ue aaahe F. KElly | 
| 
| 
l what Fort Good Hope people have to say about the pipe- | 
2 | line. In the same way a few interested Dene asked me | 
3 | to come up and say what I think of the pipeline. 
4 | I have travel three times over- 
5 | seas for competitive skiing, representing Canada. I 
| skied in Scandinavia, Czecholslovakia, 1972 Winter | 
| Olympics in Japan, and many times I've been in U.S. | 
3 You cm say I travelled quite a bit, seen quite a lot | 
9 | and talked to quite a lot of people. Still I am back 
el here and here I will remain. 
11} Wherever I did travel, people | 
12 | would say "It must be good to breathe pure, fresh air. 
13 | It must be good country where white man has not | 
wae spoiled. It must be good to live the way of your an- | 
15 | cestors, hunting and trapping, not the rat race of the | 
16 | white man. Many talked like they envied Dene land and 
17 | Dene way of making a living. | 
18 ‘ In Japan I tried to take a | 
19 | picture of a man selling some food in a cart that he | 
a was pushing around. When he saw me and my camera he 
= did a pretty fast disappearing act. Here was one 
sl picture I could not show to Fort Good Hope, the poor 
on bugger must have lost his pride somewhere, but not the 
24 | Dene. We are proud of our land and our way of living. 
25 | We breathe pure air. We have no need for filter cloth 
26, - over our nose to breathe like the many people in Japan, 
2a where it is polluted so badly. 
28 We are proud of what we have, 
29 | oa of) our mom we will keep it like so. We 
30 may be poor but we are not starving. When we talk -- 
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-Wilson and Mr. Berger, I would just like to say a few 


2025 | 
| 
| 
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when you talk of pipeline, you talk of killing the land, 
killing the many animals. | 
With two of my brothers two 
winters ago, I worked for G.S.I., a seismic company. 
They used explosive powder underground. When this goes 


off, there is noise, shaking and damage of the land. 


Nature is hibernating, poor animals like the frog are 





Sleeping in the winter. They are shaken to death, and 
above craters of ground are turned over, exposing poor | 
Motter Nature. When spring comes, there is big holes 

andtruins.tBut youewikl notedestroysouribandés You will 
not bring your white system on us. You will not strip 


us of our pride. There will be no pipeline. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 





very much, sir. May we keep your statement and mark it 


aS an exhibit? Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 





(SUBMISSION BY FRED KELLY MARKED AS EXHIBIT 


C-149) 


MARY WILSON, Sworn: 





MRS. WILSON: My name is Mary 


words. I'm not going to take too much time. 
When you look around you, 


especially when out camping or just stoping any place 





on the shore of the Mackenzie River or by a lake, 
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neat M. Wilson : 
| 
| 
1} and feel the peace and quiet and the beautiful scenery, | 
2 the small creeks and rivers running freely without a 
| dam tO.blLockh ste, wayne If you cast your line for fish, | 
fl you are always sure to get something. 
| And then think what it was like 
6 | when you were in the south anywhere, where development | 
7 has taken place. You hate to see the free country | 
8 being destroyed. : 
9 | When so-called government came 
10 | into Fort Good Hope in the form of roads in the settle- 
ll | ment, the town widening like other settlements with | 
12 | houses, even hostels, the Hudson Bay store being en- | 
13 | larged, I thought it was something wonderful happening | 
14 | to our little settlement, but after I came back from | 
15 | Quebec where I spent two years, just to go and visit my : 
16 | husband's family, it didn't look so wonderful, because 
| I saw how it was out in the south. There is no AMAAP OM, 
18) You almost have to ask permis- | 
1:9 | Sion for anything that you want to do. You have to 
20 | have a piece of paper for everything, to put your camp | 
oa | up for a night, you have to have the paper and also | 
a2 pay for camping. You can't even go fishing without 
23 running into signs saying "Keep Away, Private Property" 
24 | Never mind trying to light a fire. Can you see that | 
25) happening to us in the north. | 
26 | Suppose the pipeline and high- 
27, way come through, our stores will be taken over like in| 
28 | Alaska where the local people are complaining now and 
- 
29 what about all our camping areas and fishing places, 











both in summer and winter. Then think of what will 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. mM. Wilson 
1 happen to all our young people when they bring their 

2 crew of 800 white men, the settlement of Fort Good Hope: 
3 will never be the same. | 
4 I have a granddaughter eight 

5 years old now, and I can't help but worry about her, 

6 | also my other grandchildren. I brought up my four | 
54 children alone after my first husband died when I was | 
8 | only 27. Left alone with four little children with no | 
9 experience of any work or anything, I tell you it wasn' 
10 easy but I was too proud to go and beg for welfare, so 
11| I brought my children myself. I went cutting my wood 
12 | while packing the baby on my back. I did everything 
13 | that I could to make a little money so that I could 

14 feed them and put clothes on their backs; scrubbed | 
13} other women's floors, did their dirty laundry for them, | 
16 | because I was too proud to go and ask for welfare, | 
17 | because that's the way I was brought up. My parents 

18 and my people I- know in those days they were very proud | 
19 people. | 
20 Now today when I think back, | 
21 | sure I remember all the hardships I went through with | 
22 | my children, but I'm proud of what I did when I look : 
23 | at my children now; three married, just the youngest | 
24 | one still with me. I feel proud of myself because I 
25 | know how I worked to bring them up and they don't dis- | 
a ae appoint me. I feel proud of them. | 
27 Itm nétagoingyvte take too much | 
23! time. ioThat*ss,alboIwhavetto say* | 
29 | | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
36 | Mrs. Wilson. Could you leave your statement with us | 
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1| please and we will mark it as an exhibit? Thank you 

| very much. | 

3 | 

4 (WITNESS ASIDE) : 

5 | : 

| | 

6 | (SUBMISSION BY MRS. MARY WILSON MARKED AS i 

a EXHIBIT C-150) 

3 | 

9 | EDWARD KAZE I .., Sworn: 
10 | | 
44 MR, KAKFWI _; My name is | 
12! Edward Kakfwi . Mr. Berger, yesterday Mr. Blair was | 
13 | Saying that the pipeline would not hurt the land and | 
ai I was thinking, what about all the trees and the lakes 
15) that the pipe will run through. The trees will be 
16 | knocked down, not to be replaced again and about the 
17 | pollution that it will cause, the pipeline. 
13 | . I have seen where the seismic 
19 | camps were located and on these camps, they did not | 
20 | drill no holes for the utility -- to where the utility | 
21 | is placed and all this waste must go some place in the | 
22 | Spring time when the water flows, it probably goes 
ee into the lakes. | 
24 | That is why I was wondering : 
25 | why he was saying that the pipeline will not hurt the | 
26) * land. The land to us is something that-money can't | 
27 | buy, Nor will it*replacevit. That is*why I-do net want | 
28 | the pipeline along with the other Dene people. 
29 | | Ifthe stoat. Vite said “wnat had 
30 | in mind, which Just slipped my mind now, it would take 

| 
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G. Oudzi | 


me all night so that is all I have to say. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: You take 
your time if there is something else,you tell me about 
it and if you can't think of it now, you can tell me 
later. 
MR. KAKFWI : Out on the coast 


we used to work for the seismic camps and sometimes they 


| 
{ 


would be out on the ice, the camps -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: You mean | 
on the Arctic Coast? 


MRie KAKE.WI oy Yes... And .they 





just, where the utility again is placed, it all goes 


into the sea -= 


: 
| 
THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the 
garbage and the sewage? : 

MR. KAKF WI: Yes. And the 
oil that comes out from the Nop wells and.trucks and 
so on, they all.pollute the water. There again is why 
I don't want the pipeline. 

| That's all I have to Say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 


very much. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


GENE OUDZ1L, Sworn: 


MRy OUDZi:+ Mre.Berger, jmy 
name is Gene Oudzi. | 


One spring when I walked into 
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l town from Colville in 1970, I was hired to work up at 


























2 Sans Sault for Northern Corstruction. | 
3 | oe THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, | 
4 | where was that? 
5 MRE OUDZIESiSans:Sawlt. 
é | THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, Sans © 
5 | Sault. 
"| MR. OUDZI: Yes. I worked | 
| there June, July, August and part of September and | 
10 : these months I had been watching them throwing their | 
eae sewage, their garbage in the river, and they were even 
| shooting ducks which us Dene people coudcdn'’t Shoot | 
13 | in the summer. They were even wounding moose swimming | 
14! across rivers, and there's another company, I seen ee, 
15 that's oil rig across Colville == | 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: What's : 
17 | that other company? . | 
18 | MR. OUDZI: Heath and Sherwood 
19 | Drilling across Colville Baker Us Dene -- 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, what's 
eat the name again? | 
Za MRE OUDZIGS Heath and Serer 
23 Heath and Sherwood. | 
24 THE COMMISSIONER: Heath and : 
25 Sherwood? | 
26 1c - MR. OUDZI: Yes. Us Dene | 
27 people, we are not allowed to shoot swans and they were | 
28 | even shooting swans and they weren't even using it, just. 
29 ee ox: it in the dump, just to take pictures, while | 
30 us Dene people we can't even shoot them. We only have | 
| | 
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to shoot them if we need them, we don't shoot ducks just 
to take pictures, just to take a few flash. 


Te think ‘that’s all dIwhave: to 


say for now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well when 
you worked at Sans Sault in 1970, you were working for 
Arctic Gas, were ycu? 

MR OUDZI:. ©No we this: ts iNorth= 


ern Construction Dredging Sans Sault. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, dredgin 
Sans Sault Rapid? 


MR. OUDZI: Yes, yes. 


is ae ee ee eee er NO! 


THE COMMISSIONER: Just south 
of the Ramparts? 

MR OUDZ LL: s Right, 

THE COMMISSIONER: And is the 
company at Colville Lake,Heath and Sherwood, is that 
an exploration company? 

MR OUDAL (Drill ling, | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Drilling? 

MR, OUDZ1 S71 es. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Drilling 


fOr OF LF Origas mis vthaturtce 


MR. OUDZI: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay, | 


-thank you, thank you very much. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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| JONAS GRANDJAMBE, resumed: 
| 


1 MR. GRANDJAMBE: I have spoken 
2 of the pipeline and the highway yesterday. Today I'm 
3 going to talk Shout: eOrese fire and the pipeline. 

7 Mr. Berger, we had a film of 


5, wildlife and birds of this land and a meting afterwards 


6 before you came, From that meeting I heard the pipeline, 
7\ when laid out, some part will be buried, some part on 
8 | surface of the ground which will be very dangerous to 
| forest fires. A forest fire can destroy anything, if a | 


10}, forest fire is’ out Of Control there is nothing that can 
fy Stop Lt, only rain’ 
I've been a fire crew boss and 


13]. fought’ a lot Of firés to*know what a’fiye can do. Once 
4 


ce the fire is out of control I'll never sent my men out 
5 | Tye ert to frontal o ene be tS a. fare gong to. the 
16 | pipeline that is out of control, would the pipeline boss 
a| send out his workers to fight the fire, maybe he would. 
If he did, he'd be sending them to their death. 
Ay fire rout of control ican. travel 
20 | fast. A fire can get you cornered. You can survive 
| 


only if there is a lake close by and sometimes there is 


22! no lake. Even on the lake you can sometimes choke on 





3 smoke, smoke can go as low to the surface of the ground. 

4) A forest isn't one’ big fire moving, a fire can jump about) 
half a mile ahead of the main fire, and you not knowinc 
“there is a fire starting up ahead of you, it can surround 
you and then you are trapped. And where could you go, you're a Ccead duck 
8 | ‘ If a fire started close by the 


29); pipeline and the pipeline had a leakage it surely catch 


30 | fire, maybe blow up. For sure, we'll get the blame for 
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the damage, knowing that we don't like the pipeline, but 
us Dene, we know there is two ways a fire can start up. 
One is the lighting, second is the man. We can tell if 
it was a lighting, wecan tell if it was a man so we'll 
investigate it and tell you what start it. Forestry 

can tell you the same thing I'm telling you. 

You are going to have a lot of 
trouble with fire, we have, lots of it every summer. Your 
pipeline workers might have to defend their pipeline 
from fire every summer. What if the whole pipeline Sicne 
up? It will be goodbye cruel world for the whole 
Northwest Territories. Saying this, to have troubled | 
the pipeline peoples, but I'm telling you that is if the 
pipeline comes through you'll have trouble with fire and 
which I hope the pipeline doesn't come through. 

Taatestadl i. ve  oOt C0 Say.. 

THE COMMISSONER: ‘Thank you 


very much. That statement will be marked as an exhibit 


then. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY JONAS GRANDJAMBE MARKED AS 
EXHIBIT C-131A) 


OANNE CHARNEY, Sworns! 


Pier TA Sh LB IES The lady is 
nervous and she can't read it, so I will read it. 


"My name is Joanne Charney. 
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Rok, la Wee 


"Mr. Berger, Since there's encugh 
3) time for all of us‘ to speak, I'll speak on behalf of my 
a0 friends and myself. We were all born and raised in this 
2} town. We just want to say that before all these white 
people came with their ways of life, we were happy with 
‘i the Dene way of life. 

S| "Now we are confused because 


the white people came and turned our heads towards their 


10" way of life. We do not want the pipdine to go through 

| 
ay our land because we know how much this land means to our 
12 people and us, and we would be terribly hurt if the white 
134 man take over this land of ours. 
14) "We can almost see our people 
LS sitting in the ground with their heads on their arms and 
16) we could see the great invisible burden weighing over 
17 | them. 
18 | 'This-Land “is, just ike a part 
19 of us, a part of a breathing human being. If the pipe- 
20 | line goes through, the Dene people will see trouble, death 


awaiting you." 
THE’ COMMISSIONER: 'Thank ‘you 
| 
° | very much. We will have that statement marked if we may. 
| 


24 | Thank you. 


a 
£6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
et 
27 | 
ae 
<8 (SUBMISSION BY. JOANNE CHARNEY MARKED AS 
29 
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EDDIE COOK, Sworn: 


at MR. SCOOK Y'Mrs Bérdéery Ivhaven't 
got a brief, but I'am going to be as brief as I could. 
My name is Eddie Cook, and I'm 
60 years old. I was born and brought up in’ Good Hope. 
I was brought up partly in the old ancient ways, where 
you have got to struggle and find ways to make your own 
living off the land, such as -- the system we used, 
like a young boy growing up, not allowed, not supposed 


to eat certain foods because it affect his physical con- 


dition, © Certain foods, part*of*animails; *certatn berries, | 


and you can't even lay down on the branches and boughs 


you: Naveyin your™tent?® Youshave’ geterreo sit on-vyour*coess 


if you are going to lay down, you lay down and go to bed, 


that'slit. 

I remember how I was only 6 
years old when I first had my dog teams, two dogs, and 
iiwas taugnt-how-tovmakerarliving orf’ the» country; the 


land and just to start with:, I set the rabbit snares. 


I went and set my rabbit snares, say maybe about half a mile, 


about four or five snares and the next morning, I got up 
and my dad yells at me, we were living in the tent, it 


could have been 40 below for all we know, it's cold, 


he said get up and go see the snares, get something to eat 


'for° breakfast; and we had’ all kinds’ of meat in the tent 


at home, but that was the way of living, you know, that 
is the way we were brought up. I wasn't the cnly one, 
there were many others besides me. I went over, I got 


up) Set the fire --- lit the fire, the’ stove and set off 
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in the dark to see my snares, and I was pretty -- it 
was kind of creepy, dark you know and a child is afraid 
to go in the dark and I was glad when I reached my 

last snares, and when I opened the snares I happened to 


catch two rabbits and I really made a B=-line for the tent 
! 


on the way back. And so forth, and my dad showed me 


| 
| 


how to set things like snares and such -- ways of catching | 
fur-bearing animals, and that's what I was taught, and 
right; now J.can.truly.say J.can go.out, and .trap.-- I'm going to go 
and catch fur-bearing animals without a steel trap. I | 


can go and catch fish without fish nets. 





Well afterwards, I was sent 


down to Aklavik, that was in 1926. And I 
was brought in -- I was forced to learn a foreign language 
and learn the foreign culture. That was the English 
language, and I was forbidden to speak my own tongue, of 
which I am always proud of. 

Well eventually after I finished 
my -- after spending five years at the R.C. Mission | 
School, there was no holiday leave, you stay right there. 
You go in there and you come out when you finish. 

Then after 1933 I went out to Edmonton to go to what you 
call high school and I completed my grade 12 and grad- 
uated in 1939, and then after I wanted to further 


my studies and I completed my studies to study my 


‘theological studies, but due to my poor health, I had to 


relinquish my ideas, my ideals. 
Then I came back and worked for 
various companies like Anderson Oia. then .forsthe 


Hudson Bay Transport and then with Imperial Oil. I was 
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working with the Canol project, and then I came | 
back here and managed a store for the -- one of the 

local -- Gabriel Kak fwi who had a trading post then, 

I managed it for three years. Afterwards I went meee ines 
but while trapping I had an offer to work for the Indian | 
Agency in Northern Alberta and I accepted that, and I | 
worked 13 years with them. But that call of the wild, 


the urge to go back to the country, to the land, my land. | 


Why did I go back to my land? Because I love and respect | 





} 


my land, and my land was my supplier of food, it was my 

teacher, my land taught me. It taught me education which 

I could not learn in the white man's books. | 

Regarding the pipeline, well 

actually we all know there will be a great influx of 

strangers for the construction of this pipeline, and 

the consequences that would take place after, not after, 
even during . the construction. Like meeting those 


strangers with different ideas, will be a bad influence 


on the local people. The way they say, the way they act, 


I know it would be great danger to our children. 

There iS a possibility there 
could be a break in the pipeline, you or anybody may | 
say, "Oh it may happen once in a hundred years". Well, | 
after you complete your construction it could happen in | 


a hundred hours, but what I have -- why I agree with the 


don't want any pipeline until the land claim is settled, 
and that's my wish too and I want, because we have been 
the inhabitants of this land for hundreds, maybe thousands 


of years, before any white men set foot on our land. 


abs 


| So, 





7 


ve eits> I fed bas’, tostorq | Lonsd ort + aw patstrow 
| ‘edd 20 a0 sity YoY aude" «/-bopainen brs” exert tod 
| ,aed3 daoq pribsst 5 bed onw  iwidsy Lelvdsd + Ls00! 
‘paigqqstd Snow T abyBwrod2K vaxsey ooxdd ‘xO? sf bepaaam 1 
| neont sf} xo? stzow dé setto as’ bad I pnkqqett “etidw dud 
=. bas Jedd Bedqeoss P Bas siredfA nxotfzou mt yonspA 
.Bliw' oft Yo [ied tadt fuad  nied+ Atiw aresy EL bedtow 
| .BABL yo .Bbael oft oF (Yrdavon otf of Aond Op OF spi sds 
seeqes: bas svof I eensoe@ Sbasi yn od aAosd op IT bLb yriw 
| ym esw $i (600% 2o teilaque ym esw bist ym bas bast ym 
‘do.titw aoitsoubs of #dpusy 31 .om Sdyusd ‘bast ym , wdoses 
| .edood e'asm etinw eft at axsel ton Blwoo I 

{low ,eaileqiq ods paibispes ‘ 
to tvttni “saws s od [fiw sted? woak Ile sw yiissios 
bas ,anifegiq aitt to nolsoussenoo eid wot etsepisisze 
ietIs jon (tests sosig exsd Bluow sedd eooremwpeanco oz 
es20d3 pnisssm exid .aolsourtenoo elt ' paiszvb neve 
sonsylint bad 6 od ([liw ,asebi tnoretiib dtiw exepasise 
ile yeit ysw edd ,yse yods yew edT .eliqosq isa0l sis no 
«tetbifdo xo oF acids tsexp od biluow 3f wonwt T 

sie ytilidiseog s ek otent | 

Yom ybodyas so voy ,anilegig of3 ni Aseid 6 sd Sluoo 
| ,ftew ."axsey herbaud 6 at somo neqqed ysm ti dO" ,yse 
| ni neqqant Biyoo tL folsoutsenoo xwoy stolqnoo Hoy ist%ts 
| ot d¥iw sotps Toydw ~« oved I garth God ,eawod bexbavd's 


| -yedd yes (dekxodttiet eft 20 elqoeq sted od qelqoeq 


,belttee ai misio Bast eds Lignan sailegigq yits sasw t' nob 


hiatialiamasecal odyam ,aboxbaud | xo? froet abet to atnstidsdai ed? 
.basf au0 ao toot 352 rent ofidw yas etoted ,ezssy to 


ais Se — 


need syed ew satsosd ,tasw I bas oot deiw ya e’jed3. 505 | 








2038 


i en he E. Cook 





And furthermore, we have never given our land. 
You may chop a tree, tree number 11, we never 
seeded the land. We never give up our land. 

My Grandfather, 
he was the one -- a lot of the local residents told me, 
my grandfather when the Indian Commissioner put the 
money across the table, he said "This is your money for 
your land". He says "Is that for my land?" He said 
"No, we want to be good friends". Well okay, that's 
good friends. "What will I do", he says, "Protect 
yourself, protect your land®,. “welll what would, I- dosi£ 
I see a white man coming on my land?" "Well you just 


go and shoot him", that's what he said, 


Therefore, bearing this in mind, 


I fully agree and always up to I die that I do not 
want any pipeline until a land settlement has been com- 


pleted. And regarding the influx of strangers, I know 





what consequences that occurred, took place when the Was. | 


Army came to the Northwest Territories, especially at 
Fort Smith. Many homes were broken, married husbands 
-- wives leaving their husbands and so forth, and it so 
happens now at Fort Smith, you have not only browner 


people but even black people at Fort Smith. 


Like I said, I love and respect 


my land. I recall the ways I was brought up andculd 


‘make a Mytag outhofythiseccuntryyeso Iutelltandteach 


my children how to make a living out of the land by 


saying "This is how-your grandfather said and taught me" 


e | 





and I'm wishing and I'm hoping that in the years to come, | 


that one day my children:will say to their children, 


| 
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| 
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"This is how your grandfather taught me to make a living 
off the land". 

i> thank vow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, sir. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MAURICE COTCHILLY, wae 


MRLECOMCHILDY: Facidon tetaik 
very good English. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well I am 
sure it will be good enough for me. 

MR. COTCHILLY: Maybe it won't 
be any good but still I'll say a few words. 

My name is Maurice Cotchilly, 
I was born about 180 miles west of Good Hope, 1902, on 
January 2nd, born outside in bdween camps, just an open 
fire. I would have been froze, but I don't know how my 
mother saved my life. From there on, they brought me up 
and send me to school with my brother,1915, andve stayed 
in school for five years without having a vacation. 
And when we got back, my brother started to work es 


away with the traders and me I stayed with my parents. 


“and I stayed with my parents, I went out with my dad to 


| 


fish on a lake , about 45 miles out here. And that is | 


where my father taught me how to build the nets, how to 
set nets, how to set snares, Snare rabbits and shooting 


chickens. So I was well aware, I was proud of that, 
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because I thought we had lots of grub, we don't care for 
white man grub. As long as we got fish, rabbit and 
chickens. me | 

The enly thing my old dad cares 
about is tobacco and tea, but me I didn't care 
for them things them days. 

When I was in school, there was 
French and English both, and we never can learn enough | 
learning two languages. Even so, now I don't talk good | 
enough but still I talk just a little, you know. I never| 
know about nothing about white man. My father never know 
white man and never talk about white man, and so I 
started -- I forget about white peqle still myself. I 
don't know about them. 

When we see a white man, it's 
only all of the traders, taders that's the only white 


man we see and no bunch of white mans around us. 


My dad was an old timer. He 
knows about bush, he taught me about bush and I know 
about bush, I know a lot about bush. I was never been | 
employed, I make my living out of the land, fish, hunting, 
trapping and now when I heard about the pipeline first I | 


didn't know what it meant. I seen a lot on the cat 


Food; saeaderapbl tS, wbouto .OLann ter. Led tel uUstapick | 


“it up, and I thought maybe I would use it for my dags, 


I just pick it up. And after all these rabbits are 
thinning out, animals are just thinning out and if they 
going to put the pipeline through, how it's going to he, 


even only this cat roads. and seeing dead things on it. 
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After they put the pipeline on, 
it will be worse and it's how it's going to be with our 
children and our rites coming generation. So I don't 
like to see pipeline come through our land. If the 
pipeline come through, what is going to be happen? Even 
now animals are thinning out and how it's going to be 
if the pipeline is come through: It will be worse, I 
know about bush and know how many kinds of animals are 
using timber bark for food, that's why I don't want to 
see any pipeline to come through to spoil our land 
because I love it and I don't want nothing to destroy 
Las. 

That’ sada WL. can say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. May we keep your statement and mark it as an 


exhibit? 


MR. COTCHILLY: Okay. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MAURICE COTCHILLY MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C=-152) 


JUDY MOYNIHAN, Sworn: 


MISS MOYNIHAN: My name is Judy 
Moynihan. I have been a resident of Fort Good Hope for 
the past 9 days only. I have had the privilege of meet- 
ing some of the permanent residents of the community and 


some of the older residents of the community during my 
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Li ¢stayrnhene.. | 
2. For the past three days I have 
3. been listening ee the Dene people and the pipeline 

people and the government people speak. I have been 
5 | hearing about a way of life, a culture that has already | 
6' been severely disrupted by the people from the south 


7. bringing in new developments in the name of progress, | 


CO 


southern progress imposed upon the northern people. 


0 


bee 


time, when millions of dollars are being spent in the | 
LL] south to restore a more natural environment and to stop | 
l2; further, pollution,that the Government of Canada could 

13) even consider creating another wasteland in the name of 
14 | progress, and this involves not only mutilating the land 


15>! but destroying a people, a way of life. 


-— 
oy 


If, after hearing what the 


74 people here have to say, the government allows the pipe- 


| cone 


13} line to be built, I would have to conclude that we are 
io LivindPunderbaNndictatorshipy; not a democracy. if /the : 
| 


29 ' people in the south were made aware of the whole pipeline! 
| 


21 issue, not just the cost or route or even the environmental 
22 | issues, but the fate of the Dene people, I wonder if 

23) there would not be more of a public outcry. | 
24 | Our government makes a token of 


| 
25 | boycotting nations such as Rhodesia, Portugal, South | 
26! “Africa, for the way they treat their native people. If | 
<i this pipeline is allowed to go through, it will make a | 
farce and a sham of. our own bill of rights. 


2H It is my hope that the Government 


30! of Canada will listen to what the people of this land have 
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to say, and the people of the north will be given the 
legal right to determine their own future and the future 
of their own tends 

Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


ma'am. Would you let us keep your statement and it will 


be marked as an exhibit? 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY JUDY MOYNIHAN MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C-153) 


THE COMMISSIONERé * Thankyou. 
I think that our official reporters need a little break, 
so we will break for a cup of coffee and then we will 


hear from some more of the people. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 


gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order again, and 


I understand that we will be hearing from one or two 


“more of the people and that the members of the council 


and Chief T'Seleie wish to make statements, closing 
statements and I should say that if Chief, the members 
of the council and you wish to have your statements trans- 


lated, I think you ought to have them translated since 
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you will be speaking as the elected leaders of the people 
of Good Hope. 
Well, we willstart again then 


and -- well, you go right ahead. 


BEVERLEY EDGI, Sworn: 


MISS EDGI: My name is Bever- 
ley Edgi and I'm a grade 10 student. I live in Fort 
Good Hope all my life but for the past year I've been 
going to school in Inuvik. Since I can remember, my 
parents never went to bush because my dad is working in 
town. Since I started to go school, I always wanted to 
go to bush but I couldn't go because I had to go to 
school. 

I used to think what do I go 
to school for, only to get taught, which came in one ear 
and*went out the¥other, “but now"that'’S*ndét what+T think. 
ima planning to*finish scnoel “and to ‘be something for 
thas*.town, but right now one*thing enat*-concerns*me =the 
most is the pipeline. Judge Berger, how many Dene people 
told you they don't want the pipeline or the highway to 
go through. Every single one of my people told you they 
don't want the pipeline or highway to go through because 


they don't need it. There's enough damage done to our 


‘land as it is now, that is why we don't want the pipeline) 


because it will cause even more damage to our land. 
The government may think that we, 
the Dene people are all dumb and ignorant, but we are not 


dumb and ignorant. We are concerned about our land anda 
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1] Many more, and even concerned about the next generation 
and the generation after that. Maybe many of my people 
3) cannot speak Bog lien) but that does not mean they are 

4| dumb. A lot of them are way smarter than you think. 


a They say the price of food will 


i| 
i | 


6 go down because it is going to come in by the highway, 


but is that more important than our land and its wildlife? 


OO 


No it isn't. If they build the pipeline, who will work 
9 on it? Only the people from the south who are qualified 


10, to do that kind of work, and maybe only a few native men 


}—~ 
se 


will work and that's men who will do labour work like 
12 j slashing. 

134 Judge Berger, did you white 
14 people ever have respect for your elders? That is the 
15 | Kind Of respect weohavé,-- orjyevenomore respect we feel 
15 towards our ene The people who want this pipeline 
are people who are very greedy for money and to fill 
13) their needs. Did they ever think of other people's 

i9 | needs? Well I'll be if they did. 

20 | I said it before and I'll say 
21; at again, we the Dene people don't want the pipeline 
and there will be no pipeline. I said all this not for 


Jit. myself, but for my peoples 


24 | Thank you. | 
| 

25 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
re | 

<6 | very much and we would like to keep your written state- 


ment and have it marked as an exhibit. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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(SUBMISSION BY MISS BEVERLEY EDGI MARKED 


AS EXHIBIT C-154) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, go 


ahead. 


WILMA KELLY, Sworn: 


MISS) KELLY. 4Judge, Bexger,my 
name is Wilma Kelly, I'm 17 years old and I was born in 
Fort Good Hope. 

The Dene people say they want 
no pipeline. They speak what they think for the good 
of the future and their children. The pipeline would 
only be another problem, a big problem to the Dene people 
later on. 

If this pipeline were to be 
made, think of the damage it would do the land, animals. 
If it was damaged, the plants are not going to be able to 
grow in ground with no good soil. The animals we have 
to kill or hunt to eat also have to/havesac source, of 
plants to feed on. Animals need them plants. 

If the oil spills around trees 
and lightning can cause forest fires, some of the wood 


needed to make fire in the cold winter will be burned 


‘and it will be no good. Forest fires are increasing 


every year in the fall, when it is dry. 
The white men leave useless 
trash wherever they go. If that pipeline was broken, 


the water we drink would be dirty. They tell us boil 
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the water, which sounds silly. 

The fish are very few the past 
few years. Fish ae to be scarce. The white men made 
up laws, we don't need laws. The Dene people love bush 
life and the fish camps and hunting. 


School was said to be a waste 


of time, I believe that is also true. Education can come 


later in a growing child. The Dene people think it is 
better for their children to be taught the bush life. 
We think the children should be kept in bush or spring 
camps part of the school year. Education here in Good 
Hope should have a lot more Dene teachers to teach the 
children how to learn more of the Dene people customs. 

We need our land. No pipeline 
was needed in the old days and will not be needed. It 
would spoil our land. 

That's all I Halvexite say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


May we keep your. statement too and mark it as an exhibit? 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY WILMA KELLY MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C-155) 


EENOILT ERUTSE, Sworn: 


MR. ERUTSE: My name is Benoit 


Erutse. 


iigWadl just say a few words. I 





seu ci th Ganon ace at 
shan dda odirw ext sunset ana 


sah iabecattk¥ sleet Sean staob ow yewsl qu | 
| Sect ie Sg an il: aE 
| 


eJaaw s sd of bise asw foonoe © 

‘nop Ag) noidsoubd ..ovxd Cele ai tard evailed I ,smit to 
et ti Anidt slqoeg ened ed? .bLido pniworg 5 mi sede 
,stil devd ef deposed ed oF moxblido sient 102 tested 
| paitga to daud at tqoX ed blyore aexblido edt Ande ‘oy 
Hood ni sisd nottsouba .asey foodoa ont ho danq agus 
ais dosst oF exerosos sred s1om sot 5 oved Biluode egoH 
-emotau> elqosq\ ened sds 20 stom dusef of wod “netbi fits 

antkfeqiq of .Bbael sy0 besm oW : I aaa 
$i .bebeen ed ton [fiw bas eys5 blo edd al bebson esw 
bast tgo Lhoge biuow 
jyse oF oWind T Lie eaerty | 
.voy tasi? ¢amnMoledmmmod GHT = ©" F ate 
Sstididxs os as Sf Axam bas 06% stnemetste awoy gest ow yeM 
(40x84 @eaMTiw)  Vrerre . rf. 
| | i ee ee ee eee 

GA GaxHAM YUE AMITW Ya wOTeeTMaua) 


wii ; Voi 6@ AA ¥ a ie sy ~(@2t-9 f 


; te eS it 
. 


_ soxowe aaa st ip Aa si lg hina & 


saad ei dani mn ta 
| alee ome Mataityisg Hh HG see 


HP: igen attest eg st 


“= oat 
See 












2048 
B. Erutse 


T. Kakfwi 


am «about50 years old. I was born and raised about 200 
miles towards the barren land by my father. In those 
days, my father isBe a raft to fish. Sometimes there 
were no candles and we used fish oil. 

I don't understand nothing 


1) 


about the whit 





man, but I know how to live like a Dene. 
Me and my wife, we still have about eight children. 
The only time we come around town is when we get sick. 


I do not like this pipeline and 


2+dO"“not"wantyits 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. We will keep your statement and have it 


marked as an exhibit, if we may? 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MR. BENOIT ERUTSE MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C=-156) 


TOMMY KAKFWIL, Sworn: 


MRE*KAKFWILs Mr. Berger, my 


name is Tommy Kakfwi, and I've been living in this settler 


ment for twenty-two years, ten years of which I've 


| 
gone to school. | 
I am not here to tell you about 
that, my major concern here is over the pipeline which 
they are proposing to put through. I have put down a 
whole bunch of ideas here, and -- in a rough way, and 


I'll just read it as it comes. 
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There was a story one time put | 
out, a book, it was entitled "Black Like Me". It was 
about a white man who changed himself to a black man by 
changing his colour, the colour of his skin and teasing 
his hair. He now knows what it's like to be a black man, 
how a black man is treated by white people. 

Maybe a white man should do beet 
and try to be a Dene like us, change the colour of his 
skin; maybe if his hair isn't black he should die it 
black, and try to live the way we do right now, see how 
he is treated, maybe start him off when he is really 
young, bring him out to the bush and have an older person 
bring him out there, teach him all about the things we 
know out there, trapping and living off the land. Maybe 
if this took place,maybe about 15 years ago and he has 
known all about that and what's here today, maybe you 
can ask him about it and he'll know what it will be like 
to have this land of his taken away. 

This is why we are here today, 
to fight for our land, the land which we have lived on 
for thousands and thousands of years, long before the | 
first white man set foot on it. 

Should the pipeline go throug; 
there will be many foreign people pouring into this land 
of ours. Right now we are the majority, majority of 
the pipeline go through, we will be the minority, there- 
fore we will be pushed aside. Right now because we are 
the majority of people, I think we will be listened to, 


more anyways than if we were the minority. 
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7 If you put both pipelines | 
2) through, how much of the land will have to be excavated 
3 to put both the pipelines through and how much more of | 
7 it will have to be taken out to put the highway through, 
5 | if it was to go through. | 
6 | They bring out seismic companies 
7 every year, tearing up the land, doing seismic work, | 
3 | therefore they use dynamite which they place under the 
s ground, and they do their explorations all over the : 
es country. You can see it right now if you are flying over 
11| this land of ours. You will notice all the cat trails, 
125 winter trails which the cat has done, which was done for | 
+3) the explorations and looking for oil, I guess, natural | 
et gas and other minerals, which they werehoping to find 
15 | under this country of ours, or this land of ours. 
ae I have worked with a seismic com+ 
17 | pany, I can't recall when but it was in the mountains, 
18 | near the Wells, going towards the barren land,I can't 
19 | quite place where it is on the map or anything but it | 
20 | was close to the barren lands. You can tell that by the | 
a number of trees you find around there, there weren't very 
22 | many. And I have watched them place dynamite -- I | 
23 | haven't watched them put it in but I can see them blowing 


“4 them -- blow the dynamite up and when they blow up some 
ey of these dynamite, they blow out the ground. They call 
26" them blow-outs or something like that. They create a 
craterk-= 

28 i ; THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the > 
-““i seismic? | 


39 | MR. KAKFWI: Yes, the seismic 
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companies. 

THECOMMISSIONER: Explosive 
charges in the ground? 

MR. KAKFWI: Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I have 
seen those when they blow out. 


MR. KAKFWI: And some of these 





charges don't go off, so I suppose some of the dynamite 
they place in the ground are still there because I have 
never seen any of them being dug up again, because they : 
haven't been blown. | 
Forest fires are plentiful around 
this place, this country, this land of ours, and the 
forest fires don't just burn on top of the ground, they 
burn underneath. Some of these fires, underground fires, 
burn year around. You put =-- should the Gas Arctic | 
people put a gas pipeline through, and one of these fires 
starts over that line, the fire may burn underground and | 
gas is a highly explosive chemical. It's got a lot:of 
potential energy in it. Should it blow up, how much 
damage will it do? | 


You may find wherever the gas 


started from to where it ends, it will blow the whole 
country up. That's how explosive I think the gas is. 


We are fighting for this land because we live off it. 


“We have lived off it for as long as anybody can remember. 


I think if you go around and ask any of the Dene people 
which would you have, and you place, a piece of moose meat 
or caribou meat, and on the other hand you gve them a : 


canned meat from the Bay, I wouldn't be surprised at which 
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recognize a person walking down the road, you wouldn't 
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he would grab. I know which one I would grab anyways. | 
The meat, the moose meat or caribou meat, that's what I 
would grab. ; 


OUTMOr? Gris “Lanw “Of <OUTS, "we 


make many things, not only from the animals but from the | 
| 


trees also. From a tree, a man can make a canoe or snow | 


shoes. ~*vou Shoot’ a moose, ‘you'-can-get meat, tron “the hide 
you can make a jacket or you can make moccasins or muk- | 
luks for the winter. From a wolf or a wolverine, you | 
can make the trimmings for a parka. With the gas or 

pipeline, the pipeline which they are proposing to put 


through, should it wipe out all the animals and the 


vegetation which the animals live off, which in turn we 


Pave rOLr, Snouwrd “ihe “das "Or =the papel Ine be *purcetnrougn, | 
I think the vegetation will be destroyed. In return, 
the animals which live off these vegetations die. So 


will we. 


The air that we breathe out 


Here “tir owe -lrano rs clean, tts frest..“You don't silerl: J 


anything like that down south, at least I don't think SO, 
Should the pipeline come through and other major deve lop- 


| 


ments, or major developments come through,I think this | 


fresh air of ours which we breathe every day will be | 


polluted. There may come a time when more major companies 


| 


come in and the air comes more polluted. You may not i 


recognize his face, he may be wearing a gas mask or 
something. - | 
{ 


They say in 1492 Columbus dis- | 


covered America. Maybe ‘he was seen by some of the Se 
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people of this land, maybe they seen him put a stick into 
their ground with a flag at the end of it saying "I claim 
this land for my ener | 

isthink people would find .it 
pretty funny today if Ivwent across to Europe and put a 
flag into their land saying "I claim this land for the 
Dene people of the Northwest Territories*. We were 
civilized in our own way when Christopher Columbus came 
across here. Maybe our ways were different, but for 


ourself I think we had, you know, our own way of living, 


and they had their own, therefore we considered ourself 
also as civilized people. 

Like all the rest of the people 
that have spoken before, maybe I have repeated gome of 
these things that they have said but I've said it, so 
it may sink deeper into the minds of the people who are 
here or who will hear it when you go back down south. 

Maybe it will sink deeper into their heads that we don't | 
want the pipeline to come through this land of the Dene | 
people. | 

Thank you. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much. Would you let us have your written statement 


and it will be marked as an exhibit. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MR. TOMMY KAKFWI MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C-157) 
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URNARY 2, 8c. J. Caesar 


JAMES CAESAR, resumed: 

MR. CAESAR: Mr. Berger, I gave | 
my testimony before and I would like to give another one. 

7 Mr. Berger, I would like to say 
a few things on what I think everyone isitrying to tell 
you and the Pipeline Inquiry. We have told you the pipe- 
line is not necessary and that there will be no pipeline.. 
The reason that being the first, we own the land; 
second, we have lived here for thousands of years. For 
these reasons alone and others, we know the land and its 
ways better than any expert from the south. 

In the last two days, many of us. 
have learned a great deal. We have been informed by | 
experts of the pipeline that the pipeline will not do | 
any damage to the land or the animals that live on it 
because studies have been done about these things. The 
cat lines, or seismic lines, have already damaged our 
land. Some of us have told you we saw dead beavers, dead 
ducks and dead moose floating on our waters. 

Is the executive of the Govern- | 
ment of Canada and business companies going to send pers 
up here on our land and try to convince us that the moon | 
is made of cheese? We have been fooled, tricked and | 
cheated too many times that this is only a joke, or maybe 


a very serious plan that needs very careful attention on 


the part of everyone concerned with the pipeline, highway; 


‘or development in the past, present or in the near 


future that will be taking place on our land. 
Therefore, I would like to 
close my opinion advising you, Mr. Berger, to re-examine: 


and evaluate all the testimonies that the Dene people 
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have given to you, and give them your every consideration. 


That's all I have 
: THE COMMISSIONER: 
Thank you very much. We would like that s 


GmO. 


(WITNES 


(SUBMISSION BY MR. JAMES CAESAR MARKE 


EXHIBIT C-116-A) 


Sworn: 


MRS. COTCHILLY: 
Martina Cotchilly. I used to be a T'Selei 
sister to the two brothers here, and I come 
Good Hope, I was born and raised there. I 
and two kids. 

I have been to sc 
never finished, just went half way to high 
tonight, Mr. Berger, I would like to expre 
on your opening statement about what would 
impact on the land if the proposed pipelin 
through. 

In the past two d 
and wondering what my people say, I wonder 
days when I was on the land with my parent 
beautiful, especially in the spring about 


have a tent pitched on a lake, quiet in th 
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everything coming to life in the morning, even the plants 
seemed to move. 

4 The clearing for the proposed 
pipeline will be 120 feet wide. This tells me that some 
of our trees and plants will have to be destroyed, which 
I believe will never grow back. During the past two 
days, one of the members of the pipeline tells us there 
will be no damage done when the pipeline goes through, 
but in clearing 120 feet of land for the whole route of 
the pipeline, will surely destroy our trees and other 
vegetation. The route of the pipeline is more than a 
thousand miles long. This means that 40 square miles | 
of land will have to be cleared of all trees and veget- | 
ation. 

On top of this, there will be 
other clearings for compressor stations, stockiling and 
aimeortad se aldlgin4akh, wouscan't tel lame that he 
pipeline will not destroy anything. We Dene 
people love our land, our trees, our animals, we enjoy 
living on it. We hate seeing our land being destroyed, 
that all living animals depend on so much and in turn 
we depend on the animals and our land. 

I,too, would like to express 
my deepest concern for my land and for the future of my 


children. Therefore, in concluSion, Mr. Berger, we 


’ Dene people will never want the pipeline and that when 


you report back to Ottawa, would you give your deepest 
consideration of all the hearings in the Mackenzie 


Valley? 


Thank you, that's all I have to. 
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Pere M. Cotchilly 


J. Shae 


say tonight. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
and we would like to keep your statement and mark it as 


an exhibit. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MARTINA COTCHILLY MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C=-158) 
JEANNIE SHAE, Sworn: 


MISS SHAE: My name is Jeannie 
Shae. I was born in Fort Good Hope. I don't want 
the pipeline here because it's going to spoil our land 
and if they have the pipeline, we might have no Dene food 
to eat and we might just happen to eat white man's food. 
| I don't want the highway because 
all of the Dene people don't want the pipeline and the 
highway, you white men are trying to take away our land.. 
That \s*all-> ave to say. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well thank 
you very much, and if you will leave that statement with 


us, we will have it marked as an exhibit. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY-MISS JEANNIE SHAE MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT Cc=159) 
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CHIEF T'SELEIE: Car we SD. ARTO 
our statements now? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, yes, 


yes. 
ALFRED RABISCA, Sworn: 
MR. WRADLocAs,, Mr, Benger, anc 
members Of the inquiry party and the gas pipeline, 


my name is Alfred Rabisca and I've been born in Fort 
Good Hope and reborn in the.white society. 

Presently, I am working with 
Imperial Oil Limited. That doesn't mean I will be pull-/' 
ing for the oil companies or the pipeline. I would like to 
stand up with my people because I am a Dene, I can cive 
you facts of what I saw in my past years after I had 
finished my high school. I have worked with a seismic 
outfit, a pipeline company and the oil company. 

Working for the seismic company, 
I have done every category of work what they have been 
doing, and what they left behind was total destruction. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, 
I missed that. What they left behind -- 

MR. RABISCA: Total destruction 
on their path, their cut ~ines. ,.tthe times »theyused, to 


cut down trees, never bothered to put them beck in the 


“centre, and I just wonder if any of you have been through- 


out where the seismic lines have been cut. All you see 
is the permafrost melts underneath that cut line, and it 
Sinks deeper. If any of you do go up to the Sans Sault 


test site and you can see a cut line. It's sunk in so 
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| 
| deep, and looking at the map I can see where the trappers 
| 


cos 


2| travel, but you don't see deep gouges in the land, the 


wo 


land is left the way it was. It's not a checkerboard, 

| butvif you did have: alot of: seismic up here, you will see a 

5 | checkerboard, and every time I fly over the Northwest 

6 Territories around this areapeuULrClookeat my next friend 
and tell him "Let's play checkers from the air". 

| Being a Dene, I only take pride 
in what I am and I am proud to be with my people, speaking 
10 up for them, and working for the oil company doesn't mean 
thateal will be sticking with them all the time. I only 


12 work because I too got to live, I make money but I can 


LJ 


go to an outhouse and use that money. I'm not greedy for 


a 


it; T’only use it the way MR.feabiike 1: 

BS Working up at the Beaufort Sea, 
| I have seen some seismic companies coming along, leaving 
17 | their garbage behind and in the spring time when the snow 
18 | thaws out, it sinks in; right “in the ice, that's the 
first thing that the sun rays hit is -- 

20 | THE COMMISSIONER: The first 


-i 6 «thing what? 


ice) 


MR. RABISCA: The sun rays in 


the spring time hit and it sinks right in the ice. 


ts 


I have workedwith the Eskimos 
| up there and they are pretty peculiar about what we throw 
op ‘out, and I think they are right for what they are stancing 
up there too. 
3 : There is a little island which 


we can't go on because it's prohibited for us to go in 


ee Ee 
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THE COMMISSIONER: There's a 


little island that what? 
MR. RABISCA: 


that's our base camp up there. 


AceTunonuk, 


THE COMMISSIONER: That's 


Imperial's base camp in the Beaufort Sea? 


MR. RABISCA: 


yes." Well» it's 


not really exactly in the Beaufort Sea, it's right in the 


Mackenzie Delta there. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mackenzie 


Delta. 


MR. RABISCA: 


Yes. 


THE COMMIT SOLONER 782 Yess 


MR. RABISCA: 


And the Eskimos 


claim it's sacred ground. There was one time, the first 


time the oil companies came up there, 


one of them 


decided -= when the southern boys came in, decided tO 


steal a human skull. Well I can tell you, they are 


still after that. man. 


I take pride in my own pecple 


here. They have got my deepest respect for the way they 


talked. They are fighting for the 


Landtve® Ths lone 


was never conquered. Those land squatters came up here, 


and our forefathers didn't speak a word of English. 


White man came and gave them a piece of paper and said 


‘mark Vour x. Wel eden teeth ae nae a ae as SLOnecure: 


Nowadays when I go sign my 


piece of paper, I put my signature on it, there's no X. 


fre. put fan xr tei Menem 2 een put nyo, they Would "say 


no, your name has to be written down. 


Well if they don't: 
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accept an X, then that treaty where that X was made 
shouldn't be accepted. 

| Living in white society, I have 
seen a lot of things. I have made my own money to travel 


across Canada, that was what I earned. In the future, I 


‘want to see the rest of the world, if I live that long, 


but what I saw down south is nothing compared to what you 
see up here. The white man may think of an Indian up 
here as a stupid Indian or whatever they can call then, 
but when I went down south in my travels, I've seen winos, 
bums, tramps, hobos, whatever you can call them, and 
even times some of them would come up to me and ask me 
for a quarter for a bowl of soup. I keep my eyes open 
watching them and no, they didn't go in the restaurant 
and).get a,bowl.of soup,,.they went directly to the bar. 
When they do come up here to 
get a job, when they come up here they would look at an 
Indian and say, "Oh, he's a stupid drunk, don't bother 
him". He should have saw himself aan down south 
before he got a job up here. Like a lot of my people 
were saying, that they will bring drug addicts up here, 
I think they are right. Where I work I have seen a lot 
of drug addicts, some of them were even asked to leave 
the country or the Territories. The Eskimos just didn't 
want it, and I think my people wouldn't want it either. 
Liquor was good enough, that 
put..a little mark. on their souls, and. on, the land 
itself, and this land is just like my own ranch. Workinc 
with the pipeline out of Brandon, Manitoka, I've seen 


farmers, and they charged the pipeline for putting that 
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pipeline ‘through ‘their land. <I think. the Dene nation 
has ehateiane too, if they put the pipeline, they should 
charge. ws 
We are the new generation and we 
have wakened up. We know what's going on. The white man 
educated us, oh yes they educted us maybe to go alongside 
with them but we haven't. They taught us to be a little 
smarter and some day that we turned against them. This 
day and age, it's happening, and I do believe that our | 
younger generation, which is coming up next behind us, | 
wiklteven fight tharder for sthis .hand. 
And while working at the Sans | 
Sault test site, I was there, I seen them bringing muskec, 
Citety fromsthe eastermacountxy dndiputting iit tim itmench. 
I doubt very much if many people have stood in that 
trench. Solid ice, maybe a foot and a half down,solid 
ice. We dug an eight foot trench, and you put that 
little bit of dirt in there, but I do believe if they 
ever dug that Sans Sault test site up, how far down 
did that permafrost melted. Once you cut it, you will 
never stop anything, she'll just melt. 
Although they showed us diagrams 
saying they were going to have the pipeline refrigerated, 
that permafrost, nothing will stop it. It will melt for 


sure. Like some of the boys, a lot of them had experiende 


‘with the -- or some of them had experience with the 


pipeline, seismic. We all know that this country of ours 
here, right here in Good Hope is a complete checkerboard. 
A lot of new creeks are forming but they are probably 


all polluted. Waste oil just left behind, garbage, 
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whatever they left behind, it's unwanted up here. 

And I say to the pipeline out- 
fitnv-1£ you want gravel -- they are bringing tons and 
tons of solid pipe up here and that weighs a lot, maybe 
you should bring your gravel along, don't touch that 
Land, anW@u can afilord;to bringspipes.up here, syou;can 
afford to bring gravel from the south up here. 

I know from experience, because 
I have done everything. I worked on aircraft for a 
number of years, joined the Navy for a year and a half, 
everything I wanted to learn, I went through it and I am 
glad that I did. I'm sure glad I came from a _ proud 
mother. My brothers left school ahead of me; I did 
a few years of trapping, never learned much, I always 
ended up back in school. 

I wish times that I was like my 
brothers, living out in the bush and being free, feeling | 
theanicersresh aia bhhatii ibreatheun.coing seuth,; I just 
smell something different, the air stinks to me. You 
can smell it. I think every member of the party, when 
you do go back south you will smell that air, there is a | 
change. 

So I hope the land claim is 
settled before the pipeline goes through, and I hope | 


i 
\ 
| 


Gas Arctic people take serious note, maybe study a 


little harder, but not at this moment, maybe the pipeline 


shouldn't go through. I agree with my people wholeheart- 
edly. . | 
TL ¥think this statement should 


be good enough for tonight. I will see some reports, I 
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work with Gas Arctic people up north too. I work right 
beside them. I see reports coming in of what's going to | 
be done, and I know exactly what's going on, but I will 
trout, thet pipeline too, 1. 'mrin ©or iu, And I wilt ask 
our Eskimo counterparts to help us out too and some south-. 
ern people who may help us in this need now, CON te 
hesitate, just go on right ahead and help us. 

Thank you ladies and gentlemen. 


THE COMMISSIONER: fhank you 


very much, sir, | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
FRED RABISCA, resumec. 


MR. 6URABISCAY” Mr, Blair, Mr. 
Berger, Gas Arctic people, I have already made my testi- 
mony yesterday but I still have some more to say. 

The government has took enough 
advantage of my people, my land and myself in the past 
years. Government tricked, cheated and stole from us. 
Sure, we gave, that is what he wanted but what do we 
Dene people got in return? Nothing but trouble. Ever 
since they came, they brought trouble, they did it for | 


their own good, their own benefit and green paper, 


what's so-called money. 


By education, I was a teacher 
io; , “oo mand Os DUE that was Only’ for == I had only 
two weeks training and then I got my certificate, but 


in those three years I taught, I was getting paid $350.00) 


hae See 7 
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a month, and do you think that this is enough to make a 
living on? No. The education taught to the children 
were against the wishes of the people and still it had i 
be taught because it was brought there by the government. 
They had no say, it looked as if they had no right on 
their own land and what they wanted and there are a few 
adults here who have graduated, made it to Grade 12, and 
after they graduated, the government did nothing for 


them. Sure, he pushed them through school to learn in 


their ways, to change them, to live in a white man's 
system, but after they finished graduation, I feel as if) 
he ignored them. | 
Social welfare, he brought it in 
so he can keep the people from going out into the land 
and to live in town, where they will have no worries. 
And ‘alcohols: where he can putimy people ,to sleep, to get 
them to fight amongst each other and classify them into 
individual groups. 

I have worked here and there 
among white people, and they laugh at the Dene people 
in front of me, because they call them drunkards. I 
wonder if they ever think about themselves. They are 
hippies, robbers, murderers, drug addicts, alcoholics 
and others in their south, and if you white people take 


over, and I can see it on this proposed pipeline and the. 


highway, even now we Dene people in our own country and 


| 


our own land, I feel that we have very little in our 
own community. Like some have already said. 
Yesterday, one of the people 


from the pipeline said that it will not damage our lanc. 
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He's from the south, who had never lived and experienced 
in the north the way we Dene people live, the way vw Dene 
people make our Dene Can he come up in the north and 
make his living in the bush, by himself? I don't think 
so. Do we Dene people ever go out into the south and try 
todo yihings yea: vyoumtland ss to destroy tyouyf your *children, 
your land and your future? No. We stay in our == on 
our land because we cannot depart from it. 

This land we are proud of it, 
the way we live on it, the way we make our living. I 
also will tell you when I went out to Winnipeg in April, 
when I arrived in Winnipeg, it was -- the temperature 
was very high, and it was very hot compared to my land, 
where there's fresh air, cool air, no pollution, and in 
this Winnipeg, there was no fresh air. And one old lady 
met me and she was a white lady, and then she asked me, 
"Are you a northern?" I said "Yes", and then she said, 
"I hear so many talk about the pipeline that the white 
people want to build on your land", and she said, "I was 
in the north once". She said "I loved that country 
because there's fresh air, no pollution, no sickness", 
and then she said, "Look at this city. Is there any es) 
any fresh air for you", and I said "No". There was not 
one open land, there was just straight buildings. Some 
very old and torn down, and then she said, "When you are 
here, please be careful. You can never tell what will 


happenicto' yous dink thescd ty "t. 
So I stayed there three days 


and I stayed in my room. The only time.I want out was to 


have breakfast and attend meetings. I was homesick, I 


“ soaidst <4 
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did not like it, I wanted to go home and I came back. 
Just remember, it's only three days. 

a Do you white people have the 
freedom, lake. we, Dene, people? »1; don't .think,.so. , That 
is the reason there is so many white people coming into our 
country, and yet, what more do you white people want? 
Didn't we give you enough, can't you leave us alone and 
let us be the way we are? 

Do you all know the word 
"respect"? It came from you. Do you. know the full mean- 
ingt Off Ite Wedd dadidatedd wou, this; idon't. think. so. 

We Dene people, we have respect for our land, children, 
people and the future. We are not selfish or ignorant. 

We have respect of what we have, and this land where we 
were born, it is where we will die. This land is what 

we live by, and yet the government people, I know they 

are trying hard to take it from us. Why? Because eres 
green paper on it, which you so called money. 

Do you think we live for only 
today? No, we live for yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
How about you? 

Yes. Mr. Bexger ~.Luknow, as a 
northern, as a Dene, that the pipeline will damage and 
destroy us, kill us, and the land itself, the future and 
the people themselves. Why can't we control our own 
rights? Instead, decisions are made out in Ottawa by people 
who I don't think know a thing about the north; a 
thing about the way the Dene people live, the way they 
make their living, and about the man in Yellowknife. 


Who is the governor of this lana? 
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To this day, I really don't know but I was told so many 


times that we Dene people are the governor of our country 


and of our people and yet it's not true. We are not 
given that chance, we are being pushed around too much 
on our land. Maybe you had let my people sleep by the 
alcohol you brought, but now they are awakened and we 
Wild =tigne. for our land; for our ways. 

Money means nothing to us. Do 
you think we Dene people need money to live? No. 

Well, Mr. Berger, there were a 
lot of boys who wanted to give their testimony but they 
are out fighting a forest fire. The only thing the 


government can give them for employment. I am also an 


| 


| 


employment officer at the moment. They sent Dene people 


from here to Fort Smith where they can be apart from 
their land to teach them. Fort Smith is in Northwest 
Territories, and still the hen people who were sent 
there guit because they wanted to come back to their 
land, and they wonder if there is any training to be done 
in their home settlement, so Mr. George Barnaby and I 
wrote out and to this day, I think it was in November, 
and to this day we never got an answer back, 
I phoned and they said it will 

be in the mail and yet it never came. We are totally 


ignored, we were always ignored until today. 


Judge Berger, that's all I have 


to say but I'll tell you, my people who spoke to you 
are not telling you-any fairy tales. They are telling 
you the truth, from down deep in their hearts, so I hope 


when you get back into Ottawa, you'll take full 
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consideration on it. 
That's all I have to say. 
Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


John T'Seleie, resumed 
| 
| 


) 
\ 


MR. T'Seleie: MR. Berger, you 


have heard the people and the message must be very clear.' 
| 
| 


That message, I think, is that there will be no pipeline. 


I think all the people who have spoken were all trying to 
make one thing pretty clear, that I don't think some | 
people understand. 

TIT don't think people in Ottawa 
understand that, and so I just want to say what my under- 
Standing of that message is. 

What I mean is a way or Ware), 
and in order that you fully understand, I think you have © 
toanjust thear with mes and lirstenctockind tof rmy Gdafe story. 
I'm 24 years old now and I spent about, I guess in all 
about 17 years in school, and I was taken away when I was 
six years old and I went through high school and then I | 
went to university, and all through that time I had very 
little idea of what anything was about, and I was raised | 


{ 
i] 


on I guess the same kinds of feelings that any kind of 


college student might have in the white man's society. 


And it took me quite a while to discover that I was a 
pretty disjointed person, and so two years ago I came 
back and I spent a bit of time on the land with my 


parents, and there I discovered a lot of different things 
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about the place that I came from that I didn't know 
before. 
I discovered that a trapper or 
a hunter is the same as being a lawyer or a judge or a 
doctor. I discovered that there was a whole spiritual 
dimension to living off the land. A lot of southern 
people, the only thing they understand about living off 
the land is throwing a bunch of gear into a camper and 
going to where there are a few thousand people ad sort 
of pretending to be bush men. But the way of life of 
the people isn't like that, it's a life of survival, 
and it's the only thing that people know. 

I think some people have in 
their ideas, or their heads, the idea that Indian people 


are the kind that you see on the reserve, but it isn't 


like that up here. People don't have a reserve mentality. 


When you receive strong words, 
when people tell you about what is deep in their hearts, 
I think that ought to be listened to. I think our people 
understand survival because most of their lives they have 
he@ to ‘spénd ‘struggling ‘for survival. ~ Life ‘off the ‘Land 
is hard, and there are many times when a lot of people 
I“think come pretty ‘close to the end: of their lives. ~ So 
the message I think is that the people of the north will 
approach the pipeline question with the same kind of 
determination that it takes for them to live off the 
land, and living off the land is -- well it's a life and 
death struggle. 

can’t say much more than 


that. 'Tnank you. ; 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mr. T'Seleie. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


1 
{ 


GHORGE BARNABY, resumed, 
a ee) | 


MR. BARNABY: I think that the 
people who are listening to this hearing, and maybe a 
lot of white people in the south, have a lot to learn 
from the native people. 

The native people are the only 


ones who can really protect this land. By living, by 


having a way of life that is related so close to the land, 


they needed to carry on their way of life. The people 
can't live without the land and the land can only be 
protepted Hyiithen, 

If money corrupts our lives and 
thinking, we will spoil this land for money. If people 
were interested in money, a lot of them would have 
sold out already. The white man should look closely at 
the system that he lives within. To them, everything is 


a commodity, to be either bought or sold. This includes 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
\ 


people. The rich people who control this system find it 


imsthe iain tere sits ho» keepadktogolngyn for tbheyr ane: the 


ones who have the money to buy, in other words, control. 


They should look closely at the philosophy of the Dene 


which is sharing. 
Do not look at the people in 
the confines of this settlement. They are not their 


true selves. You see them in the bush, that's where 


j 
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you will give them your respect. 

Everything that's happened in 
the north, all LHe vhithgk that's taken place, has not 
been brought about by the people. Until such time as 
they have the control over the changes that go on, there 
should be no more talk of pipeline or development. 

That's all I have to Say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Barnaby. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF FRANK T'SELEIE, resumed 


CHIEF T'SELEIE: Mr. Berger, 
members of the Inquiry party, and the gas pipeline com- 
panies, I want you to listen, I want you to listen 
Clearly. Like the lady said, take your ears out of 
your behind and listen. 

I would like to say a little 
more before the closing of the inquiry in Fort Good Hope. 
You have heard our people, and I don't think any of you 
who came here, who listened to our people, can honestly 
say you can't understand us, and it was made clear to 
this= inquiry that® this is> our land.” © I-want- ‘to’ make* this 
clear, that the issue is recognition of our rights to 


the land;the° rights to’ control our’ lives, the right to 


‘self-determination of our people. Until such time that 


our rights are recognized by the federal government and 
the pipeline companies, we the Dene nation cannot sit 
down and talk pipeline. 


.When the federal government 


: . 
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recognizes that we have the right to decide what happens 
on our land, then and only then, we as the Dene nation, 
will be willing to:sit down with you and discuss your 
proposal for our land. 

I hope that this inquiry has 
been a real step forward towards that day, however, we 
must all realize that there is much to’. be done on both 
Sides before we have reached that point. 

I wish to thank all our people, 
and all of the people who did take their time to come 
and hear what was said, to come here and listen to what 
was said. 

Lywish, torthank, Mr.,Bergex.,..1 
wish to thank Mr. Blair. I hope from this hearing all 
of us will remember, again I hope we all remember what 
was said here, and that all of us will work to have the 
recognition of the rights of the Dene Nation. 


That's all I have to Say. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
want to thank the Chief T'Seleie and the members of the 
band council and Mr. Louison , the chairman of the 


settlement council for the statements that they have 


‘given the Inquiry, and I want to thank all of you who 


live here in Good Hope for coming forward and telling me 
what you think and the way you feel about the proposal 
to build a pipeline up the Mackenzie Valley. 


Buwant, fo. thank, and, of, they 
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are no longer with us this evening I can understand why, 
but I hope what I say will be conveyed to them, I want 
to thank our interpreters, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Jackson and 
Mr. Kakfwi, for assisting the people who spoke in Slavey, 
and assisting those who spoke in English and assisting 
Me . 

Il want #toethank ali *of you for 
the hospitality you have shown to the inguiry party and 
to the pipeline representatives who are here at my 
invitation, as I said at the outset, to answer your 
questions and to listen to what you have to say. I have 
listened carefully to what each of you has said because |, 
I feel that I can learn something from each one of you, 
that is the attitude that I have toward every witness who 
gives evidence at this inquiry, both at the formal hear- 
ings in Yellowknife and in the community hearings in the 
Mackerake "Val Véy, sand-Il feel ehat’ Ir Rave learned *some- 
thing from each one of you. 

I told you at the beginning 
that these people here to my left are making a permanent 
reeord of everything that has been said. I will be 
sending a copy of that record t6 "Chief “T'Seleie and to | 
Mi LOuison, and I will have a copy myself so that I can 
go back and read what you have told me these past three 
days. 

Pethink. 1) -snould-say that 
am obliged, it is my duty to hear what people throughout 
the, Mackenzie Valley and the northern Yukon have to say 
about the proposal to build a pipeline and all of its 


ramifications, and I will be visiting the remainder of 
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the communities that I have not yet been to, that is why 
I am going to Colville Lake tomorrow, and to Norman Wells 


on -- maybe I am going to Colville Lake today, maybe I'm 


not, and Norman Wells on Saturday, because I intend to 


make sure that the people who live in the north, native 


people and white people, old people and young people, 


are given a fair hearing. But I think that there has 


been these past three days, a clear and ummistakable 


expression of the wishes of the people of Fort Good lag 


and the statements that each of you made helped me to 


understand why you took the stand that you did. | 


teknow that forgmany otuyoutl ti. | 
was not easy to say the things you did, that it took 
courage to summon up the memory of things you had tried 
to forget or that you had in your minds and had waited 

a long time to say. I know you believed the things that 
you told me, and I will be thinking about the things 

you have told me, and I want to thank all of you again 
for attending the hearings these past three days, and 

the Inquiry will stand adjourned until it reconvenes in 
Colville Lake. 


So thank you all again. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 8TH, 1975) 
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I Norman Wells, N.W.T. 


August ,9th; 21973. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well I 
will call our meeting to order, ladies and gentlemen, 

| now that we are all comfortable. 

| I am Judge Berger and I am 

| conducting an inquiry to consider what the impact will 

be of the pipeline that Arctic Gas and Foothills Pipe- 

12 | lines want to build to bring natural gas from the 

ATCEIG LO ‘the south, 

I am holding hearings in every 
community in the Mackenzie Valley, the Mackenzie Delta 
and'tthenNortherhn Yukony:lakelysto be affected: by: the 
pipslinesiftht derbuiltil Dnem toaconsiderywhakdwidl 
likely be the social, economic and environmental impact 
of the pipeline if it is built, and I am to recommend | 


| to the Federal Government, the terms and conditions 





under which it is to be built if they decide that it 
should be built. So I am here to obtain your help in 
determining what the impact will likely be if it is 
built, and in making recommendations to the government 
of Canada. | 


I want to hear from you, from 


white people and native people, from old people and 

as 
young people;what you have to say is/important to me | 
29 | and tonthisedinquiry ascowhate therexperts)h the scientists. 


and engineers and biologists and the lawyers have to 
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say at the formal hearings in Yellowknife. For that 
reason, when you are giving evidence, I'll ask you to 
be sworn in the same way that we require witnesses to 
be sworn at the formal hearings at Yellowknife. 

I should say that the people 
sitting to my left, the young ladies who use that mask, 
are simply making a record on tape of everything that 
is said here so that it can be transcribed and typed 
and then we will have a permanent record of what you | 
have to tell me here today; andarthatvof conrsexe =. 4a pone 
of that will be sent back to the settlement so that 
the settlement will itself have a copy. 

i ishoudd @lsotsay thati the 
Oy Be€oohasamd teamofebroadcasterst wmhoyaccompany. the 
Inquiry so that they can report each evening on the 
northern network on what you have to say, so that people 
throughout the north will know what you have had to 
say, and there are people from the -- other people from 
the media with us who will be reporting what you have 
to say to the” inquiry. 


Now, Canada and the United 


States have a great appetite for oil and gas and that 
is why the government of Canada is considering this 
gas pipeline. But before the government decides what | 


to do, they want to know what you think about it and 
| 


- that is why they have sent me here. It is vital that we 


take a hard look now at this pipeline and what its 
consequences will be, for once the first shovel full of | 
earth has been dug, once the first length of pipe has 


been haidratmwill be too late, and I have invited 
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representatives of both pipeline companies to be here 
today to answer your questions and to listen to what 
you have to say. Mr. Carter and Mr. Rowe and Mr. Hardy 
are here from Arctic Gas and Mr. Blair and Mr. Elwood 
are here from Foothills Pipelines,. and /it?you! wishes to 
ask any of them any questions, just go right ahead and 
tell me what it is you want to ask them, but remember 
too, tney are here to disten to what you have, to say as | 
well. | 
So I want you, the people who | 


lave here,who make’ the north your home, to tell me what 


you would say to the government of Canada if you could 
tell them what was in your minds, and then I will make 
my report and recommendations to the government. It is| 
not for me to decide whether or not a pipeline will be 
built, that is a matter for the government of Canada 
on the recommendation of the National Energy Board to 
decide. But we are here to consider what the impact 
will be, and to make recommendations in that regard. ) 
SoVl thinksthattsiallnighave 
to say, and I look forward to hearing now from any of | 
you who wish to speak, and if you wish to speak, those 
of you who are at tables with microphones, you can 
just remain there seated and speak, and any of you who 


wish to come forward, there's a microphone at this 


- table here and you can come forward and be seated and 


just take your time and say whatever you have to say 
in your own way. | 
MRS. HOWARD: I have a brief 


here before me. | 


\\ 9 ee 
oT we oa 
er 
















oe a F ey - 
ry) us, 


: sakes ey a . as ante es nae a i 
| DR RE Dg ieee 
Vouelt ca ona aves ea ne aa Foi cali 
ot. dei woy 34 bas Jeani oats lntinsoot mois nied ers 
brs beers sdpiz op sent. anotses yrs “inetd 20 yrie! see 
todmemex gud , meds Aes) od tasw Hoy! at ti tadw om Liss 
@e ys@ o¢ evs voy dsriw o8| noseit od a19r ex) yertt), 00% 
| ae a Vin 66 CO er Wr FO ow @lbrtow 
Seach algosy eft voy shew't omivy 4) ool peri iiey We i) 
tsdw om ites ot , smorl soy 40m’ biti sis ofw,ersd evil | 
eos voy ti sbensd Yo snomtxevop: sit oF yse biuow toy i 
sxem LLiw i nadt+ bos \ebaim awoy at esw tetiw meds Lied [eat 


— _ 7 
7 “@ - _ 
as 

—_ 
e a ae 
~~ . = ; 

+ re 7 = - 

— 





#i tI yanemnrrevop sit of! enoitsbrommossx bis Jtogsxy ym , es 

od Lliw enileqiq 5 don +o asdiedw sbioob os om tot ton sce 
“q 

sbann2 to trtemrkevep: ots 10% asttam 8) pie gatit: potted a! 


ot bised yousn {snottse ond to notsabaasmmoeoe2’ sat fo ay 
Josagni, odd tsriw tebienad, ” sisd S16 ow ove ~shiosb tL 

+bispex gads ab aioe usialanstia's oism of bas ,sd’ Iiiw - Vier 
event I ffs attends Anidd I 02 agcti ene ue Ye & , GS 


——— 


26 Yue mort won prinssit) oF” buswi0% Ajool I bans ,yse ot ff 
| gaods ,xseaqe oF Haiw voy th bas -,aseqa or Awbw artes HOY cc 
| asd uoy \ssnedyoroim détw welded Ie exe oltw BOY a 
| eckinaembeanemne bis Ue geut eS | 
| add 38 ettodgoiples etogede | hxswi0?) in. se [ps 
| brs bosses od bas bxmwroly mos! nop woe Om oto obey bse 
yaa: od ovad woy -cavadirin a fi! | vs 


(A deed ts he rae veh 





ALLWEST 
PRIN ROBY 2s, eG 


10 | 


b-4 
i 


5 


ad 
~] 


fnat 


ne) 
} 


bo 
f 


Bl 


207 


\O 


REPORTING LTD. P howard 


DHE, COMMISSIONER: LAFimest Could 
we just have your name, ma'am? 

MRS. HOWARD: j-_/Oh.ait's;, Pat 
Howard. 

THE COMMISSIONER: (clhécothe 
ladies with you are going to add anything, they micht 
as well be sworn now.too if.theyvares.goingmtokjoinlin 


the.discussion. 
PAT HOWARD, Sworn: 


MRS. HOWARD: I woulda first 
like to say that this brief has been prepared by the 
executive of the Parent Teachers' Association here in 
Norman Wells, and the executive at present are out of 
town, so I am just reading the brief for them. 

"Brief to the Berger Commiss- 
ion from the Norman Wells Parent-Teacher Associaton 
"The following brief has been prepared by Vera | 
Gauthier and Muriel Wilson on behalf of concerned 
parents and teachers of the Norman Wells Parent-Teacher | 
Association. It should be pointed out at this time 
that the Association takes an impartial view regarding 
the construction of the proposed pipeline, but it is | 
their wish that the Commission be made aware of the 
problems which would arise in Norman Wells with regard 
to schooling should a sudden influx of students arrive 
to attend classes here. 

| "Should the pipeline construct- 


ion commence, as proposed, during the 1976-77 winter | 
. 
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months, with over sixty permanent jobs available at 
Norman Wells, this could very conceivably put a con- 
siderable strain on the school facilities at Norman 
Wells with which we would not be able to cope. 

"The Norman Wells School con- 
Sists of four 'temporary' portable Atco classrooms. 
Three of these classrooms were obtained from Aklavik 
in 1968, as they were surplus at that settlement. 

A fourth Atco classroom was added to the complex in the 
fFerlely:0 fat) Wisema There! akenpresently Geuniweeachers and 
one assistant teacher on staff. 

"The enrollment of, approxi- 
mately 80 students utilizes the four classrooms to 
their full extent, with no facilities for recreation, 
despite repeated requests to the Department of 
Education. 

"One of the classrooms has a 
floor which is frequently 'giving way' and has to be 
‘jacked-up' in order to keep it in a reasonably safe 
condttion, 

As) faulty Pe eee oat has 
for years been a constant source of aggravation and 
discomfort and in certain instances a considerable 
danger hazard to students and teachers. 

"In 1972 we were advised by 
the Department of Education that a $295,000.00 four | 
classroom school was approved in the estimates for 
the 1972-73 fiscal year. We have been unable to secure, 
ate fuxrthereinforma tironvasiut oiwhat chappened towthese 


funds. . 
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"The school grounds have been 
a constant source of annoyance to the teachers, parents 
and children due to the very unfavourable conditions 
of the grounds. There has been some improvement during 
the past year, inasmuch as we now have Shale spread 
over the grounds, which eliminates some of the mud but 
does nothing to eliminate the wear and Poser as child- 
ren's clothes. 

"Housing facilities for tea- 
chers at Norman Wells consists of two dwellings, suit- 
able for two married teachers. Additional teachers 
would of course mean additional housing required. 

"We have learned from previous 
experience that students’ books must be ordered many 
months in advance, otherwise there is a long and frus- 
trating waiting period before the books required are 
finally* obtained. =? they sharing of *books+does not, as 
we have also learned, give a student a fair chance to 
proceed at his (or her) own speed. 

"We have been advised by Mr. 

Macpherson, Director’ of Education, that they“are 
prepared to react quickly should a sudden influx of 
population caused by Gevelopments in the MacKenzie 
Corridor arise. However, we wish to state our concern > 
that®’this-may Tesurt Wn quickly bringing? in more | 
‘temporary portable classrooms, which we are not | 
Prepasxsedrreraccepr, 

, "To sum up the situation 


briefly, the major concerns at this time are as 


follows: 
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| (1) Inadequate school facilities. 
(2) Unsuitable playground conditions. 

(3) Inadequate housing for teachers. 


(4) The problem of obtaining sufficient books, desks 
and other supplies should a sudden influx of 
students occur. 
(5) Lack of recreation facilities. 
(6) Faulty heating systems -- contributing to a 
continual source of problems. 
"In lieu of these concerns, 
we would appreciate any comments by the Commission 
with regard to what, if any, responsibility they are 
prepared to,take-an-4the,matter. 
THE-COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Howard. Would-youse let,us;, have that 
brief and it will be made part of the permanent re- 
cord of the proceedings of the inquiry. 
(BRIEF FROM PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION MARKED EXHIBIT C+-lf 
THE COMMESSIONER: This might be an appropriate 
time, now that you have raised one or two of these 
issues, for me to ask the representatives of the pipe- 
line companies just to tell us a little bit about what 
they plan to do here in Norman Wells, if they are 
allowed; to, build, the. pipeline...» Mr. Carter ,,d:wondex 
if Mr. Rowe would mind telling us where the nearest 


construction spread would be, generating stations, anc 


- Mrs. Howard mentioned the permanent jobs, 60 in number, 


but it. might be useful just to discuss the construction 
phase and then the permanent job phase. Would you do 
that, Mr. Rowe? 


MRE \ROWEESS Yes7Rrsire 
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THE COMMISSIONER: «If you 


like, you could come over to this microphone and just 


fh 


3 sort of face the people. hnyadon' tryeurhjust sit 
| around o S => 

4 OFF ee rere SO ta Grerne ROWE.) (raetnad 

5 | MR. ROWE: During the con- 
| 

6 || struction phase of the pipeline, there would be two 


7 |i construction camps located near Norman Wells. One cf 


S| them would be about 15 or so miles north of the town 
2 itself, and the other one would be about 30 miles to 
10 | the south of the town of Norman’ Wells.:-oin, the. town 
| itself, there would be a stockpile area and a wharf 


Le Site which would probably be utilized, the same one as 


ict is being constructed now would be utilized for the 

val off-loading of pipe and materials. 

15. During the construction phase, 
16 | I wouldn't anticipate that there would be a great load 
igs on the local facilities, Mthe ischools’, hospitalsiand so 
18) on, however during the operating phase of the pipeline, 
19 | there would be a major centre here for ‘the operational 


personnel. This would involve the members, the staff 


t 
oe | 


Jie members for the pipeline and their families. It's the 

Qe policy of Arctic Gas to USe@ theiflocalitaciirtiesriand 

23 | cooperate with the Department of Education and the Health 
244 | and Welfare for medical services to expend the existing 
25a facilities wherever possible, rather than to duplicate | 
26 | ‘ them for the pipeline employees themselves. It. would 

277 || be a matter to be resolved I guess at the time when the! 
2a | number of additional students were known to the 
community. 

| 


39 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well let's 
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1| backtrack a bit, you said there's a construction camp 
21 north of Norman Wells. How far north is that? 
3 y. MR. ROWE: Somewhere in the 
4 | order of 15 miles. 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER:: . And ihow 
i 
6 many men would be at that construction camp? 
fe MR; IROWBxuwy Dt: would) be: a 
a typical camp with about 800, -- 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: And -- 
10| MR, ROWE: -- men. 
Bae THE COMMISSTONER: -- there 
AN ed would be a camp south of Norman Wells, how far south? 
iy) MR. WROWE :fede thinkesthats “in 
14 | the order of 30 miles south of the town. 
TSiii THE COMMISSIONER: Anc it would 
L6 likewise be a camp of 800 ? 
17 MR. ROWE: Yes, it would: be, 
18 | a spread camp. 
19 | THE COMMISSIONER: And what 
20 | would be the acreage occupied by the stockpile site in 
21! Norman Wells itself? 
22 | MR. ROWE: The. typical stock- 
\ 
23 | pile site acreage for the pipe is in the orderof 25 
74 | acres. | 
25 | THE COMMISSIONER: And was | 
26 | - Mrs. Howard right in saying that there would be 60 
27) permanent jobs in Norman Wells -- 
29:1 MR. isROWE su eine that? onder wy, yes, 
29 | tiiee ts correct. 
20 | | THE COMMISSIONER: That is, 
| 
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1 | once the pipeline is operating, you would have 60 


people stationed here in Norman Wells? 





3 | MR. ROWE: Yes, the operating 
4| personnel. 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER: And the 
6 | three places, the three principal places where you would 
7 il have people stationed would be Inuvik, Norman Wells 
3 | BendjiHayaRiver,hasathak “sight? 
9 | MR.+ROWEsmpFortaSimpsons, 
| THE COMMISSIONER?) | Fort.Samp- 
11] SONgmYes« eAddy wright. 
L2 Mrs. Howard, if you wanted to 
131 ask Mr. Rowe any questions, feel free, we're just coinc 
14 | to have a -- 
Lo MRS. HOWARD: Endon.s&i have 
16 any questions offhand, but I'm sure once this report 
17 | comes back to this settlement possibly there will he 
18 | some arise after reading that. 
ro MR. ROWE: If there are any 
29 further questions, she might address them at a later 
21} date to Arctic Gas in Calgary and we would be happy 
22 3 to try and respond. 
23] THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. Well, 
24) Mr. Elwood,,would you, Likejto.cover some of the same 
25 | eroundsen behalfeefiiFoothalls? I guess everyone: here 
26 - knows that there are two companies, one Arctic Gas, 
27| the other Foothills, each wants to build. the pipeline, 
28 | and as far as Norman Wells is concerned, it follows 
29 || ve same route, whichever company gets the right to 


30 | buildeit,«if onesof,them dees. 
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MR. ELWOOD: Mr. Burrell will 
respond for us, he has been sworn in Hay River. 

THE -COMMISSIONERSS Yess vMr. 

MR. BURRELL: Resumed 

MR. BURRELL: With respect to 
the construction of the pipeline, we will have a con- 
struction camp. There will also be two close to Norman 
Wells, as Mr. Rowe was saying. Our closest construct- 
ion camp will be located at the compressor station 
south of Norman Wells, which is about 15 miles away 
from*the+community.°°To the north, the distance -- the 
next construction camp would be about 34 t0°35 miles 
away. 

We anticipate that those 
construction camps would house 300 to 500 people, 
depending upon the activity at the time. Also, I would 
like to stress that during construction these camps 
would be* fully contained}; *which would mean- that; the 
personnel residing in them and working out of them would 
have all the facilities that they require in order to 
remain in the camp full tameS©oScoewe do not * scerthac 
during construction that there would be any need: for 
people “to come into town on a caSual basis. Certainly 
there may be need to come in on business, but that would 
be a very, very small item. 

As far as -- and these camps, 
as I said would be located at compressor stations, So 
that when the pipeline came into operation we would 
have compressor stations located at those sites, the 


closest as I said before, being about 15 miles from 
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town. 

In town itself, we would 
intend to put one of our district operating headquarters 
here. We would have, as we estimate now, about 56 
people. We can appreciate very much the concerns -nat 
the people would have here, having that number of 
people coming into town, although we were hqing that a 
number of those people would be residents of the town, 
but we do have =< 

THE “COMMISSIONER: ‘You mean 
people living here now? 

MR. BURRELL: The possibility 
that people living here could be employed on the pipe- 
line, we would hope that would happen. The thing that 
we would want to do is before -- aS we are developinc 
our planning, we would want to talk to the community, 
the people involved, to tell them what we are doing and 
get ‘their input: so that) we can ‘put up a facility that 
satisfies their needs and concerns and also meets our 
requirements. 

iv tadditicom to that ptone“of 
our plans for Norman Wells is to provide natural gas 
to the community if the people desire it, and we have 
included in our application, the facilities required 


tiieinstal Er atonbmihig:maturaly qasiirontcUlie asair Tine .to 


- the town gate of Norman Wells, along with ten other 


communities. 
Tmt hinkithat,’ sebasacal lyowhat 
Ll thave ‘to! say ‘now. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, while | 
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you are dealing with that subject, are you able to say 
to the people here, what the cost of natural gas would 
be to the consumer in Norman Wells from your pipeline, 


for 
compared to the costs they pay today / oil which I presume 


is what -- propane? 
MR. BURRELL: We have done some 
comparisons -- 
THE \COMMISSTONER:. ) Wed ley.ou <go 
ahead —-= 01 seem to be lost. 


MR. BURRELL: Okay. »We have 
done some comparison work with respect to fuel oil. I 
think one thing we want to point out is that in our 
application the facilities that we have shown are those 
from the main line to the town gate, They -- we believe 
that the distribution of the gas within the community 
is probably best done by someone else, perhaps givine 
people in the community an opportunity to get into 
business if they so choose. Also, we don't have a cas 
supply although we are discussing with producers cf gas | 
in the Delta, to perhaps to obtain some gas supply for 
this, for use in the communities, but if we look at the, 
cost of gas from the main line -- from the producing 
plant down to the town gate, we estimate that in 19€5 


that undérxour ipkan prthatethat gas would -- to the ‘town 


gate, for transportation only, would cost about 55 


. Gents tin tihatirdnge t 


Now , in corderstoitget the 
true value of the gas to the consumer, we would have to 
add in the cost of gas supply which we don't have any 


control over, and plus the distribution costs. Now, | 
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with adding in those two factors to the cost of trans- 
portation, we estimate that the cost of gas will be 
JUS Over G3), 0Oicar-McE | 

Now, if you compare that to 
the -= this is in the mid-eighties, if you compare that 
to the cost of fuel oil, which we have estimated for 
the mid-eighties, it shows that the potential sav- 
ing to the people in Norman Wells by utilizing natural 
gas rather than fuel oil, would be somewhere in excess 
of $600.00 a year. 

THE PCOMMISSIONER anvPer chouse- 


hold? 


MR.BURRFLL: YeS, Sir. 


(WITNESSES. ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
well I think I should say that--Mr. Carter, you might 
listen carefully so that I don't misrepresent the 


postttiomecf Arctic Gas. |) 2Foothills tpropeosesto-supply 


gas to the communities in the MacKenzie Valley from the | 


gas pipeline, so that gas from the Arctic would be used. 


to heat the houses of the people in Norman Wells. 


Thateéns sFoothilis )lproposak: 


Arctic Gastisrnet proposing “to | 


. decthatpodbut tArectic Gas asayedthameihithatixe whatsehis 


Inquiry recommends and what the government says they 
must’ do; then of course’ they wiimedol it, rand tet: the 
rates that the government prescribes. 


is’ thatea fair statement of 


| 
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Arctic Gas' position, Mr. Carter? 

if dupont, you Leel tree to 
come forward and tell us. 

Pee Greys LechInks cra ee 
a fair statement. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mi. Gdirten and Mn. Burrell. 

Well we are ready to hear the 
views of others, so feel free to come to this microphone 
here or this one, and we are quite informal so don't | 
think that any lawyer is going to get up and cross- 


examine you or anything like that. 


MRS. GEORGIE MONUIK, Sworn: 


MRS. MONUIK: My name 
is Georgia Monuik. Before I start on.my preparat- 
lonvnere,i would Dike to" mention thatiif you putiin a 
pipeline that the price of gas he quoted is more than 
five times what we are paying for natural gas in 
Norman Wells right now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: $3.00 <= 

MRS. MONUIK: We pay 
55° cents per Mcf plus’ 10° percent for the billing and 


handling’ by* the government. “At that price, 16 my Dbild 


. increased, it would go around something like $1,500.00 


a month. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well you 
are in the hotel business? 


MRS, MONUIKs: That's 
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1| right. 


fo 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well that 


QO 


may not be typical. 
4 | MRS. MONUIK: . It's just about 
5 | as bad as power. 


6 || "I realize as well as anyone, 


7 that you have given everyone an equal chance to speak 
9 | theixn Ttinds and Opinions at this inguiry, and.I would 
q | therefore like to present some of my views and thoughts 
10) as a member of the minority in the Territories but as 


lls a long time Northerner. 

"Norman Wells is basically a 
white community and may not be the best place to try 
14; and judge the problems of the pipeline, especially on 


1655 "41 that native people, but the business and social impact 


16 will be as great here as in any community in the Mac- 
17 Kenzie River Valley and we here are no more prepared 
18 than in any other community. 


9 | "The business community here | 


20 would love to have the oppportunity to partake in this 
21} gueat venture but »cannot prepare, due.to,the uncertainty, 
coll of the whole thing. The businesses here have the 

23] people with ability to be of great assistance in the 
bal early planning stages of the pipeline and in the over- 


5 all working program, but unless decisions are made oeodl 
26 | muhe Conditions are such ‘that many of the,old noe teeuene 
27) will pull out and leave the chaos to the money grabbing 
2g | southerners as they have been called many times. 

29 || : | | The town council here as in 


30 | Inuvik, Fort Simpson and other communities, is also at 


{ 
} 
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| a dead end for they cannot prepare without money, 
| 
2| without planning and without decisions. 
3 oi "The people likewise cannot 
4 | prepare for the future, for a future of what, unpre- 
5| cedented boom or irrevocable depression. 
6 | "The government cannot prepare, 
2 for although everyone and everything depends on their 
3 | widsom and money, neither can be seen under the smoke- 
9 | screen of uncertainty, lack of money, lack of planning, 
10) lack of personnel, lack of power, lack of direction and | 
| 
11) lack of decision. 
12} "What will be the results of 
13% a decision in favour of the pipeline?\- Chaos) and’ what 
14 | will be the results of a decision against the pipeline, 
1s a depression and more chaos. 
16) "I would like to explain my 
17 involvement in the north. I have been in the north or 
18 | involved in the-north since about 1958 and at that time 
ig Ee the main theme in Canada seemed to be development of 
| | 
20| the north. We started the first expediting business | 
211 out of High Level in Alberta and built first winter : 
22 | road across the Chinchaga River into what is now Rainbow 
1 
23 | Lake. We started the C.N. right-of-way and opened it 
244 all the way from Providence to Inuvik, bringing the | 
25 | first cats into the Norman Wells, Fort Norman area in | 
26 | ‘Many years. | 
ve "Insthectoblowing years, we 
28 | started and maintained the first winter road in the 
29 | Seen ere Territories and opened this during the 


30 following years to degrees from Providence to Norman 
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Wells, into Good Hope and Inuvik. 

"In 1965, we started our 
business in Norman Wells, MacKenzie Mountain Lodge, 
before there were any businesses here except Imperial 
Oil and M.O.T. without regular airlines, without power, 
without any help from anybody. This business has 
grown since 1968-69 and is still growing and always has 
served the white, the Metis and the native people. 

The community -- the company which first started the win- 
ter roads was sold in 1970, due to the death ina plane 
accident on the Blackwater River of one partner, and 
the cdeathesofrmy firstphusband©in 1969: 

"The explanation I have given 
may explain that I am not speaking from inexperience, 
and ithateDphave a righttto speakas a \northerner and-as 
a Canadian. 

"During the first years in 
business in the. north, we had little if any problems 
with the native people and still have relatively few 
problems with them or any other specific group. For 
in my mind everybody is personably identifiable and 
should be judged for who they are and not what they are 
or what colour they are. The feelings in the north 
have changed drastically. They have deteriorated until 


finally one feels on the defensive because yOu are in 


. business and because you are white. 


"I look at the opportunities 
that many of the native people have here in the 
north and I consider them as fortunate as anyone. I 


see the money available at low interest rates for 
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business development, and I see the few who are 
successful. Is this because of a way of life or is it 
government intervention, or lack of support and train- 
ing? OheLS yit uwsimply.a lack »of <interest? 

"I see the great opportuni- 
ties for free education here in the north with free 
room and board, free transportation, free clothing, 
books and so on. I see the lack of interest of the 
parents, the absenteeism, along with the social and 


moral problems. I see the bright, eager children with 


great potential and their almost 100 percent failure 
to compete and to complete their education. Is this 
the fault of the government or is it the white minority, 
em doesitthetfauht bhleyoncthesveryadeorstepeot the 

native people? I see the housing built to accommo- 
date the low income people. I think how fortunate 

they are to have warm, cozy homes, some with electric 
stoves, fridges, some with washers and dryers, oil heat- 
ing and some even with running water and sewage 
facilities. The rents may seem high to some, but to 
most southerners they are very low, especially when | 
the rent includes power, heat, sewage and water. Ii know 
the company people or the business people in the north 
do not have this advantage, for they pay house or 


trailer rent, lot rental, power, sewage and heat, 


. amounting to about 500 to $800.00 a month. They also 


have to maintain their own homes and pay the going 
wages to have any maintenance work done by outsiders. 
"The native community is a 


very family oriented community with in days gone by, 
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| 
1 everyone relying on everyone else in the family for a 
i 


livelihood. This must have been a happy way of life as 





5 well as one of hunger and hardship. This way of life 

4 could compare with any pioneering family for on the 

5 farms the same type of family life existed, and during 

6 | the hard years, I'm sure the same things applied to city 
7 | families. 

} 

| "To the native people, the 

2 coming of the traders began change -- rifles, sugar, 

10 | coffee, tea, iron knives, pots and so on. Also came | 
11} liquor, cheating, stealing, disease, illegitimate | 
12) children and so on. The native readily accepted the 
is new material things and gradually forsook the old ways 
wal and adapted to the manufactured traps, rifles, knives, 
5 | white man's foods and to some extent, the white man's 

16 | elothing*and soon: 

17 | "But gradually as the settle- 
13 | ments grew and time went on, more and more white man's 
19 | ways came such as health care, education, hourly work, 
20'| and so on. Were these innovations really so bad? In | 
a my opinion, some were and some weren't for they took | 
nl away the need to be a working family and gradually one 
3 | after another of the family quit working and took to 

24 | an easier way of life. Where the children all had work) 


25 | to do under the old ways, now they had little if any- | 
thing to do and were inclined to grow up believing | 

that life would always be so easy. Now we see the 

238) families still staying together, but more and more it's 

eet ene older people working and the young people staying 


¢ at home, working now and then, unmarried and very 
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discontent. 


tr 


2. "We hear so much about land 
3 claims. The peoples goingebackito therdand, the people 
4 || forming a separate nation, the discontent and hate. 

5 | Isn't it time we all sat back and tried to realize 

6 where credibility begins and where it ends. 

"How many of the young people 
8 could go back to the land and live as their grand- 


9 parents did, without the motor boats, skidoos, canned 


4 


10 | foods, blue jeans, rubber boots, duffle, rifles, 


= 
4 


11} ammunition, air transport and so many other things we 
are all so very dependent on. How many of even the ) 


Le middle generation could live in the bush without the 


184 luxuries the white man has brought them. I would be 
15a interested to know the number of families in the north 
16 who actually live off the land. There is no way we can 


LT) return to the life welnew as children or the way of 
1384 life our grandparents knew, for progress won't allow 
9) it. I really wonder too if memories aren't coloured by |: 


20'| the forgetfullness of the cold, the mosquitoes, the 


4 
~ 


21)| hunger, the hardships, the defeat of a poor trapping 


fh 


| 
} year, the utter frustration and helplessness during 


234 illness and death. I wonder how much is a dream and 


) 
ta 


how much is fiction. | 
255 "TI agree there must be a land | 
26° .settlement if for no other reason than to return the | 
fo friendliness, peace and goodwill to the north. I 

28 cannot envision the means or the way this settlement 

294 can be made. 
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government takes a stand and begins to treat all north- | 


erners with respect and farness and equality in all 
things, no happy settlement will be reached. 


MI don’t think®™the*pipéline 


g®eethe real issue as far as most natives are concerned, | 


It is or has become a vessel for all new and old 
politicians to feed their own egos and pound their own 
political platforms. It is a vesselfor all the people 
to expound their own problems and to lay the blame 
wherever it may fall, regardless of where the root of 
the problem may be. 

MintGloesing, I can only “urge 
that whatever the decision of the government,Judge 
Berger, the National Energy Board reach, that it should 
be done soon so that the land claims can be settled 


and the millions and millions of dollars being spent 


on all facets of the pipeline inquiry can be channelled 


into more productive uses, such as schools, housing, 
roads, community planning and etcetera. 

“THank+you"s 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Monuik. May we have your statement, 
ma'am, SO it can be marked as an exhibit and form a 


DevtyoLnthe record? 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(STATEMENT OF MRS. MONUIK MARKED AS EXHIBIT 


C-161) 
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Lj THE COMMISSIONER: Well we 
a are ready to hear from others, and feel free to come 
7 forward and -- 

4 | MR. ROSS... CO] lm Ross is. my 
5 | name. 

6 

7 COLIN ROSS, Sworn: 


9) MB. «ROSS 3.4. Well 1 would just 


like to welcome you to Norman Wells, Justice Berger, 


oN 
oO 


ye and to commend you on the job that you have been doing 


ie Soni anni n wonductingsthe Angi ry.. 
13 I Want bo, ,read.a paper ;today 
14 entitled "The Function of Anthropology". You will 


15 notice that it doesn't address itself directly to the 


16 question of the pipeline or of development of any 


L7 | Tayjor patune. 4jAl} oh jwanksto doris ,90,.0n: the record 

12 | as having demonstrated conclusively in contradiction 
eal to testimony we have heard from native peoples, that 

49 | there are white people in the north capable of a crea- | 


tive and living presence in the Northwest Territories |, 
22 | and sustained preoccupations of a non-utilitarian, 
3 | non-materialistiec nature. 

24 "The Function of Anthropology" . 
5 Yin a. creative civilization, 
26. + the humanities or their equivalent, would not be 

oa divided into separate specialisms and sub-specialisms. 
The intellectual effort of the most intelligent men, 

rg || the conscious elite, would be a unified one, though it 


20H would not be reduced to a phrase or a formula. The 


| 
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1| unifying ‘spirittal*vision of the*nakion® or’ the race; 
2| would not allow the present separate specialties ever 
3 to arise. This is not to say that there wouldn't be 
4 | differences betweenthinkers -- there would be very 
5 | decisive ones. But there would be an essential 


6 harmony, as there was amongst the early Christians, 


or as there presumably was in ancient Egypt. 


8 | "Modern anthropology is very 

9 much the sort of specialism that can exist only in a 

10 | decadent phase. Anthropology, with its tiny little | 
11 | areas of study, of no common interest, areas in which a | 
12 | man can labour for years, and never produce a paragraph | 
13 of any general importance. Anthropology, with its | 
14 jaundiced outlook and its dozens of minor minor 


on figures, all quoting each other. I am not saying that 


Le) there should be no anthropology as we have it today, 

ne but that the discipline should be a part of a common 

18) spiritual striving. "The intellectual Life of the: most 
cy intelligent should in its turn be a part of the general, 
20] inspired effort of the race: there should be no snob- | 
21h bery on grounds of native endowments. | 


"At Least that is the true 


23) democratic aspect of intelligence. If that is not 

2% | complemented and fulfilled by a living aristocracy, 

25 | an aristocracy of the spirit such as we have today in | 
26 | ‘professional sport, then there will be nihilism. | 
27 | Nihilism is what we have today and modern anthropolocy 
28 | in its method, in its outlook and the way it defines 


S231) itself, is largely an expression of the will to decad- 


30 || ence: "What we must@-do“is conceive’a fEunction* of 
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1 anthropology, such as; that the discipline will no longer 
2| be subdued -~ such that the discipline will be subdued 
& | to an inspired and creative vision. That we have no 
4 such vision today as a race is obvious even to the most 
5 | committed materialist. 
6 | "The very word vision is mis- 
un understood. It generally means some starry-eyed 
8 | idealism, buti in gtruth-a snan'sivasion is «simply, that, 
9) his way of seeing. What one sees feels and hears, 

10>} smells and registers by the other senses, simply the 


al 
a 


Li | worl d.whachais jt:here- pein whieh one chives, cbhatiois vohe 


‘a? 


2) illuminated visionary experience. If for most men the 


world is dully lit and tedious, a mere interaction of 
mechanistic forces, then the vision of most men is 
uninspired. No. one would think that the high school 
| physics teacher is starry-eyed, as he explains the 
mechanics of buoyancy, but what he is doing is communi- 


i cating a vision, even if in a third-rate ho-hum 


Gd 


fashion. 

"To discover the laws of buoy~" 
i ancy in the first place required individual genius , 
and a race predisposed to that kind of perception. 


Modern science can be thought of in its exploratory 


24s aspects, as the sustained investigation of a very 

25: specialized human vision and that's precisely our 

26,1 . problem. Just as our specialisms, like anthropology, 
274 have become specialized in a bad way, so Our very 

28 vision has become over specialized. We have invested 
29 | wee much energy in a devotion to the mechanistic 


30 aspects of the universe and in doing so, we are 
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exhausting ourselves. 

"There are some special char- 
acteristics about the functional aspects of the universe 
as we study them in modern science. One is that they 
behave and can be described according to precise prosai¢ 
and mathematical terminology. This means that they 
repay inquiry and can be mastered and utilized in an 
important and rewarding way. But more important is 
the fact that the mechanistic aspect of the universe 
does not give the student, the scientist, a return on | 
his spiritual investment. The scientist expends vital 
energy in making advances, discoveries and improvements ; 
but the return on his investment is inadequate. Slowly, 
over the centuries, we have been exhausting ourselves, 
both in our specialized fields of study and in our 
general living. 

"This principle, the inadequate 
renewal of human energy, is evident in the way that many 
young couples save money, as well as in research into 
systems of kin terminology among the Warm Springs 
Apache. The common theme is the exhaustion of the 
race. All this is the expression of what common 
vision we have as a nation, as modern western techno- 
btogicalimans)\ Thdt airs hon Usiatifocusi\ofisthe spirit:, 
of the main effort of the being, in individuals 

-and in the society as a whole, on the mechanistic as- 
pects of the universe, on the universe considered 
in its automatic functions, The automatic devices we 
a around us in countless scores are the rewards we 


reap from this concentration of vision. Modern science | 
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progresses by such leaps and bounds because there are 
sO many millions of people, concentrating their human 
energies into a funnel, as it were. The energy funnels 
into a narrow and very penetrating beam, one such as 
man had not wielded on this planet but the beam is 
fixed and has intensity but no range. 

"It is obvious that modern 
science iS very rewarding in itS own way, as a study 
ania sOL tts DLaActweal appiacat Lzons. = Modern science is 
a feather in man's bonnet, but our dedication to the 
vision which science explores has been disastrous. 

It's as if we have painted ourselves into a corner 
where we are marooned, with only a chemistry set and a 
physics text to sustain ourselves. The solution to our 
dilemma is a quantum leap out of the room altogether, 

a cosmic stunt of dimensional travel. What this means 
is that we need a new viSion, or that we must extend 
our present ways-of seeing into new areas. This is 
where anthropology could help us. 

"Since Rome wasn't built in a 
day, we must be prepared for the sort of collaborative 
effort over generations by which modern science was 
buritrupy= Te*s*not prophers-on "mountain Tops enat’’we 
need, though such men will definitely have a contribut- 


fon to make ~It's°a new vision, but’ a new vision won't 


‘mean new ideals, or a new social structure, or plans 


for the future. It will mean shifting ourselves a 
itttie; opening a-crack in” our present’ world and 
allowing alittle “freskh"cosmic air in. “We're notrin 


Ganger Of «dying from@*mechanistic "pollution, wider 
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conditions of temperature inversion, as much as we are 
in danger of running out of fresh psychic air. That 
there is a very desperate need for such a new vision, 
such a new world, is evidenced by the immense sales of 
Carlos Castaneda's books. He comes closer to the 
Leal function oy, one. real sfunction. of antrhnopalogy than 
all the droning academicss put together. | 
“ebeneunct ion. Of anthropology, | 
which has been performed almost adequately here and 


thre, but without a full conscious commitment to the 


essential task, is to document for us, with imaginative 


force and without sentimentality, other worlds in which | 
man has established a.foothold. _The function of aera 
pology is to make the universe bigger. We can't believe 
in that because we are enslaved by our mechanistic 
vision, and by our physicists and astronomers who tell 
us that the size of the universe is independent of 
human perception. That may be true of the universe in 
its quantifiable, mathematically functional aspects, | 
though that has not been proved. It is definitely not 
true of the universe in its full, living complexity. 

Pipe tiautiye tn Cuue wecien Ll ELe 
truth, for a sxience which followed human perception 
into more aspects of matter and energy than the auto- 


matic, there are many, many worlds in the universe. 


. Many interpenetrate, some do not, many do so only for 


the man capable of shamanistic, or shamanistic type 
travel... The function of anthropelogy is to make that 
fact real so wus ,,.thrnough a studyuot foreign human 


cultures., Until now, anthropologists. have been too 
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1] committed to the mechanistic vision to make that effort, 


BO 


which Ts "to say that there has not been a full Classical 


2) genius in anthropology. When there is, doors will open | 
4 into other worlds. 
> | Anthropology has a special | 


6" secondary function in North America, due to the fact 


that the aboriginal vision has been mechanically 


>| ousted by a civilization which has not established any 
9 | continuity with its predecessors, Human perception is 
| 
10 | Wikewa tree, it extends roots into the darkness of | 
i | 
| CiaOs), aim Grows 1 a SpecClilic place, “sut’ 1t “isimore | 


Le active than the spirit we see as a tree, in a certain 
13 way. Human vision, when it is organic and creative, 
14 is Like the rein, Tt penetrates’ into the” soi], it 


cleanses the air, it invigorates the animals that drink. 


16 | The continent of North America had been bathed for 
Ly thousands of years in the perception of the Indians: 
18 | the human energy of the Indians had been transmitted 
g 


i | out into the darkness, where it had enriched the clouds, 
the mountains, the birds and the soil. There had been | 
21} an adjustment, a harmony, so that in their most 

ee || inspired moments, and as a daily fact, the Indians 


23 could believe in hunting and fertility magic. 


t 
ta 


"When the white people emi- 

> grated to America, they brought a foreign vision, to 
ane ‘which the continent could not respond, and they in 

el their’ turn could not see or hear or feel or smell or 
28 taste or penetrate by any means beyond the mechanistic 
29 | surface of the continent. The vibration of the conti- 


nent was hostile to the perception of the white people 


oe 
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. but our specialists must no longer ke antiquarians and 


which was predisposed to considering the universe only 
in its functional aspects and so the situation conm- 
pounded itself and modern science and technology thrived 
in North America, accompanied for some inevitable 

reason by democracy. 

"So the function ,of anthropology 
in North America is peculiarly bound up with the Indians 
and the Eskimos. Through the study of those two 
races, the anthropologist must intuitively find his 
way through to the spirit of the continent, though there 
is no final monotheistic goal to be reached. Through a 
study of the aboriginal peoples, the anthropologist 
must subtly adjust the vibrations, the composition of 
his astral body, until his perception becomes native 
to North America. That is, until it becomes rooted and 
creative like the trees. But his task is doubly com- 
plex, for he must at the same maintain a continuity 
with his own culture, he must be a historian and a 
student of literature, usic pppainting, ddrchitecture 
and all the arts and sciences. 

"In other words, no one of 
lesser calibre than Da Vince could ever be a really 
good anthropologist. Since there is a shortage of 
Da Vincis at the moment, we are going to require a 


collaborative effort. We must maintain our specialisms, 


eccentric hobbyists. We simply haven't got the time 
time to waste or the energy to, spare, faced as we are 
with the possibility of collapse and complete military 


and political chaos. We just don't have the time for 
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1| all that extravagant academic waste of human enercy, 


ine) 


as we did in earlier centuries. We very much need 


WwW 


immediately, an inspired and directed purposefullness. 


4 nim Nonth »« America, thatspur- 
the 
5 | ose, as at Aeast a preliminary reconstruction, could be | 
6 | this psychic attunement to the living continent. By this 
7 | nothing is meant in the way of back to the land: it's 
3 | simply that without that readjustment, essentially un- 
| conscious but accompanied by conscious effort, there can 
10 | be no creativity. We survived outside the sciences for | 
11 hundreds of years as Europeans, but the time has come 
eee when that is no longer possible. Now, even if we don't. 
csi want to, we must change merely to Survive. Soon it 
14 will be a question of survival in the biological: sense, 
15] if we approach any closer to civil war and anarchy. Not 
16 | many will survive those years, not even from a mathe- 
17 | matical viewpoint. 
18 | . "Anthropology as I have con- 
l | ceived it, could not be a specialism distinct from 
20 | the study of literature or history. Today we have the 
22) spectacle of the different: departments, *with the | 
22 | anthropologist knowing everyone in his own department, 
23 | but being scarcely acquainted with any foreigners in 
24 English, let alone commerce or dentistry. There is no 
25 | excusing the men who are committed to perpetuating this | 
26 | . sort of academic world. §Theypare fiddling while Rome | 
27 | burns, and have no intentions whatsoever of undertaking | 
28 preliminary studies for reconstruction in that they 
29 | resemble very aero the young married couples who 
30 | dedicate themselves to saving money for the future, but | 
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who will die like fish out of water as soon as the 
machine collapses. Perhaps we should institue psychic 
survival courses, in which people are taught to live 
for two weeks without any machines, electricity, books, 
ZECOrGs:;, -alcohol or Other modern inventions. Taught 
how to see in a living organic world. 

"We have so much to learn, 
vom the iIndians,-(from OUkMown -sbasis,, from the 
challenges that face us at this juncture in history. 
It 1s a great pity that we waste our wonderful oppor- 
tunities, our libraries, our leisure, our material 
wealth, but «the, gods with ~strike pat.us pout,of other 
woImnlds,. other worlds wil leopenjupon us, and, theyilood 
of, -theiy psychic. watens ,will ydrown ussall.. Only ;the 
few will survive, like Noah, but many more could do so 
if the function of anthropology were performed. If 
people want to drown, if they want their mechanistic 
vision to be annihilated in a cosmic catastrophe, then 
there .is mo forcing them to build an ark., Of this we | 
can be sure: the gods will not tolerate us, forever." 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Ross. Would you be willing to leave 
your paper with us so that -- 

ME as BOSS se ACtCua lL lytt S) my 
Ghlvcopyswput~l could ivpesi fe up t yousli ke, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, would) 
VOUsLet 1S -have rit .and Misss,tutchinsony the secuetary 
of.the,Inguinzy; will undertake to photostat it and 
BRecur, Ue voux 


MR... ROSS) Srine, ves. 
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‘public housing available. The main concern is that the 


(WITNESS ASIDE) | 


(STATEMENT OF COLIN ROSS MARKED AS EXHIBIT 


C}i62) 
GERRY LOOMIS, Sworn: 


MR. LOOMIS: My name is Gerry 
Loomis. I'll be speaking at this point on behalf of 
the Norman Wells and District Chamber of Commerce. 

"Norman Wells has a population 


of approximately 370 people. We have 15 active business 





members in the Chamber, who are all in favour of the 
MacKenzie Valley Pipeline. We feel that the Wells 
will be a centre of activity due to the paved airstrip, | 
availability of fuel and docking facilities. However, 
we share the concern of all the northerners that the | 
land claims will be settled fairly and equitably to all | 
concerned. | 

"However, we have been trying 
to convince the Territorial Government that they 
should now be planning towards the pipeline. We have 
had several town plans done, none of which have been 
-- nothing has been followed through. The water and 


sewer facilities are overtaxed now. We do not have any 





community remains a community and not become a dis- 
organized trailer town". 


THE COMMISSIONER: Not become 


a what? | 
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MR. LOOMIS: A disorganized 
trailer town. 

That's all I have on behalf 
of the Chamber. I intend to speak later on my own. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
statement you made on behalf of the Chamber is in 
writing, perhaps you could leave it with us and if 
you like, Miss Hutchinson could photostat it and make 


Sure it's returned to you in due course. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY NORMAN WELLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-163) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
have been going for an hour or more. This’ might be a 
goods times teistep- for aicuprofycerfiee. Vie sayrthat 


hoping that a cup of coffee is available to us. So we 


will just stop now for five or ten minutes, and the res 


of youlcan collect your thoughts and we'll start again 


in 5 or 10 minutes and hear from more of you. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE-"COMMISSTONER? Jaybe we 


should resume our’ Seats. ~D will 9st walt) another 


moment or two. I hope that any others who wish to say 
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1 | anything will feel free to come forward and bear in 
| 


mind, you don't have to have a written statement. If 


certainly want to hear from you, so don't feel that 


3 | you just want to speak without anywritten statement, I 
| a 


2 | you must have/ written statement in order to present 

6 your point of view here. 

7 | i Wonder af" you Gould give: us 

B your name? 

9) 

} 

10 RAYMOND ZAKEREVYA: Sworn 
11} 

oe 

13 } MRe- YAKELEYA:S My ‘name is Ray=- 
14 i mond Yakeleya. 

15 | liwetild* just? Lukerto directa 
16 GUESENOHATOANreeblairy vVeourdsyouttell-mevand this 

Lv} inquiry here, what 42s thereotaimactual proven eserves 
18 | of natural gas and in oil in 1975, and what they should 
19 | be by the year 2000? | : 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Ey the | 
21 | year what? 
ge MR BARELEYA: 2000. Can 

23! they tell me how much is up there, how much they esti- 
24 | mate will be up there? 

25 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Blair, | 
26 | -do you or one of your colleagues want to deal with thata 
27 | MR. BLAIR: Do I understand 

23 | that you are referring particularly to: reserves ini the 


Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Basin area, or did you mean 


reserves in all of Canada? 
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MR. YAKELEYA: Just in this 
particular area, 
THE COMMISSIONER: I think 


Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Basin. 


MR: ph BLATRinaThats area as.still 


pretty young in its development as gas and oil source 
areas go, and being young, the estimates of reserves 
are still quite rough because the industry has not had 
a lot of local experience with the production and with 
the defining of the gas and oil pools, but there have 
been a lot of estimates made and given in evidence 
before the regulatory agencies. The independent con- 
sultant that has estimated the reserves for us has 


at his last estimate, come up with a figure of about 


7 -- I think it was seven point two trillion cubic feet 


ofnatural gas as being presently established. 
Sticking with the natural gas 
part of this for a moment, the latest public statement 


on reserves that I'm aware of was made by the Canadian 


Petroleum Association, and their figure was eight point 


five trillion cubic feet of gas, defined as proven cr 
probable reserves. 

THE COMMISSIONR: And that 
applies to your seven point two trillion? 

MR EBUALT Rw Vest Let's 
another estimate of the same figure. 

In both cases, those estima- 
tors were reporting on the reserves which have been 
ime judgment, defined to date. Both of them have 


also given estimates of what they believe the ultimate 
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potentialtofethat areal isyeandys inithe> casé GE Foothills, 
the figure was 39 trillionWcubic’ feet): including’ the 
seven point two that's been defined so far. Estimates 
of other companies hve gone so high as about 80, about 
80 trillion cubic feet foxrathélalitimatezinitherarea- 

To put those, all those 
trillions into some perspective for some perhaps pecpie 
in the audience who are not particularly accustomed 
to measurement of gas supply in trillions of cubic 
feet, I could say that the remaining gas supply in 
Alberta in proven reserves at the moment is 55 trillion 
cubic: feet. There's about 20 trillion cubic feet has 
been produced in Alberta in all of history to date. 

I just add those because they may help to kind of make 
it -=- bring out what a trillion cubic feet means. 

In the’ case of oil, there has 
been some discoveries in theMackenzie Delta, but the 
quantities discovered are very small, considered too 
small so far to justify a pipeline, and I just haven't 
really tried to keep in my head what those small 
estimates have been, but I think that our consultant's 
estimate was 300 million barrels of oil, at least no 
one with me is shaking their head. 

THE COMMISSIONER: They're not 
nodding, either. 

MR. BLAIR: Noy tbat s—< CL 
think ‘that ismncdigqht, "(sut Dithinkethée important. thing 
about oil is that it's generally agreed to be too small 
a Seon to justify a pipeline yet, while in the ’case 


of gas, the quantities I've described are getting into 
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about 
x#he amounts which would justify building a pipeline. 


MR. YAKELEYA: Could you 
tellymer and. the ,inguary, here, .ow, much: would. it. cost 
to buildthis gas pipeline, up to the gas fields? 

MR. BLAIR: The information 
filed by Foothills with the Federal Department and with) 
the National Energy Board, includes detailed cost 
estimates and financing plans which I would summarize 
by saying the capital cost -- the capital funds required 
to put the pipeline into service in the Northwest 
Territories, are one and three-quarter billion dollars. 
The exact figures are one billion seven hundred and 
seventy-five: mid Lion dollars. .That is -to ibuilda ajmain 
line from the delta down the MacKenzie Valley to about 
the southern boundary of the Territories where close 


by are the existing pipelines of the Alberta Gas 


Trunk Line Company and Westcoast Transmission. 


The figure I gave you, 
the one billion seven hundred and seventy-five million 
adollars, also includes hesidesthat 830 miles of main 
line, includes the laterals to deliver gas to communi- 
ties in the Northwest Territories which were some 400 
or 500 miles of laterals, and they are included in that | 
figure .wWTheyare mot.a harge part,of it.....By,far,the 


biggest part of that is the main line, but it does 


- include those laterals too. It's the complete Foot- 


hills' estimate to have the line in operation in the 
Northwest Territories. 
The, project.loeked:- at over 


future years would cost some more to expand to get to 
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its full capacity, but in’ terms of getting a project 
into existence, the figure I have given you is our best 
estimate, and that, figure is escalated in its estimating 
tomthne year*of “construction eS” +I  meéar-,. hae figure is 
made up by taking 1975 prices and costs and then assunm- 
ing that there will be a continuing increase in prices 
and costs out til 1977-8-9-80, and using that higher 
figure to add up all the items and come to the total 
project cost. 

MR. YAKELEYA: I have one more 
question. You say that the ultimate figure, say in gas | 
would@be S9ortrvtlion eubletfeéter Gould you télivus 
and the inquiry today, how much money is that worth at 
the wellhead price? How much money are you talking 
about?” We-are*not talking about “transporting “it down, 
I want to know how much that gas itself is worth? 

MR. BLAIR: You're asking good 
questions which-is hard to answer very shortly, so I'll 
try to give you an informative answer. 

Je don't know what price that 
gas will sell for at the wellhead. A few years age at 
was announced that some of it had been contracted at 
prices which began at 32 cents an Mcf and escalated ut 
to 48 cents an Mcf over 20 years, but Since that tire 


the trend of value of gas prices in the field has 


- increased greatly, so that in Alberta, while at that 


time Alberta prices were maybe 25 cents an Mcf, Alberta 
prices are now more like 70 or 80 cents an Mcf. 
I would guess that if this 


-- and I don't mean just guess carelessly but guess -- 
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estimate on the best information available to us, that 
if this pipeline goes into service in say about 1980 
or soon after, that that gas might get something like a. 
dollar an Mcf at the wellhead. Putting that dollar an 
MGt On. 39 bid tion == 

THE GOMMISSTONERS®, Touliven? 

MR  WBLALTReig==. trallion ‘cubic 
feet would product 39 billion dollars in total revenue 
to the gas producer, and of course, out of that if you 
are just to go on a little more, out of that would come 
royalties of -- paid to the government,which are still 
not defined, and the income taxes which the producer 
would pay, so I don't mean that the producer will net 
anything like 39 billion dollars, but the gross revenue 
for gas delivered, if that estimate is correct and if 
the dollar an Mcf is somewhere in the ball park, would 
be -- let's not say 39, it sounds like we know too 
muchsabouthat polet*sesay asomething im’ thetorder of 
40ibillion dobharssoverathe! bhifesof »production. of *the 
Field. 

MR. YAKELEYA: That's quite an 
investment. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Let's just, 
so you understand each other and I understand both of 


you) the ---athat iswhat «the :40 billion ‘dollars’ is--- 


.the money that the oil companies operating in the delta | 


producing gas dim thertdedtayiwouldgetsionrallathe 
gas that's in the delta? That's essentially what the 
figure represents, isn't it, Mr. Blair? 


MR. BLAIR: Yes, that's 
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MR. YAKELEYA: Okay, let's move 
on to oil. Now you say there's 300,000,000 barrels of 
Oil sitting in there, this is an estimate? 

MR, BEAT Rs +300) ani Paton . 

MR. YWKELEYA: Right. Could you 
please tell me what is that worth right now? I want to 
get a total overall picture of what -- how much money 
we have sitting up in there. I don't think anybody 
really knows, I would like to know. 

You know, I know it probably 
won't be exact, I want an estimate. 

MRe"“BEALRSt We By tirststo run 
through the arithmetic, that 300 million barrels of 
oil, if produced and sold at world prices, which are 
presently running about $11.00 a barrel, would be worth 
about three and a half billion dollars when sold, in 
terms of the total revenue received by the producer. 
Relatively much less than the gas, because as I say so 
far they haven't shown that much oil production. 

While that's the arithmetic, 
to get brk to what you were sort of bringing out by 
your questions, you want to know what all that's worth 
up there. I think the responsible answer is none of us 


do know because these estimates are pretty early in the| 


- game and we don't know the quantities of reserve let 


alone the prices, but potentially there are many, Many, 
many “tens! of billwons ‘of dollars: ofoil ‘and ‘gas ‘expected 
to occur in the area when measured in terms of the 


revenues that it will produce when it's sold, and how 
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1| Many tens of billions. it is, whether sit $s .40*billion or 
| a hundred billion, really nobody does know clearly yet, 
3 | because I say if for no other reason than we don't know 
41 what the prices will be in the 1980's. 

5 | MR. YAKELEYA: How much do you 


6 expect it to be in.the,.1980's?\. Excuse me, how. much -do 


Fy you expect it to be at the year 2000, what's it all 

a going to be worth? It's sort sofvapvardsiquest ion, ibut 

9) = 

10 | MR. BLAIR: Well, yes but it's, 
a the kind of question that is being worked on,and in the. 
ie industry and in other hearings and inquiries, it has : 
ES: been, estimated ithat »iny»the <- oh let's say by the’ end 
felt of the 1980's, it's quite practical itoesuppose that.oi] 
hed may be worth $20.00 a barrel, compared to the inter- 


16 nationals puice presently oF about ~l0:,0m h,4 andjtoythe 
Le, Canadian. price of; .8,,-and that gas in terms: of field 

g prices maybe worth 2 or two and a half dollars an Mcf 

19 | in field prices, eee a the present 60-70 cents in 
20+ Alberta, and the dollar that we were just applying to | 


estimate gas prices about 1980. 


| 
22 || It will depend, the industry 
| 
| supposes that it will depend considerably on what the 
24 OPEC nations do in holding ‘together on price and on 


trends of consumer requirements around the world and 


264 . perhaps the effects of conservation and decreasing 
oe | requirements and a lot of factors may change vents 
28 || estimates, but those are the sort of figures that are | 
29,| eee used by others asking the same kind of question | 


30 | as you have. 
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MR. YAKELEYA: I don't have 
one thing clear. It's going to cost one point some odd 
bid lion dollarsrtosbuiddi this pipeliney tts) that 
COLrrect? 

MRY BEATRALA Yes, our Foot= 
hills' estimate for the pipelines in the Northwest 
Territories is about one point eight billion dollars. 

MR. YAKELEYA: Which is all up 
and down the Mackenzie Valley? 

MRor BPATRS& Phat ss commects 

MRi.. YAKELEVA: That's quite a 
healthy investment there, but that's as far as I apr 
going, to question; tthanki you 

THE ICOMMASSTONERS. 6MriciBiaia, 
could: Io> ust asky che quesStionerm Your said that your 
independent consultant estimates proven and probable 
reserves in the Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Sea area at 
the present time at seven point two trillion cubic 
feet. What is the threshold amount that Foothills 
feels has to be shown to be proven or probable to just- 
sy: buvlkding ss a gas pipeline up the MacKenzie 
Valley? 

MR. BLAIR: The best way to 
express our assessment of that question is to say that 


we judge that the amount now proven, about 7 trillion, | 


- is the sufficient amount to proceed with a pipeline 


application, and if necessary even with a financing 
and construction of a pipeline. We would hope that by 
the time of financing the amount werelarger. oun com 


sultants have estimated that taking everything ito 
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consideration that they can think of, including the 
drilling plans of the oil#companisasjnthéf vaiterotitgas, 
the ability to raise capital, that they believe that 
by© 1980) Tabedlieve/ itiwasa's0> -abouti 198 0y,4that amount 
will have increased to about 18 trillion, but that's 
strictly an estimate. 

I would hope that by the time 
OL -finaneing ,Cthere: was 10 SreTd of? 12? €rildion™“proven, 
because the term "threshhold" which has been used a 
good deal in the last year or two is a rather new term 
in the industry, and I don't think any of us -- it's 
not a precisely defined measure of gas. What it 
probably refers to more than anything is to show 
sufficient reserves to satisfy the lenders of long term 
debt that there will be business for the pipeline 
during the period of retirement of the bonds. We don't 
know what the term of the bonds will be yet, the terms 
-- the bonds we. know are getting shorter all the time. 
For anstance, 1 the teed es were 15 years, which 
is about 5,500 days, ana if the throughput of the pipe-_ 
line which was necessary to keep it viable were two 
billion cubic feet a day, then multiplying the two 
baliion®a day*by°the5S, 500°-days? would come to 11 
trillion cubic feet being the appropriate number of 
proven or probable reserves to show the lenders. 

It might be something more or 
less, depending on the negotiation about the term of 
the bonds and the throughput of the pipeline, and 
Linder’ have normally taken into account the potential 


in the area, as well as the proven’ reserves in front of | 


" } 
{ 
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them at the time of lending. 

Another point of reference in 
this would be to examine the past major pipeline pro- 
jects in Canada. Trans-Canada Pipelines was financed 
On. about four trillioncubic feet of proven reserves, 
and the large apparent potential then of the Province of 
Alberta. Westcoast Transmission was financed on about 
one trillion cubic feet of proven reserves and the 
apparentiy large potential of the Province of British 
Columbia, and the Alberta to California line was 
financed on the basis of three billion cubic feet of 
proven reserves and the apparent surplus of gas in the 
Province of Alberta. And comparing those projects, 
their, capital. costs.,.the value,olsygas:, atythertime,« to 
this present situation, we judge that the seven 
trillion cubic feet in the MacKenzie Delta is pretty 
thin -- we wish it was a bit more -- but it's just 
about what is needed to justify a responsible applicat- 
ion and to proceed to financing and construction. 

I haven't tried to avoid a 
finite answer on a specific threshhold quantity,. but 
rather to explain the general situation in which we 
would try to assess the quantity. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 


don't want to press you any farther than you can go, | 


-but unless there were a firm expectation of something | 


like, 21 trillion cubic .ingthe; Delra-Beautortusea azea, 
it is unlikely,.lotake it, that youswouidsobtain 
financing for the Foothills' 42 inch line proposal? 


MRe BLAIR: ,3%es,.Sinr;.-L thank 
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that "S"welY said.” we think’ though “that ‘tne potentral 
is so high in the area that even if there were less 
than eleven, we waquld persist and try to negotiate 
financing, and conceivably if the need for the gas 
were serious, there could even be some sort of govern- 
mental assurance to the lenders which might substitute 
for the absolute security of proven reserves, but those 
are all matters to be negotiated over the next year or 
two, we believe. 

THE COMMISSIONER: “By govern- 
mental assurance, you would have in mind a guarantee 
of repayment? 

MR. Sethe “Leo. (NG neces 
sarily just a guarantee, it could take the form of a 
deficiency -- some kind of deficiency commitment, but 
it pretty much would boil down to the government 
assuring the lenders of long term debts that their 
principal and interest would be recoverable over the 
life of the project, so a guarantee is the best way to 
describe it. 

THE COMTITSSIONER? “Thank-you 
Very much. ©. woncaer, "mr. Carter, Whether you Or vany 
of your colleagues on behalf of Arctic Gas would like 
to discuss these issues that Mr. Blair has been dis- 
cussing OVer the dae ditcie whiter 

MR. "CARTER: Loam coming up 
to the microphone, sir, not because I Nave much’ to say 
but so that everybody can hear. Mr. Blair is much 
ern knowledgeable in these areas than either Mr. Rowe 


or myself, so I don't think I can add anything other 
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than that as I recall, Arctic Gas' consultants estimate 
the proven reserves in the delta of between 6 and 8 
which would be roughly what Mr. Blair says of 7.2 
triligon cubic féet, 

The overall cost of the pro- 
ject in Arctic Gas' case is considerably higher because 
of the leg over to Prudhoe Bay and the larger size 
pipe, and as I recall, that figure is roughly seven 
billion dollars, but that's for the whole system right 
through southern Canada, and not just the Northwest 
Territories. 

ArcticysiGas". position is. that 
the reserves in the delta are not sufficient to warrant 
the construction of a solely Canadian line from the 
delta, but I can't really get into that and debate 
titat {josie 

THEN COMMISSIONER: & Phank you, 
Mra Garter. 

Well, those were some very 
interesting questions. Do you have any more questions, 
or anything else you would like to say? If not, we 
will call on someone else? 

MR. YAKELEYA: No, I'll speak 
later. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSONER: Well anyone | 


else who would like to speak, please feel free to come 
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1| forward. 

2| 

3 | CLAIRE M. BARNABE, Sworn: 
4 

5 | MRS. BARNABE: Claire M. 

6 | Barnabe.* “Your “Honour, I°choseé’ to sit here so that when 
7 | I write my autobiography, I can say that at the Berger 
8 | hearing in Norman™Wélls*in°1975 I sat®in thé* chair of 

9 | General Custer. 
10 | "Mr. Berger, your task is a 

11) difficult one and I admire you very much for your creat 
ie | pattéencelin’ listening teeall*of*us. I¥speak to you as 


£3 a northerner. I have been in the north for ten years. 


14 | I have lived and worked in the MacKenzie region, the 
15) Baffin region and the Kewatin region, I have worked 
16 | in the north as a teacher and a settlement manager and 
17 | have also spent two years working in private enterprise 
18 in the hotel business. 
19 "I wrote this speech myself 
20 | because it'is* what’ I personaly think. It is not a speech 
21! prepared by some left wing lawyer from a southern 

i 
32 | university. It's a strange thing lately, but so many 
23 | young well-meaning lawyers from the south are invading 
24 | the north and telling a lot of people up here what they 
25 || should say to embarrass the establishment and all the 
26} -General’ custers and speak in strong terms of rebellion 
27 | and revolution and taking up arms and blowing up 
28 | things generally. I will cut the dramatization and 
29 | BRé playing on people's emotions and speak to you 
30 | frankly as I would if you were sitting in my own home. 





j 


dosage A aoOm ek 21 


prxowe .SSAMMAG. iM MARAT. 9! tee) [oes 


aig re. Das ct, va Pere, a svesotil, 


» 
a : fa . 
pe it Wie) aah ain 





+GQAVIAG 2AM 
| tae taits oe oxen tia of Seoro I axvoenot 


7 extisld 
<twonoH 1WOY nse 
sopisd off? ge tedd yea nso I .ydqsupotdotus ymistizw I> 
to xfer eft at tee DT etel nt atlas sisaTz0U ai patised 
«tetaud fs19asd 


6 ef test awoy ,tepuee 2M" 24 a eer e343 


tso1n qwoy 103 doum ytev voy oximbs I bas eho tLuUSEEILS - 


au to Ifs of paimetalf ni sonsiteg 
stonzerizgion & 
ait \moipos oisretosM sdt ot bexxow bas bevil svad T 


es uoy oF aAseqa I 
.2yeoey ne? 10% dé10f eft ni assed sved'T 
bexnow eyed I s10ipet nitswod ont bas nofpet nited: 
bis 1epsnam sastteltsee s bas 19fd25es & re fatxonm eds mi 
s2iigisias etsevieq nt pmbatzow axsoy ows Jnege asls evad 
.2acniaud ILstod edz ak 

iieeym doseqe sidd stoiw 1) 


tiedsvoee 6 Mott xreywel pniw diel smoe yd bersqeig 
yosm o@ tud ,yletsl patds spnsite 6 e'st .ysiereving 
ov loeval sts dtyoa sft moat @teywel painsemIlew pavoy 


yous tenw sited gu efqesq to Jol & patiles bas ddton edt 


'soiliedat to emret paorse ai Aseqe bans erstey) Isitensd - 


oj) {Ls bis io¢minildstes edd aesixedme oF ys62 ‘biuode 


bas soltssitemp2b esld 39 fliw 1 -wiisrsnep apaisa 
Td Mocellin ua ataies col aie gabgela bit 


si 


sie cee; 


Anidd Wisacerog Tjdedw at tb sevssed. 





es 
hs 
{s 














£123 
C.M. Barnabe 


AGL WiEST RIE PO RMIIN Galop. 
BURNABY 2, Bes 


1 "The north is my home also and 


bo 


} I am willing to continue to work hard for its orderly 





3] development. I will not lay down my life for the north 
4 but work hard for it instead because in most cases, it 
5 | is harder to face reality daily and live on and work 

6 | than to drop dead and do nothing. 

1 "People speak of freedom of 

g | speech but in the north this isn't always possible, 


| 
9 | especially if you are a civil servant, you have to 
i 
| watch what you say and ensure you don't step on anyone'$ 
| 
| 


toes or increase anyone's blood pressure. Today it is 





12 | a great opportunity to speak freely to you of what each | 
coe: one of us as individuals think. I speak to you as a 
14] northerner who loves the north and its people, and I am 
is | deeply concerned about many things that have happened 
al in the last 10 years, but it hasn't been all bad either, 
17 | "Some people continually want 
13 | terbalkeaboeut tbhegpastijkittseallirightato talkeabout 

19 | the past but living to me te in the tissue of every | 
20 | Minute of every hour of every day, living is now and | 
211 tomorrow. The past is history and it is fabulously 

Dy interesting but it is also dead. Living people should | 


not tuyn,to live withyehesdead.orstry.to live in. the 
earl past either. To believe and try to make other people 


as | believe that everything was rosy and happy in the past | 


} 


26; | - is.totally. erroneous. 

27 "Lam goingebontalLk;toyyeouie 
2g| little bit about the, past but only the past 10 years 
29 | nee I have experienced in the north. 
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| 
| 10 years ago this month and I went to Fort Franklin on 


ho 


Great Bear Lake. It wasn't all rosy and happy, believe 
me. At that time, the native people were living in 


| 
| 

4 very, very poor housing. There was no such thing as 
| 


5 | municipal services at all. No garbage and sewage 
6 | pick-up; no water delivery. The native people had to 
7 il haul their own water from the lake. They threw their 


sewage in the back outdoor toilet, and the garbage 


| 
9 | stayed more or less wherever it fell. 


10 | "Progress in this line of new 
| 

11] houses and municipal services hasn't been all bad. As 

12 | a matter of fact, it's been darn good, all things 

13) considered. 

14 "At that time there was no 

Ss such thing as regular sehed Guns Of talrpane isenvuce, 

KG} this has improved a lot also. 

U7 | "There was no such thing as 

18 | large welfare cheques like there denned dy Some may 

19 | say that this isn't all good but you don't see too 

20 | many people refusing to take them though. 

21 | "The school was very small, 

22 | there was no such thing as a large gymnasium. This 

é. | new school is a big improvement also. 

24 | 'ihe tiursiung station in fort 

25 | Franklin at that time was in a small yellow shack 

26 + about 24 by 20 feet and there was only one nurse. I 

27 | think everyone will agree that the new nursing: station 

28 DO oeiek Yank yn is much better and that the medical 

29 | belie das have improved a lot in 10 years. 


"The Hudson Bay store had a 
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very. small store, ,with.only the very basic foodstuffs. 
There was hardly ever any fresh food and never any 
frozen meat. Progress in this area hasn't been all 
bad.either.. 


"At that time many native men 


said 'if we had better housing for our wives and child- 
ren, we would be able to leave the settlement longer, 
live, hunt and trap off the land more'. Well, numerous 


houses came with electrical power, fuel furnaces, gar- 
bage and sewage pick-up, water delivery, but it didn't 
necessarily make the men go out on the land any more 
either. 

Plothank the, quality of late 
for native people in the north, not only at Fort 
Franklin on Great Bear Lake, but in the Baffin region 
and the Keewatin region also, has improved a hell of a 
lot in the last ten years and I think it's. high time 
a few people admit it. The past maybe hasn't been all 
good but it hasn't been all bad either. 

OT AES OeO Cota. falee to 
say that native people never asked for better housing, 
more electrical power, larger schools, better medical 
facilities and services. They sure as hell did ask 
for it and at some of the meetings, I was there and I 


remember, the government did their best to give the 


.native people what they could according to the money 


{ 
| 


Treasury Board in Ottawa gave them, and that money coes' 


not come from a big building in Ottawa that is stuffed 
with dollar bills. That money comes from my taxes, 


your taxes and the taxes of many, many Canadians 


~~ 
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everywhere in this great land, who go to work every 


ae 


Gey sai cen Kicked an tne-taxes Lor Uomig SO. 

"There have been many, many 
devoted civil servants in the north in the past ten 
> | years and the great majority of them had the interests 
of the native people in their hearts and in their minds 
above all interests. The government and its employees 
have not all been pigs and ogres, as some seem to imply 
these days. I truly love the north and its people and 
Pi proud Of tne hard’ work’ "Ve"done it the North’ if 
the last 10 years, but I'm getting pretty fed up with 
so much bullshit being shovelled around in the last few 
years and the many inaccurate and false statements 
made. 

"It hasn't been a one way 
streetfor the native people of the north. It hasn't 
been all bad. The benefits brought in by the govern- 
ment has made life a lot easier for all of them. As 
to the people who are constantly expounding on the fact | 
) | that people have lost their traditional way of life, | 
| have they really? How many people in the north really 
| want to live’ inr the past and live off the” land?” Those 
2 | who really want to live off the land are already coing 

it now. Those who think they want to live off the lanc, 
nothing but themselves are stopping them. To the rest, 
-I say they are dreaming. They dream they want to live 
in the past and live off the land, but when they wake 

up in their thermostatically controlled heated three 
bedroom house, they change their minds pretty fast. 


‘ar I wanted to, but really 
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wanted to though, I could go back and live like my 
grandmother Barnabe’,, but inereality I don"t»and it is 
very much the same for most of the people in the 

north. It is good to remember the past, it is a good 
topic of conversation to say we want to live in the 
past ,lbut arbwepiconh realitye ltedsn' tareally. ettiee stuff 
that dreams are made off and dreams are in your mind 

and your thoughts and your ideas. It is a dream to 
think) it ds nice, toa wakes upsin the morning at 25: degrees 
below zero and have to chop wood and light a fire and 
really enioy every minute of it every day. The reality 
is that it is much nicer and easier to wake up in a 
thermostatically controlled heated house, and let's not 
kid ourselves about it either any more. 

Liner quality noL ebLter in, the 
north has been better and some have taken advantage of 
it and enjoy the advantages of both lives,. the native 
way and the white way, but many instead of taking 
advantage of it have turned to alcohol in excessive 
amounts and blame the white man for everything. This 
isn't realistic either. I wonder if the white man 
alcoholics blame the natives for their drinking 
problems? 

‘Surrey elcohod) iswa bigepro- 
bem! in theenomthy@but) itesen "tt ondye al problem anjthe 

- north. There are many other areas of the world where 
alcohol is a problem. Alcohol ‘and drinking is a per- 
sonal, individual problem and decision, not only in the 
— but anywhere in the® world’ “Untwl* peoplet come 
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1| problems, they will never run the show and they will 
\ 


never live in reality. No amount of government inter- 


ho 


vention or legislation can solve the alcohol problem. 


Loe) 


4 | Until the people of the north solve their alcchol pro- 
5 | blems and solve them themselves, they will continue to 
6! live in a dream world. There hasn't been a pipeline 


7 | in this north land yet, but you must admit that there 


8 | is an alcohol problem. In the annals of history I hope 
\| ‘ s ‘ 7 

9 || we don't read that a pipeline in the MacKenzie brought 
i 


10 | inSalcohol. 

11} "Mr. Berger, you told us to 
tell you what we would tell the government in Ottawa 
bt we had that chance. I@iis Geocmot youLtosted lius 


this but it is also very sad that Ottawa does not listen 


oom 


| to our elected representatives like our Member of 

L6 | Parliament and our Territorial Councillors. I would 

7 Il hope that in the next 10 years we will see. more true 

18 | representation in the north; and that our duly elected 
LS representatives will be listened to by Ottawa more than | 


they have listened to them in the last 10 years. 


Cy 


21] "You. neamothatephrase a- Lot 


today, “The nopeh®is changing". Niht-istavtrues fac. 


fe tJ 


indeed but a much more realistic and truer fact is 

24 4 that notionly the’north®is chanigiungy“but’thei whole 

25 | world. Times change all over the world and it remains 
6 || . £o% Smarty peopley toichangeiwithithem;,) .Thisialso: applies 
7 | to the government in Ottawa as well. The north should 
2B nots be treatedeaswa colonyoanycdonger)ieWe wantila’ chance 
29 | torcontrol our vokabetulee and development in the 


30 | north. There are some changes occurring that I don't 
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like and I try to do something about them but I cannot 
stop time and history and @velopment from happening. 
Life goes on and if we want to succeed in our own way 
in our own happiness, we all have to learn to adapt 
according to how the times change, whether we are 
French Canadian, Indians, Eskimos or what have you. 
"No man is an island and no 
area of Canada is completely yshut off «from «the. rest 


of the true world. The N.W.T. cannot be put in storage | 


or Sit still while the rest of the world goes on. Maybe. 


it would be nice for things to stay the same but 
reality tells us it just doesn't happen that way. 

"Myr suBergen;) it Lsiigood that 
you listen to us but what is more important, will 
Ottawa listen to you at all?  I»would hope they will, 
but our past experience in the north on this score 
hasn't been too good. Some of us are doubtful about 
Ottawa listening to anyone but themselves. 

"What Elam ipanteecularlhy «con= 
cerned about is that the pipeline will go through 
without due consideration of the north and the lives 
of all northerners, natives and non-natives as well. 
Every day northerners are ignored in many rote Wwe 
have studies, we have task forces, we have investigat- 


ions, we have commissions. What we want is some action, 


. and some real say in some decisions filtering back to 


the settlements. What we don't want is just masses of 
paper work piled up in an office somewhere and life 
merely going on and completely ignoring our recommend- 


ations. 
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"Sometimes I would hope the 
north was like it was 10 years ago. There was more 
isolation and sometimes that's good, but there were 
also more disadvantages. Sometimes I would hope that 
development wouldn't happen, that life would stop and 
beeatmaestandsr#all) butithateistampossyblerand unreal-= 
istic. When a life really stops, it is death. 

"I would prefer if there was no 
mass developments and there was no pipeline, but that 
is unrealistic also. On the other hand, I don't want 
tolpay! S3e00salgaldony fortgassand.1 don *trwantr tof live 
in an unheated house with no power, so sometimes you 
have to compromise. 

"There will be development for 
sure, whether it's in the form of a pipeline, a railway, 
a highway. There will be development even if it's 
only the daily growth of people and populations. I only 
hope since there has to be some forms of development 
that there will be invelvemait OfMalillinertherners; and | 
that in reality we will all have a say in this develop- 
ment and a true share Vinoit. - 2 hope wthatv soon there 
will be a settlement of land claims, land rights, land 
titles, to bring back some harmony and sanity to relat- | 
ions with all northemers, native and non-native alike. 
Settle who owes what to whom and get it over with once 
- and for all so we can get back to being friends again. 

"We here in the N.W.T. have 
to stand united as northerners, but if we are divided 
ake constantly quarrelling and hassling among pureHives | 


we will get nowhere. Ottawa will continue to keep a | 
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1 stranglehold on the north. The north has to get united | 
2 | in its efforts, racism and hate have to be destroyed 


because if it isn't destroyed soon, it will only destroy 


4 us all and get us absolutely nowhere. 

5 | "Mr. Berger, I hope your 

6 | recommendations will include the many varied views in 

7 the north and not only one side of the coin. I am 

| sure as long as you want to listen, there will be 

g | northerners to listen to because we are all great 
talkers withgreat ideas about our greath north land. 

What remains is for you toppass iat on werny forcefully 
i? to the wonderful people and northern experts in Ottawa 


LS who always think they know best what is good for the 
4 WOOL tek, 

"Thank you." 

Me | THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
let us keep your brief? 


MRone BARNABE stm Yess 


OQ) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


29 | very much. 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 


ah (SUBMISSION BY CLAIRE M. BARNABE MARKED AS 


5 EXHIBIT C-164) 


ay MR.. ROSS:.. This is my sister- 
28 in-law, Eva Soren. Her maiden name is Tourangeau, 
this is her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Tourangeau sitting 


here. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mie nROSS « 


EVA KOREN, Sworn: 
MRS. KOREN: I would 


like to share my endeavours and experience of a way of 
life and of results of changes encountered. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just take 
your time, we have got lots of time. 

MRS. KOREN: Okay. 

"This will be brief without 


any desire to cause embarrassment or hurt feelings. 


was Sick. At age six I was sent to a missionary hoste: 
time onimePrommadence. There I completed my first two 
grades with two-months at home, and fnommqnadesmthree 
tOnedhever~L=was=senb<torminuVik: Goverment Hloste . 

There I was sent back and forth until I was grade 10. 


I decided I needed a change so =ecok"Ty’ final yearvae 


aLebbowkntte, and my marks indicated that I didn't enjoy 


the place. 
"Here is a brief to the 


situation: I used to scream and cry realizing later 
because 


‘that it was a lost cause/I began to keep all my hurt 


and unjust within me, letting it torment my mind. I 
was very unsure of everything including whether anyone 
cared. To this day, the only member of the family 


contact is Jeannette, who helpedymewa, great deal in 
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getting my problems sorted out. All people said to us 
when we did something wrong was eye bad, stupid 
or crazy. Naturally a person is bound to believe it 
after some time. Today I'm happy to know that there 
is no such thing as a bad or good child but rather 
they are happy or unhappy and that I believe is true 
happiness and that true happiness lies in the eyes of 
a child who had a good upbringing and had praise. 

Mit eyousthink. Chiswis <a jway | 
of life in which I grew up was one of true happiness ae 
love and no understanding of myself, where you couldn't 
express your inner feelings or opinions without getting | 
kicked around. There yet has to come a day when I 


could forget everything and that day is coming. I am 


learning to accept it for what it was and, live with it, 


bhostibketyehasmever=sorvedwanyone's»problems. I have 


been deprived, there isn't a fear that I didn't have. 


‘ Out of a great effort I am now able to undo these 


barriers. I have to, otherwise I would be a drunkard, 
and this would not help me to achieve my goals but 
rather live in a world of dreams. 


"Tell me why I am not a drunk. | 
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i coui@ very well ‘be’ today. ~After all thats the 
example most adults set the younger generation, that 
is the peasure. Tl) aamite a was A drinker.’ Mind 
you, 14 ulcn t Urink eVery day but . Stiri’ ‘craved it. 
People seem to think there isn't only one type of 
alcoholic but there are many types. Alcohol is just 
an escape route for everything or whatever excuse you 
Use 1t fOr. 1 Mysems used alconol’ to Dring out my 
problems but it didn't work for when I was dead sober 
I no longer could face my problems and let them build 
up. Having a real engrossed mind I decided enough of 
these shenanigans for already my drinking was taking 
my problems to the ones I truly loved. Luckily I had a 
sister whom I only share my problems with. Enough of 
these playing games, I broke loose, I am able to talk 
about my problems. 

"Anyone of you people who have 
the same problem, this is my word of advice: bring 
them out in the open, once you are able to do this you 
Can Work from there to’ find oneself. Some of the 
people don’t “Live this sort OL flte. = 1 propose. ior 
every member of the Dene Nation a psychiatrist. Other- 
wise this will be a problem nation for years ahead. 
What good will the land mean to us or a new house or 


even money? This could be the last good deed for our 


‘people, then from there they could make it for them- 


selves and be proud citizens. 
Pare’ you trying tO LOOK for 
recognition and attention you didn't have as a child? 


I am not blaming anyone for what has happened, for there 
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was no education, but to see this go on is shameful. 
What a disgraceful race to belong. Maybe it would 
have been better for Russions to have taken over this 
country, then you would have to start thinking faster 
ando runnings 

"What good is it now to say 
that the white man used to push you around when you 
have every bat, of say now and: don't teliime there is 
prejudice, for it is just an inferior complex and you 
can't accept things for what they are or yourself. I 
don't have time for people who look down upon me. After 
all, they are not helping me and I don't have anything 
to offer them. 

"Anyone who resists change 
lives in an uneventful life, no matter how serene it 
may be, and thinks so small as a result this has pro- 
vided the world with a lot of statistics. -On the 
other hand, I say the one who accepts, lives an 
equally rewarding life and improves our world. A per- 
fect example is the Negroes who put an effort to show 
the world they are just as good as anyone. 

TineanikeevOurt tor naving. snared 
my past life and the way I \truly feel today. For myself, 
ami notragainst or for the pipeline,, for I am not very | 
well informed about it but for my people I am against 

. it’ because’ of the psychological’ effects it will have on 

them. I most certainly agree with preserving the lanc. 
I cannot say whether the pipeline will damage the 
seanoave for I am not well informed. 


{Thanki vou" . 
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FLOEWE ST “RE PGi THING. eet: 


| THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
2 | very much. I wonder if your written statement, if you 
34 wouldn't misnu leaving that with us so it can be marked 
4 | aSswn exhibit; and formipart off the:necord..of the 


5 | proceedings? Thank youd 
7 (WITNESS ASIDE) 


2 || (SUBMISSION BY EVA KOREN MARKED AS EXHIBIT 


Gad 65») 


CECILIA TOURANGEAU, 
Sworn: 


MRS). TOURANGEAUs. Mra Berger, 
as» an old. lady I would, like: to,thank you for,coming 
to listen to us, though we are few in number -- 

THE, COMMISSIONER: «Excuse, me, 
could I have your name? I'm sorry, to interrupt. Would | 
20 | you just give us your name for the record? 
| MRS. TOURANGEAU: Mrs. 
Cecilia Tourangeau, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


28 Just. carryv.on. 
MRS. TOURANGEAU: Though we 
.are few in number, we are -- we still have something to 
Say. 


My father was killed when I 
was about four years old, and my mother was left all 


30 | alone and it was the hard -- it was a hard life for us. | 
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NABY 25 8+¢; 


There were six of us, so when my father got killed, 
well she was all alone, she couldn't look after us, 
she sent us to the Mission school in Fort Providence, 
where I passed my childhood. I stayed there 14 years. 

When I went to school, I didn't 
know a word of English or French. A girl who had been 
there a year was chosen to help me, to help us under- 
stand the ways of the convent. I took my 14 years of 
schooling there, 14 years old when the treaty party 
came down, thinking I was going to get my share of the 
money. I didn't get any. 

Lf hadhnomparentsyiysomneomtreaty 
money was received for me. I used to envy other chiicd- 
ren who ran to the store to buy some sweet biscuits, 
lump sugar and condensed milk. The treaty money was 
S12400, then ,Pthet next, yearvit was L2salsoy) and then 
SiO OWand= now itt st $5 .0108 

They ees to give nets, snares 
for rabbits. I saw this when I come back from school. 
Treaty to the Metis, it was -- they called it script. 
The priests they tell us, we werein school and we said 
what did the Metis get, did they get any money, but 
theyysa@id at wasle-atheyncaldlituscriptiiet think it 
was a hundred dollars a person. 


How come I have lots of Metis 
never 


‘children “1 imey / receive it. When I came back from 


Mh eo 


Sohoolh Tne 265 Ue gotbimaLrived Maghbwawayins1929.9 ‘The 
treaty party gave me my husband's late wife's treaty 
card, and she was dead and that is how I first got my 


treaty. Nobody knew I existed. 
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WEST REPORTING LT Dy 
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1 | Ourtiand.waWemallysay/its 
our land, sure it is, but we cannot do what we want on 
| our land that we were born on and one Ghaing too, )we 
cannot put our house where we want to, where we think 
it's best to live, because if we do, the Department 
send us bills to pay for GrownglandyheStililuwe have to 
pay for it. So much money every Spring. 

I was born in this area and 
never raised -- I was never raised, I never received 
my treaty til I marry Herbert»Hudson who was a white 
man in 1929. Nobody complained about white man marrying 
native of this country. After I married white man, I 
did learn more about what everybody learns today. The 
good old days are pretty near gone. My white husband 
learned me to set traps, hunt moose, bear, rats in the 
spring, tan moosehide, it was exciting, although the 
going was tough in the muskeg. That's where he 
more tough ‘ when the pipeline comes in because 
the spring start to thaw out, everything start moving. 

Itwent, through all that when 
the spring came, with walkingrthrough the water, cold 
watergricy) Wadidjail that.. Went to school, when I 
was young my uncle used to tell me the history of my 
family, I mean after I came back from school. He usec 
teolgodtolhisbatbaps! je tol visit hiswtrapseand: stop at my 

- place overnight because it was late and he couldn't 
make it home so he stopped at my place and tell me the 
history of my family. 

| My uncle told me--he used to 


come and talk to me, and uncle told me the history of 
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MOY ey Bas 


my grandfather and my dad. There was my grandfather 
and the three brothers. That summer my dad got killed 
and the logs killed him, I mean fall on him and he 
died, so my uncle told me himself about this story 
Chat’ <I “n"going “to -tel bi yow? 

My grandfather took a walk 
along this area, along the shore. He built himself a 
birch bark canoe, hunting canoe. In those days he had 
to look for gum on the spruce trees to put it on your 
canoe so that the water wouldn't go through there. 
So this time my grandfather took a walk along the es 
and above Bodsworth Creek there, they put that name 
there, anyway there was no name in those days. That 
creek was running and he found a chunk of tar, a chunk, 
a chunk of tar -- he thought it was tar, it was all 
stuck together so he thought it was tar so he took it 
and he smear it on and he went home and he said he fina 
some good tar for his canoe, he didn't have toget some 
gum from the bush So he went and took that tar and 
smeared his canoe with that and when he paddled out in 
that creek there, all that tar start to melt. It was 
AOC Star ;OlEiwassomls 

Ssontheyowent tortown!of 
course and they told him -- there was a priest, they 


called him Father Decoto, his people are rich and they | 


‘ live in France anyway, and he gave them two lard 


tins and he told them to fill up those, stop your talk-_| 
ing and put those in the can and bring it when you come | 
to town, which they did. I guess they sent them out 


because’ the yrnever, heard) -etmy dad died that summer, so 
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we never heard nothing. 

Butch 21. vaxround there? 
I was in school at, the time, and we never see white ren 
before but there was lots of white people coming in, 
maybe sometimes with the canoes, two or three of them 
coming and they say they struck oil down here so they 
were on their way to there. They are going down here 
to stake claims for oil. We were in school, the only 
thing they had to wait there til Mills Lake, the ice 
break up in Mills Lake, they couldn't cross the lake. 
They stayed in Providence, which us children were 
making concerts and doing all the plays for those 
people. There was nothing in those days, there was no 
picture shows, there was nothing, so we cid all the 

ieee ean 

entertainment for them, which/they turned around and 
gave us some -- they say we going to have a picnic and 
they take us to the island and we had picnics there. 

The island, the mission used 
to put) the, calves there so we used to go and have 
picnics around Calf Island ,CaweIscamedvitimrso 
we enjoyed that anyway, there was nothing else besides 
that. So that's how we -- and this area was my grand- 
father and his boys' trapping ground, which they used 


to trap -- they ee trapping for beaver and rats, and 


come back in the spring time to -- they had a few 


-houses. They had some shacks way up at the transmitter 


site, some buildings there but when it was push up, 
they knocked them down. 
Those people, we won't do that 


to no white people, knock down their shacks or anythinc. 
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BWRNIABY 2, Bric. 


It was their -- they used to stay there in the spring. 
Right now -- those days, any- 
body didn't like you around, they just knocked them 
off and that was it, they didn't want them around. 
They shouldn't have done that, because when you are 
travelling far away with dog team, you come at night, 
you are tired, you like somebody -- you like someone to 
be there and have a good cup of hot tea or something to 
eat when you are travelling because it's cold in the 
winter when you travel by dog team. Myself, I travel 
lots of time with dog teames I Wetildtright mow afi J had 
the dog team. 
So Miaguess:-buticone «hing ave 
Still own the land. But they never mentioned to us, 
T,;doni't: thinkithat was right what theywdiduto us. 
I hope you understand, Mr. 
Benge m.otll iawso ‘nervous, ah’m justushaking fiuidon't 
know why, maybe-lots of people. I want to see you ana 
to tell you some more stories Latenton, i= 
THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, 
well thank you. 
MRS. TOURANGEAU: <-- just to 
keep you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. If there is nothing else in your written 
- statement that you were going to read, maybe you could 
let us have it. 
MRS. TOURANGEAU: I made lots 


of mistakes, but -- 
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(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(SUBMISSION BY MRS, CECILIA TOURANGEAU 
MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-166) 
MARIE BLONDIN, Sworn: 
MRS. BLONDIN: Mrs. Marie 
Blondin. 


THE -COMMISSIONER: "Yes, ma*am. 

MRS. BLONDIN: I was a kid 
when I heard that they find oil but I didn't know who 
it was because my dad is a mountain Indian and his 
sister is married into the Blondin'sand after we crown 
up like me, three year old, lost my dad, Catherine 
Blondin took us over. She was married to George Blondin. 
They both come told us stories how they found oil. 
They were trapping about 35 miles from here above 
Sans Sault Rapids. The whole Blondin family was comind 
up by dog team to Sucker Gr@ék+ for: spring hunt and 
then it was warm in the last part of April. There was 
water on the ice already. 

Catherine and her husband were 
ahead so they thought they should rest the dogs. She 


was thirsty so she took her cup out of the sleigh and 


- took the water on the ice. She was going to drink it 


but it was kind of oily and she told the old man "What 
terres ¢ Au Sehanewor Oily, Jike,aso ‘Chey waited for 
the whole family behind them so they gathered all 


att 
around them and they said, At is oil, well throw a match 
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on it, to see if it burnssand-henvold»man, threw) aimatch 
On, the,water, On,the icésand it. was)flaming. ~Sovthey 
took two lard cans, they filled them with water with 
the,oil onpit. They put it under a tree. 

After spring hunt, when they 
are ready €6 go to town, to Fort Noymany,ithey «packed 
them up. They brought it to town and they gave it to 
the Mission or the Hudson Bay. 

Without them knowing it, the 
Imperial Oil opened up and all he got was free gas and 
free Oil whenever he wanted. They should know it here 
that they gave him, Saul Blondin some gas and oil. 

I remember, the Superintendent McKinnon, he is buried 
here in this cemetery. He was one of them who gave him 
free gas and oil, that I know anyway. 

Thatsisethe story that;bothemy 
father and my mother-in-law told me. My husband, 
Joseph Blondin could have told, the story better because 
that was his dad, and he knows the story better, and 
thig.cs,the quyythat~find the (011. 

THE COMMISSIONER: .Well.let me 
take a look. 

Nell, thank you for showing 
me that. photograph. 

MRS J/BLONDINeieOkay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It's a 
personal possession of yours and I won't ask that it he 
introduced in evidence. 

| MRS«£BEONDIN«, 3. Gan.t pant 
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Lil THE COMMISSIONER: Well thank 
you very much, madam. If we could have your written 
statement though, we would like to have that marked 


as an exhibit. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MARIE BLONDIN MARKED AS 


EXHTBET C=1.67)) 


THE (COMMIGSTONER:, Yes, Mx. 
ROSS? 

MRe ROSS'S © Maybe’ I could’ just 
mention for the general interest that in 1914, the 
senior geologist for Imperial Oil, Mr. T.O. Bodsworth 
struck three claims at latitude 65 degrees 18 minutes on 
the eastbank of the MacKenzie River. 

THE COMMISSIONER’ Excuse me, 
the door was closing. Just sit down and make yourself 
comfortable if you want. 

MRO ROSS Vitacost (ah SiOr ec 
imtele note. 

THe COMMEISSTONER: “Well == 

MR. SROSS2© In L9T4; the “senior 
geologist for Imperial Oil, T.O. Bodsworth struck three | 

‘claims on the east bank of the MacKenzie River at 
latitude 65 degrees 18 minutes and that's on the locat- 
ion of the present day creek, Bodsworth Creek which the | 
people have been talking about here, from which the | 


town takes its water supply. So that's the Imperial 
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Oil version of how the claim was staked. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And that's 
thenscoureceof the oil here at Norman Wells, is that 
right? 

MR. ROSS: Yes, there is act- 
ually wellheads right beside the creek. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr ° Ross ® 
ROSS LAYCOCK, Sworn: 


MR. LAYCOCK: My name is Ross 
Laycock, and I have lived in the north for four years 
and we'd been commuting for the previous four years. 

I just want to say a few 
things before that. No one has ever mentioned that 
during the Second World War, the United States Army 
had a CANOL base camp across the river and an oil 
pipeline from Norman Wells over to, I think it was 
Ross River across the mountains. They had a camp of 
approximately 1,500 men. | 

No one ever mentions that this: 
waS an Oil pipeline, and there was no, or not much that 
you ever hear of, hardships..for the natives. ..You.never | 


hear of any of the distrust or anything from this oil 


1 


pipeline, and it was of -- like the camps, there were | 
several. I think they were about 30 miles apart or 
something like this across the road across the mount- 
qi and this was an oil pipeline. .,It. has been dis- 


mantled by now, but also another story. 
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When Iwas) sitting in my 
English class one day in Inuvik, they were stockpiling 
sand across the road and they may have had 300 loads 
6© seething like this and it was quite high, but the 
way people would come to school, they wouldn't go 
around it, they would go over it. As we were looking 
out the window, my teacher said, isn't it ironic that 
peoplesgoexover things *instead*of aroundie ,I°think this 
1s true about the animals too. 

We have theard acelot about’ how 


the environment will be affected and how the caribou 


60) 


nigrations wilh besinterrupted.s) Well from Arctic Gas 
test site that we have seen, I don't know if it's 
the berm or if it's the other one that'sdug in the 
ground, but the caribou migrations won't be affected. 
They are just like any other animal, they go over it, 
they jwonitt (be scared of witiy i «denStrthinky but back 
HommMy CHE POT iG. 
During the last few years, | 
different organizations have toured the north trying 
to explain what will happen when the pipeline goes 
throughs ‘Ithink. if ‘there ‘ever has been a case of fools 
leading fools, all of these will pertain to the cases. 
There was one from the Commit- 
tee for the Original Peoples' Entitlement (C.0O.P.E.) 
‘and their main speaker, an ex-welfare worker, had 
various slides, pamphlets and other paraphernalia on 
the effects of an oil pipeline. She spoke for about 
eee ee on the terrible effects of an oil pipeline, 


how the spills would ruin the environment. Maybe 
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someone should inform her that as far as I know, and as 
far as Arctic Gas has ever been involved and Foothills, 
this isa’ natural” .gas pipeline and there won't be any 
o#1 ‘spills. 

Also, I saw four altogether 
presen tations” from Arctic "Gas, from Cc.62P Un? and from 
other organizations, and they are either all totally 
con or else -- like against the pipeline, or else 
votal ly “for 12 GI don'’ see wiy*"they don't all get 
-- not get together, but why don't they tell the cons 
and the pros of a pipeline, and educate the people 
instead of trying to educate them -- educate them 
sensibly instead of doing it in a poor manner. 

Also, there's’ a lot or tark 
of the natives returning to their original habitat. 
Wettiyr it= sounds, “l=don"*t™ know, pretty far fetched" to 
me. To do this as pretty well everyone else has said, 
they would have’ to give up a lot of things and some of 
the young people think well it wouldn't be that bad, | 
you know, we would still have all -- we would give up 
the heated house but we would have the fire from fire- 
weod, but’ they don't thinkrof* the*smalt+things"iixe 
aduffles for the mukluks, the bullets and the guns. 

Back to spears and bows and arrows, I don't know about 


that. "Cigarettes; canvas**for°mukiuks, “blankets, ‘gas | 


‘ for kickers for going in the river and snowmobiles on 


the snow, plywood for scows, snare wire, knives, pots 
and pans, and one of the major influences in their 
lives is liquor. 


Youmnear “about *the hardsliips =4 


vi FAgdan ere Awe paren Fb 
os cl aac wok: wee) Tyoata,, ome ee le Shain “A 
nox? bas ..9.00 mork ,e8d aivo1A moi aaoksssmsaey 
yitstod Ils 19ftie ors youd bas’ vemosgastnapxo 19d90._ 
sala 10 ,entisgiq edt semisps ettt ~- oats) 700m 
sop [ls 3'nob yort ydw ose t4aob ©) .92 tot yl istos 
enon edt ffod yoda t'aob ydw dud ,teddepot Jeg ton ~- 
biased edt etbopbs bers endlogiq 6 tossorq end bas 
sedt steoubs -= modd stspube ot pik ia ‘20° bestant 
.t9caem 00g 6 mi ti pntob to beetent yYidlense 
iiss to gol B a'steds: ,oalsé i Wis 
:#63ided [saipiao uLedt of eniaivter 2ovitea ont to 
ot) bedoto? 18% yYstoid .wond Jo nob TD” iebatroaidh ,Lisw 
.bise aad oale onoyteves [law ytserq es eids Ob OT © vam 
to emoe bas apaidt to tol 6 qu evip ot evad biwow yeds 
, 54d tedt ed g'abivow gi Llow Antds olqoeq payoy adz 
cu ovip Diuow ew -~ [16 ovad Ibbte bivow ow \ywoad noy 
~91L2 mox? s1it edt oved blyow sw gud sevod betsed ods 
oXit apnisdd fisme end 20 Aakdt gt aob eds dud \boow 


.anup edt bas ateliud ont yetutdom ofd xot @el2tub 


tvods wont g"mob I pewouts bas awod bas 
aBp eons id) yaatetlem tot) esvas etierspiS . ders 





no eelidoowora bas ss eh ue n-ne sot 


atoq ,zoviad sii nlaalecaasnaaie stot boowyl | wore ony 
tied? ab seoneuttat ‘sot oft Fo end bas! \wneq be 





eles C0 vel Te A) ce set ence e 











Eh (RE PORTING? (eet. 


2148 
R. Laycock 


BU NTANES Y" 2iibaran ee 


I don't know, it seems to me the Indian Brotherhood 

has been pushing quite a lot of -- of what the natives 

go through in their struggle for survival, for power 

gAvthe nerthve Weblliyethenbest Desay oe the Northwest 

Territories for the nativess~.The Northwest Territories. 

has a program where you can get ba er eeneenenee Seconc> 
_— 

ary and university education, plus ONC ee and room, 

free spending money and if you go to ste in 


Fort Smith, you get) paid Aerfaoings Pree 


Iundomitrthinkowt isi ia) dack of, 
opportunities, but a lack of initiative. All of these | 
should be taken advantage of, but most parents are too 
busy Gxvinking to worry abcutbhewrechildren'’s welfare, 
People should remind them that they don't become a 
president of a company by drinking and having fun. 
ALS, astatyA mMObhemypuly oudyibloens to the government 
for natives as they have on the T.V. can be obtained 
at very low interest rates. All it takes really is 
interest and initiative. 

Like Mrs. Tourangeau was saying 
and her daughter Eva, they were shipped off to school 
in Fort Providence. Well, if the pipeline went through, 
the communities would enlargen and schools would be | 
brought in, larger schools and they wouldn't have to 


go. Norman Wells is a prime example of this. There 


- would be a good community to enlargen for the govern- | 


ment and for the pipeline for Fort Norman, Fort Good 
Hope and Fort Franklin. You could have a big school 
and a hospital here, and it would be a lot cheaper for 


the kids to go home from here to their settlement, 
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than virbin Nnuveien Mustn sort tofpendndt. 

The talk of the Dene nation, 
I don't see why Canadian, from a Canadian citizen to 
Others, why we say Dene nation, why not a Canadian 
nation? The Americans in coping with racial prejudice 
have a melting pot where all races become Americans. 
We have a patchwork quilt, so let us sew it together 
and become Canadians, not white and Indians. 

As Ted Wesley says, 'We need 
your minds, your hands, your hearts, your willingness 
to play your parts in the shaping of the northland 
Gdestanyy. 

Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER® I wonder 
if you would let us keep your written statement and 


werpwiilwnark thativastan’exhibit? 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MR. ROSS LAYCOCK MARKED AS 


EXH DBD sG= b6g)) 


HE ‘COMMISGIRONER: -<L- thank, 1 
should say that the inquiry is not just supposed to be 
about the proposed gas pipeline. The federal govern- | 

.-ment has laid down what they call pipeline guidelines, 
and these have been tabled in the House of Commons, and/| 
in those guidelines, the federal government says that 
tows jact pipeline is Duiitie fromthe Arctic to the 


south, whatever route it takes will be the likely route 
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that will be taken by an oil pipeline if in the future, | 
there is sufficient oil discovered in the MacKenzie 
Delta wnderthe Beaufort Seagto:justify an,oil pipeline. 
So the federal government has said that in view of the 
influence that the construction of a gas pipeline 
will have on the likely route of an oil pipeline, the 
pipeline companies, that is Arctic Gas and Foothills, 
must present to this inquiry in due course, evidence 
regarding the likely impact of an 0il pipeline as well 
aS a gasS pipeline. 

Now, that won't be done until 
later in the year, but. I thought I would: mention, 2t),17n 
view of what some of you have -- in view of the state- 
ments some of you have made, that is if you have some- 
thing you want to say about what you think the likely 
impact would be of an oil pipeline, if one were built 
in the future, you certainly are entitled to bring that, 
up. 

Well, I -- it was kind of a 
long winded statement to make a simple point,but I 
hope you understand what I mean. The pipeline guidelinés 
aren't all that easy to understand. That accounts for 
the way I interpret them. 

Well, anyone else, please feel| 


| 
free to come forward and say whatever you wish. I have p 


.suggestion to make. Maybe we could stop again for 5 or 10 


minutes for a cup of coffee and then we will hear one or! two 
more before we adjourn for supper. So we will stop for B 


few minutes for another cup of coffee. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Let's take 
our seats ladies and gentlemen, and we'll start again 
in a moment. We are ready to begin again, ladies and 
gentlemen, and we could perhaps hear one or two more 
of you before we adjourn for supper. We will be coming 
back here tonight anyway, and -- because I am sure ther 
must be some who couldn't make it this afternoon who 
would be able, I think, to come this evening. But we 
can hear one or two more of you now, so please feel fre 


to come forward. 


DIANE MONUIK, Sworn: 


S 


g 


MISS MONUIK: My name is Diane | 


fonuik, and I just have to say something about the 
environmental eruptions -- 


hte COMMISSIONER:” Excuse me, 


let's wait: for this: plane ogo hy /'" Does at. Gust go up| 


and down the runway or does it leave? 

Start again, please, and just 
take your time. 

MISSPeMONULK :49 Okay. Lape. 
wanted tosay something about the environmental erupt- 
ions that have been brought up. 


The native people talk about 


‘the environmental eruptions that will takeplace if the 


pipeline goes through. As my brother mentioned, 
animals ‘act like humans and will walk over something --— 
rather than around it. They speak of the land being 


wasted and the animal population decreasing each year. 
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If they speak the truth, I:have but one question. Why 
were 24 caribou carcasses left on the shore of Copper- 
mind this spring, ,to rot instead of being used like the) 


native people's ancestors did many years ago? 


Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


(SUBMISSION BY MISS DIANE MONUIK MARKED AS 


BxXhaB LTP C16 9) 
GERRY LOOMIS, Sworn: | 


MR. LOOMIS: I woud like to 
direct a few questions at Mr. Blair. 

Recently we've had a meeting 
with Jim Harvey of gana an AnctaieGGas.. Helstorecasted 
a population increase of Norman Wells would possibly 
double. Right now the population is roughly 370, this | 
would cause an increase. Right now we have probably | 
room for possibly 50 houses in Norman Wells and we 


vaniioweNof cland to'“pututheseghouses. on. {We are 


surrounded on the one side by M.O.T. lease, the other 
side by Imperial Oil lease, and the river on the 
remaining side. 

Now, if lots were not made 
ene for an influx of houses in Norman Wells, 


would this mean a satellite community like we've had 
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MR. BLAIR: Mr. Berger, I don't 
know the particulars of Mr. Harvey's estimate or when 
he meant the population would double, but for what 
information we might usefully throw into this, I could 
give year by year -- Mr. Burrell’s provided me and he 
might better have done this, but this question was 
asked of me. 

The forecast of our consultant, 
Mr. John MacLeod of rg the population of 
Norman Wells, the Bai eiaatae of Norman Wells 
according to the best information available to him was 
from a base of 353 in 1975, he's given these year by 
year, but prhaps if I give them every 5 years it may 
save time. 1980, a range of from -- estimate from 473 
to 728, the average of that range being 590 people, 
and for the year 1985, a range of estimates from 563 
to 818, the average of that range being 690. So that 
at least in that 10 year period our own consultant has 
not -~ well has forecast pretinty close? toj'asdoubling, 
but only at the end of the 10 year period. 

DMdon't *thankathat Hoothilis 

as a company would presume to suggest whether that 

would occur through satellite townships or through any 
other particular program except I might just add this, 
that our own company, Operating company, the Alberta | 
Gas Trunk Line Company, while it started out with about | 
140 or 50 houses, to house its own people, has gradually 
moved away from that polacy #:sold the nouses**to *the 
employees and done everything -- and moved away from 


any kind of company housing or separate company towns, | 


| 
1 
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so.to the), extent that that»attitudewistreflected in 
what Foothills did, I expect we would be more inclined 
to want to go with the growth of the existing community | 
than with the satellite or separate community, if that 
has answered the main points that were raised. 

MR. LOOMIS: Yes, I think the 
big concern, I know through the settlement council and 
also the Chamber of Commerce, it has been discussed in 
both areas, the fact that there just isn't land avail- 
able to put houses on due to the physical set-up of 
Norman Wells right now. There have been two town 
plans done by consulting engineers as I mentioned 
earlier, of which nothing has come of it. The Terri- 
torial Government, we have approached them on behalf 
of the settlement council, and they do not seem to be 
concerned. 

If and when the pipeline goes, 
if there is an influx of even three hundred people into 
Norman Wells on a permanent basis, there just isn't 
the land to put the houses on and I think possibly the 
pipeline companies, either one of them maybe should 
get together with the Territorial Government and try to | 


come up with either accepting or rejecting the exist- 


ing town plans and coming up with a new one. 


Has there been any work done | 


“with. the: Tenmitorbaly Government aimethenconstruchion 


of houses in Norman Wells? 
MRP ee ULeArRs. 1 Mir. berger, we | 
have not done any work of this sort at’ this stage, 


considerably because we would doubt whether we should 
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lead in this for fear of being presumptuous, but it's 
the kind of situation which if it did need help and 
if there was help proffered from a pipeline company, 
we wouldn't be reluctant at all to work on in the 
futures (Lesuppose there's» lots 'of£,timesfor that. 

MR. LOOMIS: While I am 
Speaking of the houses here, also the other concern 
that has been brought up both in the council and the 


Chamber of Commerce, the fact that we have a minimum 


water, sewer utilidor system, would the pipeline company | 


choose to put their own water and sewer system in or 
woudd ithisebe \leftsupistrictlyeto ithenTenritorial 
Government? 

Mien LAtThe ) tMis, Bengengtpen-— 
haps the more practical thing would be for Mr. Burrell 
to substitute for me because he has worked much more 
directly with these things. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
certainly. 

You®shoularteel free to 
Eheow tind Burrell bortMeadcEwing gnmtocthe breach at any 
timey Mr. -Blairytevensif the question is directed to 
you. 

MR. BURRELL: Well I think 


the whole matter as far as development of communities, 


‘not only Norman Wells but the other communities that 


weewil bobengoingeinbo;ritthink.as I mentioned before 


the -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excusecme, 


can you people hear what Mr. Burrell is saying? 
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Would you start again and speak into the microphone? 


MR. BURRELL: As I was saying, 


our whole approach to putting facilities into a commu- 
nity or wanting to put facilities into a community 
doesn't just apply to Norman Wells, it applies to all 
the communities that we would like to go into, and 
that is that we would want to put in the facilities 
that we feel are necessary insuch a manner that we 

-~- that it would be acceptable to the people of the 
community and now if we are dealing, say with sewage 
and water facilities, for instance, we would want to 
come in and discuss with the people in ample time so 
that da proper installation can voermade,; whether this 
means if the community decides itself in conjunction 
with us that an expansion in the existing system, up- 
grading the existing system or perhaps the need for a 
new system was the best, then we would follow that 
avenue. 

But we really want to get in 
and talk to the people in the communities about what 
they feel is the best and that would be an aid to us 
in developing our plans. 


MR. LOOMIS: I see. I might 


add at this point that we are a taxed based settlement, 


and that we do not have anylicontnol over:-- direct 


‘ control what goes on in the community. Yellowknife 


seems to have the power there. | 
We. hada council up until 
approximately two months ago and because of the fact 


that we couldn't get any reaction out of Yellowknife, 
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l | and this was one of the reasons why, well we resigned 
en masse. 
: THE COMMISSIONER: The whole 
settlement council resigned? 

MR.LOOMIS: That is right, 
yes, we no longer have a settlement council here. So 
possibly this housing and water/sewer facilities should 
be looked at in conjunction with the Territorial 
Government. Maybe some pressure could be put on the 
Territorial Government to see what they are going to dc 
in the future if these houses do all of a sudden 
appear in Norman Wells. 

THE COMMISSIONER: There being 
no settlement council to approve it, we will take your 

L5 advice. 

MR. LOOMIS’. Thank you, 

THE COMMISSIONERS] Excuse “me, 
can I just ask you one or two things while you are 
there, Mr. Loomis. 

fn voufenta that Norman Wells is 
i you have got 

4M Surrounded, not surrounded, wout/the river, you've-got 
nasi || the Imperial Oil lease on the north side of the town- 
site, I take it -- 

24 | MR, LOOMIS: “That's right. 

wk THE COMMISSONER: And you've 
Gi) ” Got Bthecaitistripronbthe .east side, and M. Oh? s- ran 
we | M.O.T. lease on the south side? 

MR, LOOMIS: That's right. 

9 | | THE TCOMMIESSIONER: CAnd, -- 


30 | MR. LOOMIS: Presently we have | 
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te, 
room, I believe, for pushing Approximately 50 lots, and 


there's no more land available for houses. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fifty lots 
and that -- you mean for residential and commercial 
and industrial purposes? 

MR eCMIs: “No, that's 
possibly 50 houses for residential housing. There is a 
bit™ofr"Tand tor commercial and Ivqht industrial. 

THE “COMMISSIONER: S0O 50 Tors 
for residential purposes? 

Men LUOMIS.’” Tnat Ss ragnc. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

Yes, well thank you very much 
for raising those matters. 

MR. LOOMIS: “hank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr. Burrell. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
PAT TOURANGEAU : sworn 


MR. TOURANGEAU: Can you 


hear me? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 1 


can hear you. 


MR. TOURANGEAU: Well I want 


-toMbring ail my troubles,” “1 born here, I mean I raised | 


here, about 33 years I have lived in this country. I 
wasn't talking English before I got here first, I come 
to Norman Wells. I'm from Alberta, BOGE Ciab. 


IT raised. 
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My mother died when I was 2 
years old, and my old man die just a few years ago. 
Through which I lived my home here, after I left Chip 
SOR, Lefer bysi942. °1 was working: ona boat; “Huds6n’s 
Bay boat) sternwheelers” So in? the wintertime’! got 
off the Mackenzie River, I cut wood for the wee he oak pak 
GdistributorMabeut s00” cords: of wood first ‘contract 
with another guy. No power in them days. 


Next’ winter I-took’ contract 
| 


at AthabasCa and then I come down here again. I stayed 


and I got all married there, I raised a big family. Sa 
1945 I started work for Imperial’ O11)" part’ time, you eaoae 
summer time. In the winter time I make my living trapping 
you know, but it was a hard life trapping. 

I keep on like that, you 
know, until eight years ago* il quit’ trapping: iGget 24 
steady job now for M.O.T. but that time I was working 
for*imperial Oil, in those days, they “hired a couple 
SECT ndilans*but they got@drunk ,/I'g¢uess; got fired; *the™ 
Superintendent he didn't want no tent around, no Indians 
around here, this town. He even told me to tell | 
ERGSESEAd Vans PEO" Go;, (1 *ocet* nothing’ tor do; -“that™s-your 
countrys “themtindgans’ “So"they didn’t hire no more 
Indians until Manpower put his feet on Imperial Oil. 
imhedraga Wiwabouteenac.' They don se=hrre*the Indians, | 
they close the camp I heard. Which the Indian country 
they had thevoivpstheyldon't even get one gallon of : 


gas free, they have to pay for the gas. 


At least they should give the 
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Indians free gas for their country. 

SO Paul an indian he find, he 
is the guy who. find a piece of rock, nice 
rock, he brought it to a white man, the white man he We: 
it outside... What he got out of that, today that poor 
imGian. tohataday she Wote.25 pounds of flour, that's all and 
a piece of bacon, I believe. 

Now white people they are rich 
With, that... Worse of it, .one morning Li hear in Radio 
Levine find gold they say. All the time there's white | 
men find that gold. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Gilbert 
Levine? 

MR. TOURANGEAU: I mean the 
Indians ~iind that cold, all the time, find that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


MR. TOURANGEAU: All the 


old Elene he find that gold. So there was no council 


meetings here in them days in Norman Wells. So finally 
they put.-- «they open up council meetings, some guys 
would get together. Ever since that, somebody get a 
contract for garbage, water. In the council meeting 
they brought it up the water in the Mackenzie River 
Wee Do _LULLOn, JOnsaIcCOuUnLA OL. tne Garbage. they were 
bhrowing thei garbage Onatop,of tChesbank of the —- 
just on the other side where I live. On account of 
that the water was no good. 

So they promise us they 
would give us water, garbage, which they did for a couple 


@fvvearccsor three years. Now today they give you —-) the 
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guys’ do the -- he’s got @ Pentmactt. hey givesyount he 
bills though. What burns me, when I came from out- 
Side, I was holiday, I came back 28 day of July. I 
never,, which I never»used water. ini July,.so I get that 
bill, those two bills from before. When I got the bill 
ij pay, forrat, thatées fane, 

Now, thesother day diigothtwo 
more, bilisjnéer Tulyoi50kgabtens*coftwhichizt wastout- 
Side all the time, I don't know where's that -- how I 
can use the water when I was outside my holiday. The 
month not even over all this month already, I got a bill 
for all this month. That's the way they are operating 
these Norman Wells contractors. At least he should 
wettittdblAugust isefinashednas=,Inam not paying forekt, 
Teteldcham] totshove’ tbyup er kl fwasamad; li .wasemadpriwhich 1 
work forywmykliving allwmy bifelsince lIkbeftemyudadvel 


work hard, all the way through I work hard.» Metis 


Association is.the same thing. They say they are going 
to help people, everyone. So some freight came in on | 
the plane, for a few of us, we made it before. All I 


have, I got) 16 two by fours ?pRaournclitthenplywoods 7 il 
got, the rest of the stuff he say it didn't come and it 
never got there. Okay after it never come. So meantime 
I have some material of my own I order from Hay River. 
Which I need for little shed you know, for my skidoo | 
in the winter time. So meantime too we got some more 
material comes in, different order, on a barge, last 
barge last fall. Okay, was expecting for that. So little 
ee there come for Metis Association, is president Metis 


Association. 
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He come to my house, he Saysi, 
"Oh, I come to see’ you" he says.” Okay, sit down, | 
rest yourself, what do’ you want to say? He Says, 
"You know Pat, you're not getting that material", he says. 
“hye “Onaccount'erf that hittlesSshédgtheregy yousbuilt! it, 
Listen’ here)* says) "can? youve xpect® to bia id. ar-aittie 
shed with feur little’ plywoods7°l said.» You guys have 
got no business to squawk about that little shed, I said, 


that came from out from my pocket. Everything I get I 


pay= Lore Lis 

So that's the way they operate, 
we don't get no help from the government. I worked all 
the time since I have been in Norman Wells here. I never 


got unemployment insurance once, not one penny. These 
young people today they work for a while, they don't 
want to work steady. Why should -- like the outside. 
Live on unemployment insurance. 
These people here, they live in Norman Wells too. They 
don't stay here’ all'the time,’ just part time, they don't 
Care." They don" tworry’aboutsithe country” | 
That policement last fall, 
they went up ‘the mountain, ‘four of them, they shot a 


\ 


moose, they got a moose, they left the moose there. 


HH 
rh 


Mm dothat)? meso they put’ mein Saal and-a pays aitfane. 

How come they leave everything, those white guys, they ido 
anything they don't bother . Which is true of everything 
Glisect these? white: guys, .lots: of them, they just come 

for a little while. They shoot grouse, everything. 

es springuright@vat theeM. Ost kitehen there, outside,| 


there was a dead chicken laying there 
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for days. An Indian never do that. The Indians they 
ktlkoguouse, theyreatmitaythey use .it iright! :eThese 
white people, they donut carnerforsthisicouritrys ovhey 
don't stay all the time here. Us people we can't do 
thabjinjedmonton, #theyiwill pinch fusteightwaways “lets 
of game warden, how come no game warden here. Somebody 
else is looking after and they don't care. 

Sorin) bebrohteformuwnyswi fe Vs | 
people, Lim not born: here, ,all right, but I stay here 33 
years old just like my country, I respect this country. 
I cant shoot game and leave it like that. That's the 
way it's going to operate on the pipeline if it comes 
through, that’s the way they are going to operate. Those 
white guys shoot games the way they want. They don't 
talk for the country, these white guys, they don't talk 
sense for the country, just for themselves. They try 
to gyp the Indians who works for him, they gyp him. I 
see that with my eyes. They don't like that my bringing 
that upywawhicheisetrue; that which is true. 
They Cleanmip all the rabbits up here, they come from 
Outside, they gqo»richt into @he Kulthwewuake? they cot 
22's, shoot them all, now there's no rabbits now for 
us to eat. Fish, same thingsmno st tehnenowpeever tsince 


they let the big game license, ever since that has 


happened, they figure they get trapper's license, they 
figure they just shoot all they want. They don't 


respect the country. 


So I hope these Indians that 
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are born in ths country, they are born in this country, 
iatopermney get the money for their land ‘after they ou 
the pipeline. Alberta, there are rich Indians over 
there, cuéy Nhaverngot big MCadillacs, they got money £67 
thierry Land; for the oll in ai.) I don't -see why they 
shouldn't look after the Indians up here too. The 
Indians, they don't have to work here. They got lots 
of oil here, they don't even get one cent out of it, 
that's the way they operate. 

Well, sometimes I'm mad, 
you know, and 1 told my wite lots of time, I’m | 
mad sometimes. I show the wife also and we work hard, 
two of us. We don't depend on nobody. She help me 
and, “Tihelp her. 

L don't want no water, noe 
garbage, too much trouble. I look after myself 
before, I don't see why today I can't look after myself. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well 
you have spoken your mind, sir, and I want to thank | 
VOumeOrm that. 

MR. TOURANGEAU: That's 
the way I look at it. 

THE COMMISSTONER © Pines 
Well, thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: “I think 
it's about 5:15 and I think we'll adjourn now and we 
will start again at 8:00 tonight, so those of you 
who are still within reach of my voice, I invite you 


all ‘te come back “here et 8:00° tonight “and we'll hear vinom 
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those who haven't had a chance to speak then, 
thank you. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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Mrs. C. Harris 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 
and gentlemen, I think we'll begin again and anyone aon 
wishes to speak, please feel free to go right ahead, 
and remember that you don't have to have anything writ- 


ten out; just tell me what's on your mind, what. you 


think about the pipeline proposal and its consequences to 


Norman Wells. 


MRS. CHRISTINA HARRIS, sworn: 
(SPEAKS IN NATIVE LANGUAGE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Will you 
interpret? 

CECILIA TOURANGEAU: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we'll 
Swear you in as interpreter, if we may. 

(CECELIA TOURANGEAU SWORN AS INTERPRETER) 

THE INTERPRETER: She says I 
been thinking over since Christmas all the programs that 
been going on, I listened to the radio and I think of | 
my children, 1 think of myself.and my (children, what "s 
going to happen to them. 

She says since she was young then 
she start to understand and know a few things. ‘This 
country is still the same the way it was then; she is 
43 years old and has 11 children, too. 

She know what life is because 
she been in the bush, hunt for herself, for her children 
and her family. Te was a tough life for her. Since 


that day, she said, she never got anything from anybody 
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} -- no white man, nobody, no white person came and give 


i her anything. And for the money, she says, she works 
3 for the money that. she's getting with her sewing, with 
4 her work that she’s doing, she's getting the money from 
5 that. She never got nothing else. 
6 She said now that her people 
7 -- you people, you say you're going to have a pipeline. 
3 She said we don't want the pipeline to go through. Still 
9 | you're talking about the pipeline. Sometimes I think 
19 | of it, I have tears in my eyes just to think ofmy 
La children and what they're going to do. 
He She says I'ma native, I'm born 
a in’ thts country. I'm not born other places, I'm bom 
coe in this country and I am Dene -- itmeans Indian. She says 
15 | she never went to school, never been to school, and in 
16 | her young days she was in the hospital and that's where 
hia? she pick up a word of English here and there. That's 
18 how she's brought up. 
19 | She says now that you know 
20 that I didn't go to school 2’ Can't: evéenrwrite’ my name, 
nf she says; yet today I'm talking to you people. That's 
22 | because, she says, I don't know how to write but I am Lere. 
a3 It means she is a Native of this country. She says now that you men- 
ag! tion putting the pipeline through, she says all she has. 
a5 | to do is just think every day. She don't know what will 
D6 | ‘happen after that. 


27 | She says we're natives, and she 
28 says the white man, it seems like they want to step on 
29 | you, she says. We're native, we don't know what they're 


30 |} after. She says I been in the bush, stay in the bush, 
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and when I'm in the bush, she says, I pack my wood, I 


cut my wood, I do all the work around there. There's nobody | 


to help me. So it's pretty hard when I think of it, 


lots of time I think of it, she says. 


Now, she says,the white man 


is trying to take our land from us, putting this pipe- 


line in, but I don't wish -- I do not wish that. 

Still till today, she says, I like my land, I like my 
country, I don't want nobody to take it away from me, 
to take it away from us because I still love my land. 


Now what I spoke, I told you 


everything that I could that I was thinking of, so that | 


will be all. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: ’ Could you 
give usS your name first, ma'am? Sorry. 
MRS. MARY MacDONALD, Sworn: 
THE WITNESS: Mary MacDonald. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
THEW Thioo sl never? go" CO 
school in my life and I just learned to talk English 
myself so I never in my life never go to meeting in 
my life. Today I go to meeting, so I don't know 
‘what's meeting went on, but I have still words, I'm 


going to say something. 


I*ve®got 11 kids, they're born 


without a doctor, they're born all in the bush, only 


' 


George and Ruby were born in the hospital, that's. atlas «| 





REN ‘ex riw ort, eyee “au dua eR: ae, pry. 
~sqiq eid oniseng eu moxt bast wo ess of pniyss al 
ded?) dedw ton obi i: ~~ deiw +" nob ens, uk haat s 
yn eAiL I, bast ym ottf, © veyse orle .yebor ithy 1Lbge ’ 
.om mox? ysaws 21 sAeo of \yboden tasw. tnob I ,yxdnvop - 
.bosl ya evol {fize T sevsged ay mor} \yaws Jt ated ot let 
woy blog I ,stogs I gsdw wou toe PRE ul aA om . 
|dedd of .20 potinidt esw I ted? bluoo I asd? paidtyteve » Sit 
| Lie ed Iti i 


voy Anal? :93N0.L22TMMOD ‘HT » Bove r (tat ig bl 
. 6 » » filam, Yorew | cd 

(4012A BeaMTIW) Maree aie “et ae 

voy bluoD ARMOLTS2IMMOD aiT | , » wa i” “tf 


«YI10e Sms'sm ,texri? omen ntioy eb ovie ls 


| pavzowe , GUAMOGosM YAAM, ..27M ns 
| vblaenodosM yrs : CON EIW SIT (vi a4 | ee re , v5 
.voy Aned? ;favOTe2IMMOD SAT «| hl. Sa Ae wy ids 
o2 op seven I :2aanTiw ant | einen he, Capes ies 


deiiprd Aled of bearsel tout T bas etéte ym nt foodoe | ft 
| qk pakssem.6% op teved st2l ym ak xe¥en —- hae 
| wort $*neb Toe .pniteem of op Z| ysbo weket ym 12s 
wT jebrow LLige oved I dud (80 Snow pidaem a! dacw (3 
ful bai Os at bel ni bi = beatae oe | 


— ee? ane 





VIAN 6 


SSW St “REP Or Th WNIG Mei, 
EVR NAMB Y 92) (BatGs 


Mrs, M. MacDonald 


We stay in a tent in the bush, we're trapping. All that 
time my husband is a doctor for me so I got to have my 
children, all are grown up now. So my husband is now 

in the hospital for a while anyway, and not long ago 
came back, he's home now. So my kids they grow up and 
they kill something and I eat something, they help me, 
and the southern people, the white people help me too. 

So I been in Norman Wells how 
many years? We are all inthis country here. My dad 
raised us, Joe Blonden's dad=-- Joe Blonden's this 
picture, -- that's my dad -- my step-dad adopt me since 
I was a year old, my dad died. We're orphans and we | 
grow up, and I got my old man, I got 11 kids. I work 
hard for my kids, I'm pitiful, I try my best for my 
kids and they grow up now, Now they can kill anything 
for me, Sure a hard time with my kids in the house, 
and sure a hard time, I'm 55 year old, my hair just 
grey now. I work too hard sewing. My husband sometime 
go trapping in September like that and in end of February! 
come back; All. winter, all, that. time J-pull wood, I; stay.in)a tent, eS 
some brush, cut wood, I take some snow wash some baby 
diapers. Not long ago the government gave me a 
house, and I got free water, everything. See, I got 
no baby that time. My oldest girl is 33 year old and | 
my last baby girl is 13 year old -- 11 of them. 

I work that hard, we stayed 
across in a shack here, this country here, Norman Wells 
with my dad, Joe Blonden's dad, He found oil and gas. 
ne oe Rate when I was small he adopt me, we stay across. 


about 12 mile from here, we got a camp across the road. | 
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| We raised all my kids up there and all came down here, 


ho 


they blast all the ground like that. My kid went hunt- 
3 ing beaver and they found three weeks they hunt, three 

| beaver they kill. They blast all the ground like that and. 
5] killed all the beaver, rats, the fish, everything. So 
6 there's nothing across now. 

So I don't want anybody, even 
8 oil company, kill everything like that. Pipeline came 
| down maybe it worse, that's what I think about it. I 
10 | never go to meeting in my life, so that's all I'm going | 


eae to say. 


145 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
= very much, ma‘am, 


5) | (WITNESS ASIDE) 


Li RAYMOND YAKELEYA, resumed. 


18} ‘ THE WITNESS: Mr, Berger, 


19} first of all I would like to thank you and members of | 
20 | your party for being in Norman Wells and listening to ~ 
22 the voices of my people. | 
22 | Many words have been spoken 

23 about the pipeline. Much has been said in the Dene 

Pa language and yet again much has been said in English 


25 | semantics, Yet after a million words in many directiong 
‘the people are not simply saying that they are concerned 

or fearful, but rather are hopeful that your efforts on | 
28 part of us are to be trusted and in the final analysis, 
29 benefit the northern people fairly. 


We admit that we are fearful, | 


—— | 
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but to be fearful is not to be without courage. 


We admit that we are distrust- 


ful, but we are not without wisdom in seeking harmony. 


We are Dene people, but we are also Canadians, 


Travel across this great land 
of Canada and you will find material progress beyond the 


dreams of kings. The cities and towns of the provinces 


are filled with the finest architecture, Yet look at 
the native housing in the Northwest Territories. 


The people here are decent and | 
fair-minded but they are demoralized, lacking both con- 


fidence and trust in Ottawa. 


When you are demoralized, then 
in a state of confusion you stop believing in yourself 


as a people and your government as an effective insti- 


tution. 


We will not follow you into a 
$5. treaty, nor shall we attempt to mislead you. We 
will only walk and work side by side as equals. THES. “Ls 
not a humble request, nor an arrogant threat, but Ryne Se 


a realization of what history will describe as the North-| 


erners' contribution to her nation. 


Justice Berger, this land, the 
Dene land that is ours will remain ours. The land will 
be developed in the future. The land shall serve the 
needs of Canada only when her rightful owners have been 
compensated. 
100 years from now history will | 


write of this period. History has cold eyes, and it shall 
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read that the peoples of the Territories realized their 
destiny and with courage and wisdom wrote these pages of 
history to serve the needs of all of Canada. 

We shall do this without creat- 
ing further divisions among peoples by listening to the 
darker impulses that tear at men's souls. 

Give this message to Ottawa, 
The day that a Pope in Rome can draw a line dividing 
the New World between the imperalistic nations of Por- 
tugal and Spain has passed, Also the day that Ottawa 
can divide the natural resources of the north between 
Canadian Arctic Gas and Foothills Pipeline shall not 
even dawn. 

As long as the Dene blood flows 
in this land, this pipeline will be built with only our 
consent, or it will flow red to the south. 

This, 1S not a militant threac. 
This is not a fearful cry of outrage. Today I speak 
alone, I stand alone. Tomorrow my voice will be that 

| 
of the Dene nation -- determined, definite, and defiant, 

What we must have is simple-- 
and it is ours -- that gas and that oil, that's ours. 
as The land settlement of 450,000 square miles. That | 
is our land, and realize it. 

a The pipeline will be built when all environmental | 
concerns are fully protected. The land which has 


sheltered my people for 40,000 years shall not be 


destroyed in 40 years, 


i If the pipeline is built, at least half of the 


production must remain in the economic control of the | 
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1 Dene people. 
2 | Leteme.clarify., Lf you, are 
3 | going+to,build,a pipeline for two billion dollars Ce 
4| will profit $40 billion, don't offer me a cut rate on 
t 
5 | natural gas and don't offer me a few jobs. I want my | 
6 people to have at least half to determine their own | 
7 | destiny socially and economically. 
f 
7 I remind everyone in this room 
9 | this is Dene land. It is not to be bought, it's never | 
10 | given away, it shall never be sold. That just happens 
11 | to be the way it is. 
‘2 I have another statement 
13 which went through my mind as I was having supper to- 
id might, and I» read. it.to.all,the,peoples. here. 
15 I have been sitting here all 
16 | day today listening to attacks on my people. I've seen 
17, arrows fly between winites, I've seen arrows fly between 
18 | the natives, its Joes. nothing, further but, to.divide 
19 | us. Let us not forget that whether you are brown or | 
| | 
20 | whether you are white, our blood is still red. We are | 
21) Dene, and we are proud of it. We are proud of our | 
22 | brown skin, we are proud of our culture, we are dam 
23 | proud of everything we have. 
24 | For so long the Indian people | 
25 have been regarded as outcasts in our own land, and | 
26 | _many times we're made to feel ashamed. We should have | 


aT. been proud instead. For too long the Indian has been 
28 in the dirt. He was thrown down, he was kicked, he was) 
oO always reminded that he was nothing but dirt in white 


30 | society, and that was his place. He's been down so long 
; 
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that he doesn't even know what it is to be on top any 
more. There is a saying that goes: 
“You don't realize how sweet it is to be on 
top jthe mountain when you can look at the sun, 
when you have been down in the valley of dark- 
ness wandering around without any direction. | 
You just can't realize how sweet it is.” 
We, the Dene people, we're 
tired of having people do things for us. We want to | 


decide our own future. Is it so hard for the white 


people to accept the fact that we are not children, 





and we'd like to sometimes do things for our own self? 
We have declared ourselves in Fort Simpson as a Dene 
nation and it came out of the frustration of the govern- 
ment in Ottawa which decided what we wanted and what we | 
did not want, the things that were imposed upon, we had | 
no say. We are frustrated with our government in the 
Northwest Territories because it is a puppet Saarnnene: 
esis talked to many council-_ 


lors so I don't speak like a sail without wind. I know 





what I'm talking about. I read here something from the 
"Edmonton Journal", Monday, July 14, 1975, written by | 
James Wah-Shee, Councillor in Northwest Territories, 
and it says: 
"As a native member of Council I face a serious 
dilemma. I must constantly ask as a respresen- 


tative of native people, 'What right does Terri- 





torial Council have to legislate on matters of 
interest to the original people of the north?' 


Other native councillors have also raised this 





no sd od ek +t doe wort orkinex' shot: sor! 





‘bh ool te SS ai ae mugen Fe fe she 
~JAtebh 2o yeliav end al awob ‘nae dealt hor eee 
,notsoor bb’ yas tuorsiw bavoxs pnitebasw eean ” 
“ak ti toowe wod esifser F' aso sect vox 
ox'ew ,siqosq oned edt oli 
oF tnsw eW an 10% epnids ob siqosq pnhived to bexks 
etidw odd vot byed Ge 41 ef .o1ndu2 nwo x00 ebioeb 
,nerbiido ton sI6 Sw ders tos% 9d tqsdo8 oF eIqosq 
S3lee8 nwo ru0 tot epnidd ob esmisemoe of sail b*ew bas 
aneti 6 @8 noeqmic st10% ni veviesive bezsiosb’ even SW 
enxevop edd to soklsstteuxt ed to tuo emso) si bas noiszen 
sw tjodw bas besasw ew tedw bebioeb doisdw swegtO0 at tnom 
bad 9W noguy bseoqnt eiew tads epaids edt \\tasw ton Bib 
sa ni dnemrevop 290 dtiw betsrtevxt sis eW .ysae on 
-dnauntevop teqagd s et 2k seusdad' eoinosiziet Paewis20u 
«Lionvo> yrsm of bexis? evad t 
wont I .beiw tuoddiw lise 6 oALL Asegqe 3'aob I oa etol 
| sA3. mort paiddemos sien bset I ,suods priated ot jsdw 
vo aésdtiaw (ever bf ylut ,ysbaoM ,“Isatuol modmomba" 


eotrosiaieT teowdtxoM of xOLLEoatioD', setd-rew eamet . 


payeaeti bas 
| avoixee & 9082 I Lionuwod 2o tedmem svitan s eA" 
~deesitqest 6 as xes ylinstenoo seum T print Lf 
| «tyre seob anpit senW" ,sIqoeq svidsn to evites 
| to ersésem no’ otsletpel oF ‘even Liontiod Lsizoy 
—- SSiizzon edd Yo afqooq Lanipixe Sit oF YeexeIAt" | 
abd boedex o8fs eval exolltonvon evigsn selso >” | 





ALLWEST REPORTING L-TO. ZEeo 


nt ve R. Yakeleya 
| 
1 question in one form or another. We are all 
2 | aware of being manipulated by the colonial 
3 arm of the Federal Government which is the 
4 | government of the Northwest Territories. 
5 We cannot pretend it is our government, for 
6 | ieee nots 
a The Council is an institution imposed on us 
| 
8 | without our consent, It ignores our traditions 
0 | and puts in their place rules and procedures 
10 which come from a tradition as different from 
11s ours as the Chinese language is from English. 
Le This not only puts us at a severe disadvantage 
iy but emphasizes the illegitimacy of the Council 
4s as far as the affairs of the native people are 
154 concerned, 
16 The most basic right of any democracy is the 
right to speak one's own language -- to stand 
18 | up and name the world in terms of one's own 
ee; experiences and traditions. By this I do not 
29 mean simply that we have a right to interpreters," | 
21] 85% of our $164 million North- | 
i| 
22 west Territory Government budget goes to Southerners as wages whp 
23] may mean good but they do no good because the eee 
24 | tells them it has no money for projects that benefit 
25 | the Dene people. 
26 | The government is funny. The 


! government has only one subsidy, and it is alcohol. 
28 | That's a known fact. They will not subsidize food nor 
as | clothes, the basic essentials; but rather a poison that 


30 | is killing my people. Can you blame us for being mad 
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when this happens before our own eyes? 

Our councillors have no con- 
trol. The power is. not with the people. No wonder our 
councillors laugh at this government. It is all for 
show, $164 million show that does no good. 

We are trying to do something 
for ourselves,and as a reminder that our place is in 
the dirt we are called militants. How would any white | 
people know what it's like to be an Indian? TO see 


hate in people's eyes when they look at you, to not 


if 





even talk to you. As a matter of fact it got so bad | 
in the Maritimes hundreds of years ago they put bountied 
on Indians. Indians cry, too. | 

We are not fighting for money. 
We are fighting for our lives, for unborn children yet : 
to come, Many contractors look at our land with 
dollar signs in their eyes and the Dene look at it and 
say, "I wonder how it can help my people?" 

How many Dene people have 
businesses? How many Dene people are rich? The idea 
that we can help each other to get out of the dirt 
and stand together as a proud people is our objective. 

The pipeline issue reminds me 
of the Battle of the Little Bighorn. You are in the 
south, we are in the north, our land is in the middle. 
Don't force this on us. Don't cheat us out of our 
land. You see, this is all we've got. 

Do you want that money so bad 
that it will be stained with Dene blood? We have 


spoken and we have laid, down our cards. The next move | 
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} is up to the government. Our backs are turned to the 


corners. This is our last stand, 


ine) 








3 | ' I ask each and every one of 

4 you in this room what would you do if you were in our 

5 | shoes? How would you feel if you had these condi- | 

6 | tions on you? I ask you one more time, let us negotia- 

7 | te, there's still time, but don't force us because 

3 | this time we have nothing to lose. When I ask for the 

| lives of my people, am I asking you for too much? | 
10 | I again remind everyone that 
1 you are on Dene land and you've been treated fairly | 
IDF and with respect. My only request is that you return 
ee the same courtesy. | 
vail Mr. Berger, I look at you when 
1s) you're over there and I am here, we look at each other 
16. eyeball to eyeball, you are aman and I am aman, Your 
rae skin is white and mine is brown, but I think we talk as 
13! equals today. Thank you. 
19 | | 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
21 | very much, Could we have your written statement, sir, 
32 | to mark it as an exhibit? | 
23 (SUBMISSION OF RAYMOND YAKELEYA MARKED EXHIBIT | 
244] C-170) 

25. (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
27 | RICHARD SINOTTE , sworn: | 
od THE WITNESS: Mr. Justice | 
29 | Ca eae ladies and gentlemen, my name is Rick Sinotte, | 


30 | and I am involved in the aviation business in both eae 


| 
{ 
| 
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Wells and Inuvik. I have lived in Norman Wells for the 
past four years and have spent a total of 26 of my 33 
years in Northern Canada; the other seven being spent 
On various assignments with the Canadian Armed Forces. 

I was born in Northern Alberta. 
and moved to a small town in Northern Saskatchewan at 
the age of two. My father was then, am is today, a 
trapper and a fisherman. Our family, which consisted 
of 9 children, was supported totally through the revenues 
derived from trapping and fishing. Needless to say, re 
existence was meagre. 

Between the ages of 5 and 15 
I trapped and fished with my father in the Churchill 
River country of Northern Saskatchewan, We would leave 
for the trapline after freeze-up, which normally occur- 
red around the middle of September, and remain there 
until about the 20th of December, when we would come 
out and join the rest of the family for Christmas. The 
90 miles to and from the trapline was frequently covered 
with dog team or by canoe, depending on the season, 

I would attend school from early January to the middle 
of March, when we would again return to the trapline for 
the spring hunt. 

During the 5-6 months of the 


year my father and I were on the trapline, the rest of 


‘the family was supported by the Hudson Bay Company, 


to whom we sold our furs -- and sometimes our souls. 
I could go on to relate the hardships incurred in the 
day-to-day existence on the trapline. However, I prefer 


not «to .re-live sthoseexperiences). 
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When I hear talk of people in 
the Northwest Territories wanting to return to the land 
I tend to wonder whether they themselves have experienced 
life under these conditions. 


Getting down to the purpose of | 


| 
/ 


this Inquiry, I do not accept the premise that these 
hearings relate to the pipeline, except only in an 
incidental manner. I would suggest, rather, that they | 
represent a Stage for a handful of educated caaepmaaee | 
who are looking for a cause. The Indian land settlement 
question appears to be the cause which these so-called | 
advisors have adopted, The Indian people of the North4 
west Territories appar to be the puppets on this Senge. 
I would further suggest that the Indian people take a 
long, hard look at the advice they are receiving from 
these so-called advisors. 

The people in Southern Canada 
have supported the people of the Northwest Territories 
for a good many years, They have given us our schools, 
our medical services, our social services, and a few 
bucks on the side. What the vocal majority in the 
Northwest Territories, not unlike that infamous Calgar-| 
ian, are now saying in effect, is "Let the southern | 
bastards freeze in the dark." 


I suggest that a policy of 


‘ good neighborliness rather than one of confrontation 


would be more beneficial to the people of the Northwest 

Territories over the long term. | 
Needless to say, I am fully | 

in favor of a gas pipdine down the Mackenzie corridor. 


I fail to see how a line approximately 100 feet wide 
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1 down this well-used corridor can destroy a way of 

21 life. If the culture in question is that fragile, I 

3 | suggest that it is,only a matter of time before it is | 
4 | destroyed at any rate, Certainly, the number of peo- | 
>| ple involved during the construction phase will be | 
6 | enormous, They are bound to have some effect on the 

7| communities with which they come in contact. I would 
3 recommend to Mr. Rowe and to Mr. Blair that they commende 
9 | consultations immediately with the affected communities 
Lo | in order to minimize the impact that these extra people 
11 will generate on the communities in question. 

12 || I would at this time like to | 
13} put some questions to Mr. Rowe and Mr. Blair relating : 
14, to some of the policies which thev propose to employ | 
15 | during and after the construction phase: : 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 

17 | go ahead. 

18 | . MR. SINOTTE: Mr. Blair, can you briefly 
19 | describe the policy of your company, Foothills Pipeline, 
20 | as related to the hiring of individuals for this project? 
Di | MR, BLAIR: My, Berger, per- | 
22 | haps I might summarize the policy and then if it's | 
23 | desired, Mr. Burrell could give more particulars of | 
24 | the way it's being implemented. | 
25 | In summary, we felt since we | 
26 | - first realized in 1970 that such a project would occur | 
27 | in the 1970's, that it would be very important to have : 
23 | local people, people thoroughly sensitive to and | 
s] Saeed in favor of the local people and their style of | 
30 | life in positions of responsibility as inspectors, and 
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as operators. We felt also that those people could 
not really be made able to be -- to take such a respon- 
sibility in a short time, that if we waited until close to 
the time of construction we would have token northerners 
in those positions and that just as it takes us for our) 
own purposes, five or four years to really train a person 
to be a thoroughly responsible operating supervisor or 
inspector, the same rules should be applied here. So 
since 1970 we have had in training a number of people 
from the north, toward the ultimate goal that in both 
inspection of construction, which we thought was vital- 
ly important, and in the operating -- supervision of 
the operating organizations we would have northerners 
in strong positions. 

Generally we have been pleased 
with the performance of that policy. We have people 
now in our permanent employ in Alberta who are already 
acting as instructors to the next generation of train- 
ees. So in summary, that has been our policy and ie 
described briefly its implementations so far, as I Say ' 


| 
John Burrell could add much more if you wish more | 


detail. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want 


to hear from Mr. Burrell as well? 


MRIeSINOMIE= dont think thet s 


necessary, Mr. Berger. I would, however, like a 


comment from Mr. Rowe. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. 
Rowe, let's not forget you. 


MR. ROWE: In the direct 
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1 employment to which Mr. Blair just spoke, of course, 


Arctic Gas is a participant as well, and there's five 





3 | other, I believe it is, companies, some of the producing 

4 | oil. companies -- Shell, Gulf, Imperial, the transmission 

S| companies, Alberta Gas Trunkline, Trans-Canada Pipeline, 
| 


6 || and Westcoast Transmission. 

| In the overall employment of 
| northerners which would, I suppose, include the service | 
| industries which are available in the north, for example 


| 
the hotels, the various construction industries and so 





LLy on which are beingSet up and being operated currently and 


may: be. set up; it ips tthe ypolicyrof ArcticiGasmtonatully 


13 | support those and encourage them in whichever manner we 
14, can. We have been working with the Territorial Govern-_ 
15 | ment in Yellowknife trying to decide how best to foster 


local industries to support the pipeline, and what sorts 

17 | of opportunities would be made available, that could 

18 | be done locally. 

19 | inte the policy of employing 
1 

20 | directly on the construction and operation phase of the. 
| pipeline of northerners is an obvious one which we neue 

support as well, Obviously the people who live in the 

oa north are the people who would best be suited to main- 

4 | taining their position here, and working for the pipeline 

25 | if they so desire. It seems rather foolish to bring | 

26 * people in from the south on a rotational basis when | 

27 | there will be northerners, hopefully, who would enjoy 

28) the positions of employment which might be offered. 

29 | THE COMMISSIONER: Now you're 


30 | talkingyabout, iasaMr m-Blaixr was: -- I think both gentlemen 
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were talking about the operation of the pipeline itself. 


tye wegnt in Chat, am Diet ak 


~ 


MR. ROWE: I was speaking both 


~- in both phases, the operation and con> 





‘ruction as 
well. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Constrtxtion | 
and operation? 
MR. ROWE: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You were eee 
wereyou, Mr. Blair? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes, Mr. Berger, 
and particularly in the construction phase, emphasizing | 
the inspection of construction. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh yes. 

MR, BLAIR: Which seemed to us 
to be particularly relevant, the inspection of the 
meeting environmental standards, cleanup and that sort 
of responsibility. 

ria COMMISSIONER: Yes, forgive | 
me, I wasn't listening as closely as I should have been, 

MR. ROWE: There also is a 
committee involved which is kind of an inter-departmen- | 
tal committee between the Territorial, the Federal | 
Government,and the industries involved in the north | 
which is also looking into the possibilities of cnacure! 
aging local industry to help participate in the pipeline 

MR. SINOL[TE?® How, Mrs Blair, Zf you | 
would, do you propose to involve the Norman Wells | 
business men in the project, both the construction 


phase and the later maintenance of it? Briefly, if | 
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you will. 
MR. “BUATR:. Mr, Berger, our 


plans in this regard, largely through John Burrell's 


initiative,have the complete support of the directors 


and the management of Foothills and I am completely with | 


them, but I think they would probably be better des- 
eribed by John. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right. | 
MR. BURRELL: We recognize 
that the pipeline itself can operate ~-- can offer 
employment for the people, but perhaps not all the 


people want to be employed by the pipeline. Perhaps 


they want to be in business for themselves and we recog- 
nize that and as a matter of fact we have -- as Mr. 
Blair mentioned -- we have just recently got approval 


from our Board to set up what we have called the veverbri! 
zie Pipeline Business Opportunities Board, and the 
basic objective of this Board will be to assist the 
involvement of northern residents in business opportuni+ 
ties created by the pipeline and the associated activi- 
ties , and to ensure that the residents of the north | 
have an opportunity to participate in the benefits from 
these business opportunities. | 
Now, aS we envision this is 
that this Board would be set up and comprised of -- on 
an autonomous basis -- of five to seven members which 
are made up of northern business men, people that are 


experienced in northern business activities, know what 


the problems are, know what is required for people to 


get involved and maximize their opportunities, or 
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1| Maximize their ability to take advantage of the 
2| opportunity that the pipeline offers, 
3 | a Now this is just -- we have | 
" just recently got approvalfo do this and we're now in | 
5 | the process of finding people that will fill this | 
6 | category. We think it's extremely important that the | 
7 | people not only have the opportunity to have employment | 
7 with the pipeline, but also have an opportunity to take | 
2 advantage of the business opportunities which the | 
10 | pipeline offers, We think what we're doing here is | 
12] an important step forward. | 
12 | MR. SINOTTE: Mr, Rowe? | 
13] MR. ROWE: During the last | 
14 | couple of years Arctic Gas has been meeting with 
i5 | various Chambers of Commerce throughout the north and 
16. discussing with them the pipeline and any of the peri- 
17 | pheral activities in which local businesses might | 
18 | become involved, They have also commissoned two or | 
19 | three studies to be done on the economy of the north | 
20 | as it stands now, and extrapolating through till the | 
21| day when the pipeline might be built and in service. | 
22 | These reports are available | 
i| | 
23 and they list by community the types of activities | 
24 | which each community might become involved in, or where’ 
25 | there may be opportunities for people in the communities 
26 | : Just by way of reference, I | 
27 | have the one sheet in front of me on Norman Wells, which 





lists some of the economic activities which either are | 


existing now and may exist in the future, and just for 





30 | reference I could list a few of the typical types of | 
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opportunities which Arctic Gas sees that local businesses 
might become involved in. 

Contracting in trades, truck- | 
ing. long distance, local freight-hauling, car-truck | 
rental, taxi-bus service, car service garage, water 
transport, airline, air charter, telecommunication, 
fuel supplier, wholesale warehousing, hardware supplier, 
store co-op, retail outlets, laundry-dry cleaners, 
barber-beauty salon and so on, and there have been 
comprehensive lists like this prepared for each settle- 
ment in the north with an estimate of the requirements 
up until 1985, 

We also envisage providing 
much the same as Mr. Burell mentioned, an Advisory 
Service for local business men where they can consult 
with or ask questions of people who have been success- 
ful in business and get advice on how they: might proceed 
regarding the establishment or operating of their own 


business, 


MR. SINOTTE: | 
Q One more question, Mr. 
Rowe. Is Imperial Oil a participant in your consortiumP 


MR. ROWE: Yes, they are. 


Q In that case, does Imperial 
Oil's present policy in Norman Wells of self-sufficiency | 
reflect the policy of Canadian Arctic Gas? | 

MR. ROWE: No, it does not. | 
Arctic Gas is quite the contrary, it’s to encourage 


local industry and businesses and to use them to the 


greatest extent possible, 


Q I see. What percentage — 
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of Canadian Arctic Gas does Imperial Oil hold? 

MR. ROWE: All the sponsors 
are equal in Canadian Arctic Gas, and the number of 
changes from day to day, I think it's in the order of 
18 now, there is a rather complicated voting procedure 
that they use but I think in general terms you could 
say that Imperial is roughly 1/18th of the membership 


of Arctic Gas. 


QO I see. Mr. Blair, on the, 


question that I put before about the use of Norman 
Wells businesses, I'm not sure that I got the kind of 
answer that was quite straightforward enough on that 
one. I wonder -- again, I notice that in your 


travels and your studies through the country during the 


past while you have employed a helicopter company that's 


based in Calgary, and not used the services of the 
local helicopter companies in Norman Wells. I wonder 
about that, I wonder if that is a sort of an insmt 
into the way Foothills Bi penne is going to be operat- 
ing during the construction and latter phases of the 


project? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Use Mr. Rowe's 


mike, LE you like, Mr veBlair, 

MR. BLAIR: No, "it ssitnoe: 
I hope you don't take it that way. At this stage 
Foothills is an applicant company with a small full- 
time staff advancing an application for a certificate 
to build a pipeline, and hasn't really got to a stage 
selnee Geng all of its operating policies. As a prac- 


tical matter that hasn't occurred yet, and I suppose 
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. You have an instance in which it was not, but that 


that if one were trying to read what the operating 
policies would be, the right way to do it would be by 
looking behind Foothills to the two operating companies 
that are backing it, to Alberta Gas Trunkline and 
Westcoast, and each of them -- I'll say very directly 
for Alberta Gas Trunkline, and as far as I know these 
things all apply to Westcoast, too -- each carefully 
follows a policy of distributing contracts and service 
and buying purchases among the qualified distributors 


in its area with Canadian preference -- I mean with 


preference to Canadian-owned and Canadian-based companies. 


In Alberta with a degree of preference to Alberta-based 
Organizations, and with certainly a very deliberate 
practice of distributing the business among the companies 
which are established locally and which we would like 
to keep in business, partly out of a sense of sort of 
regional loyalty, partly because people that are owned 
and operated locally are likely to be more reliable, 
more loyal to meeting our needs when they come up, and 
I think that that would be the policy, as far as I'm 
concerned, the policy predictable for Foothills. 

I know that to a degree it 
has already been practiced for Foothills, a number of 
contracts have been let in the Northwest Territories | 


geliberately. It may or may not have been perfect. 


should not be thought of as a symptom of any long-range 
policy of the company. As a matter of fact, the recommen- 
dations that we've had from John Burrell and John Elwood 


on the staffing and headquartering and business arranger 


Beis. 
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ments for Foothills have been solidly in the direction 
of decentralizing and putting the operating decisions 
into the Northwest Territories, and that would be con- 
Sistent with placing the business in the Northwest 
Territories, too. 

QO L see, so I'm.to under— 
stand goat ,Ghis 1s sort of a4 temporary thing and 2t's 
not a reflection of the policies which Foothills will 
in fact employ? 

MR, BLAIR: Well, both temporary 
and the case you have mentioned is perhaps an isolated 
-- well, perhaps not a unlque case, there may have been 
Other ,cases of that sort but it certainly isn't .typical 
of the way that we've operated here. 

QO Thanks. My reason for 
asking these questions of both you gentlemen was because 
of the policies of the various operations involved in 
both your organizations.  »& think along wath most other 
people in this area, we have all seen it happen before 
and it starts out very suddenly and we want to parti- 
Cipate and necessarily we become a little bit concerned 
when we look at the past history in the case of Foot- 
hills, not a great deal to look .at forme because .I'm 
not familiar with the companies involved, but certainly 
in the aviation industry.,. Gulf,,.Shell, Imperial, they 
do have all their own airplanes and they do look after 
them, all, and we, I think, rather suspect that this will 
continue and we are apprehensive about it. 

| MR. BLAIR: I think really I've | 


understated a bit our proper response to you. I think 
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| in its own area, also it may up here appear to be a 
good-sized company, even a large company, Alberta Gas 
Trunkline is very much a regional company and very Be eee 
! concerned with the establishing of a stronger position for 
locally based companies. In other forums we're thought | 
of as a small and scrappy company pushing the Alberta 
Case for all that Dts worth, ands l think that’ the 
basic sympathy of decentralizing of loyalty to the 
local organizations.is very strong in, Alberta. Gas Trunk j 
relatively very strong, and that would be reflected in | 
the way that Foothills is operated also. 

Q You're speaking of porte 
ties to the Northwest Territories rather than Alberta? 

MR. BLAIR: In the case of 
Foothills, yes, very much so, 

QO Are you serious about 
buitdingran~pipeline,.Mr.. Blair? 

NG Som sp ry Ra Se Yes, we are, 
very serious. 

QO Very good. Thank you 


iH very.much,,. Mz... Berger. 





| THE COMMISSONER: Mis ae eat 
before you depart, could we have your statement and 
would you mind letting me ask you one or two questions, | 
if you don't mind? .Are you looking, for. .an ashtray? | 
A Yes 
(SUBMISSION BY RICHARD SINOTTE MARKED EXHIBIT 
C=1,7.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: You mentioned 
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i the Imperial Oil policy of self-sufficiency. Were you | 

2 speaking of Imperial Oil here in Norman Wells, the 

3 | refinery operation? 

4 A Yes indeed, yes. 

2 Q Well, would you like to 

6 | enlighten me a little bit about that? 

i A Well -- 

8 Q Does it apply in fields 

9 besides the use of aircraft? I thought when you talked 
10 | about aircraft you were talking about Imperial in the 
1l| delta. 

12 A Yes, I was when I got int 
-4 the Gulf, Shell, Imperial thing I was speaking specifi- 
14 7 cally about the delta, although Imperial do operate 

15 | large aircraft in and out of Norman Wells. | 
16 | What I wanted to get at with this 
17 | self-sufficiency thing was the fact that Imperial Oil 

18 do operate a refinery in oe tee Wells. They also operat 
Lg the local fuel distribution thing. In other words, they 
20 deliver all the diesel fuel, the heating oil; they 

Ja} Bperate the fuel concession at the airport, they opera- 
22] te the fuel concession at the lake, they have their own 
23} ‘fork lifts, they load and unload their own airplanes, 

24 | this is the sort of self-sufficiency that I'm talking 

25 | about. They have their own store. They are a totally 
26 | * self-sufficient part of the community and I am very 

ai | concerned that this not be the policy in the case of 

28 | Canadian Arctic Gas, with whom Imperial Oil is affilia 





‘ THE COMMISSIONER: 
29 ted or associated. /i think I should say that I made 


30 | a grant of money last year to the -- not I but the 
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Inquiry -- a grant of money to the Northwest Territories 
Chamber of Commerce last year to enable them to carry 
out an inventory of capacity and potential capacity of 
local business men and contractors throughout the 
valley with a view to making representations to me, to 
the Inquiry, sometime I think this fall, about the ways. 
in which local business men could participate in the 
work that would inevitably be generated if a pipeline 
were to be built and maintained. I expect that they 
will in due course be making representations to me 
about the very issues you've raised, but I appreciate 
your raising them here in the loca] context. It makes 
it easier to understand them, and I mention that be- 
cause it means that the Chamber of Commerce in the 
Northwest Territories can do its own study and make 
representations on its own without being dependent on 
the studies that Foothills and Arctic Gas carry out 
which estimable although those organizations may be, 
at hasn't escaped our notice that they have a particular 
point of view in this matter. | 

So thank you. I just wanted 
to ask you about the local policy. 

MR. SINOTTE: Thank you, Mr. Berger. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, could 
you put that microphone on? | | 

MR. ROSS: This is my wife, 
Mrs. Jeanette Ross, the sister of Eva Koren who 
spoke previously. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
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Mrs. J. Ross 


MRS. JEANETTE ROSS, sworn: 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, 
Mrs. Ross, 

MRS. ROSS: When I was a child, before 
I went to school I knew that in my life I didn't want 
to be a drunkard,I didn't want to be a whore, and I 
certainly didn't want to collect welfare; and neither 
did I want to be a trapper's wife. 

I knew that there had to be 
something more tolife than that. I haven't reached 
what I want in life, nor am I sure what I want in | 
life. Bucehe thank fvetqot*partvot its | 

I went to a government hostel | 
when I was six years of age in order to attend school, 
starting from kindergarten on to Grade 12. By the time 
I completed my High School it didn't even feel like I 
had an education. Why? I think the reason was being 
away from home and being away from the people whom I 
needed. I needed their affection and I needed their 
strength, and I don't think I ever got it from them, 
But I'll never send my children to a hostel, no, never. | 
If it has to be education or no education, then there | 
will be no education for my children, for I believe | 
there are more important things than education. | 

Through all the hard times that 
I went through I don't -- I am not against the white 
people, nor am I against my own people. I am glad 1 
went through all those years of school because at least 
dow I can read ina@emrité and at least I can understand | 


my children better; and I am also aware that I ama lot 
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stronger inside of myself because I don't feel and I 
don't think that many of you can have had 13 years in 
avhostel, But. i can't help being angry, angry with my 
Own people when they say the government didn't do them 
anything. They raised me and they raised a hundred of 
natives and Eskimos nd white children. They educated 
and they fed me and clothed me, and even entertained me 
and disciplined me, for ten months of the year. 

Some of yourselves even get 
welfare, unemployment, and Workmen's Compensation when | 
you need it, andlow-cost housing is available, and all 
the many things; and the Indians and Metis Association 
even get money now to work on this Berger Inquiry, 
and they might even get money for their land settle- 
ments. How can you even say the government doesn't 
help you? No, lildont think that's fair Of .vyou to 
even run down the white man because if it wasn't for 
them, a lot of you wouldn't be educated, and a lot of 
you wouldn't even think to argue against the pipeline. | 
You would be like your ancestors, but I don't think 
your ancestors were as dumb as you think they are when 
they signed the treaty, I don't think they were dumb or 
unintelligent. I think there was merely a communication 
problem and a few aggressive people. 

I don't have a language other 
than English. Why is that? I would love to have a 
language and I'm sure my family, my brothers and sisters 
would love to have a language. I'd like my kids to have 


a language. What can I teach them? Now because I don't 


have my native language when I talk to my native people. 
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Mrs. J. ROSS 


they think I'm proud because I don't understand or 
speak . the native language, and because I have an 
education, 

I think you're quite wrong 
about me, however, because though I may not be able to 
speak the native language, how many of you young people 
or even some older people know how to tan a moose hide? 
How many of you ever had to work on a rotten moose Wide | 
because they're easier to work with? How many of you 
try to tan furs or go trapping? Or even how to set 
a trap, or even think about knowing how to set a trap, 
or even make an attempt to? How many of you go pick | 
berries for the winter? How many of you even do sewing 
for your family? I do, and I enjoy it very much, and 
I'm so happy when I see people doing things like that. 
At least Ian thank my mother for that. 

And yet you Say you want to 
go back to the-land? I find it hard to believe. Even 
when you ask people now where they want to spend their | 
holiday, they go down south, but they don't go back to 
the land. So how can you younger people live off the | 
land when a lot of the older people refuse it? You 
haven't even been taught how to live off the land, so 
why don't you be honest with yourselves and with the | 
others that maybe some of you would rather not live 
off the land as you say but trap and hunt, fish tempor- 
arily, as most of you are doing now. I was never 
taught about the bush, to live off the bush, so I 
eStats want todive the old way. I'd die. 


Why don't you ask a lot of 
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1 your neighbors when was the last time they spent a long | 
é| period of time in the bush, coming only to the settle- | 
3 ments for goods? ,Not very many, I don't think, because | 
4 I think a lot of us like the easier way -- the easier | 
> | life, and I don't blame you for that either. 
6 | As for the pipeline, I'm epee 
7 | of people telling me they are anti-pipeline, and not | 
| giving me any reason why they are anti-pipeline, and | 
a insist that I should be so likewise. Well, I'm not 
10 against the pipeline. I personally haven't been well- 
12 | informed as to why I should be against it, and I'm not 
L205 pro-pipeline because I'm not informed on it as well. 
13 | But I think I would be for it, if somebody would just 
Il. 
14 | inform me a little more, because I think it's time for | 
1s | a change, and please dort sing the same old tune, | 
16 "What about our culture?" What culture? We don't 
17 | have much of a culture left, do we? In all my life in | 
a school I've never been told tales of our ancestors. 
a Surely if the kids I Gancnes school with were told 
20 tales of the past, I would have heard at least one in 
od all the 13 years I'd been there, 











22 | Surely our ancestors had 
23 ceremonies and symbols for certain things. If they 
o had, I sure don't see them. I certainly don't call the 
25 | Drum Dance of today a thing of the past, especially if the 
26] - people who have to perform have to have their little 
27 | nip of booze before they do it. What an insult to our 
28 | ancestors, I wonder what they'd think about it? I'm 
25 | sure they're not happy. 
30 | ~ Yes sir, I've been pressured 
| 
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into saying I'm anti-pipeline, so is the rest of the 

Metis people around here, probably; and I often wonder. 

if probably the other settlements' leaders do the same, 
That's all I have to say. 


Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Ross, 
(SUBMISSION BY MRS. JEANETTE ROSS MARKED 


EXHIBIT C=-172) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, is there 


anyone else who would like to speak? Yes sir. 


FLOYD ABLEN, Sworn: 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, 
ladies and gentlemen, what I have to say is very brief, 
and like 99% of the other people that are here today I 
Wrote Jit. 

The people in the Northwest 
Herr tories), haves (beeny—— | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can we ores 
your name, sir? 


A Floyd Ablen. 





The people in the Northwest | 


Territories have been studied, buried, dug up, re- | 


| 


studied, researched and enquired upon since I came here 


12 years ago, and I can say with some authority that : 


they're sickwoftudt, We have now -- are being led to 





believe that we are calling the shot for this pipeline. 


‘ 





| ant ‘ae ge von Vapi, ee 
‘ it - i 
voy Ansitt. Laaworaeio9, mm ac aan 7. pre r 
yu. Gye OR we Behe t. 
GHxA6M BOA ATTAMATL . Bam va wotparmava). th 

i 


veo) PSEA Pra TAREE oy 
(aa 18a eeaurrm) 


ie Ape? Le 
. 


v4 ors ai Lisw .savor@2IMoD aut 


yy Cg Te . Hi 
,1kk ROY ‘Sasege o3 ails bigow onw gala onoyns 
: Lim j "6 1 ia | e > 
imriowm , AIGA OYOL a 
een eee te rt 
,epted .1M +: e@envTiIw, SH? | sé . ai 
,teiad yrev ef yse of sved I sedw ,nemelinep bas asibsl § | =; 
I ys5od sted ots 36rd. olgosg terjo odd to #€ BALL bas ey 
: } 
ei. 2201W c! 
: : "7 
Jeowds1oK eff, mi slqosq ext tet, aT FOE 
| | -- feed sevsd #eitoti11eT | '¢ 
| over gw ns :MSMOrZ2IMMOD ANT ; ee 
. | 5 ; (  Txte | y oma Woy 
-Meldé , byolt Fiisira a »' Aad “je 
a) 


Jzewds10K od,.ak. olgoeg O82), » peli’ iWe ’ 
~93 qu pub yhetrud ,beibute nebd ved esixosinze? 

foe omso I eonte noqu bexiupne. bas besoisszex ybolbuse 

| derid, ytizodtus emoz d3iw uainnah: rik CORR Manso EK 

| ot fel pnted.exs -- wom oved ow i Ro dote ex*yedt 

paneeedon siehibed een meaieniion 8 9m dsrld ovoliod 

| | | 








fh 


ho 
—) 


bo 
—) 


bP REP GR TUNG terOr 
URAABY 2, Bec: 


21987 | 
i Gels adeke | 
I would like the people to think again about that, 
Consider this, although probably not exact, the 
population in the Northwest Territories compares or 
is in the neighborhood of that of the City of Lethbridge. 
It will be a cold day in December when that few people | 
will have very much to say on a project of the dimen- | 
sions we are discussing here today. It will also be 
on that cold day in December when the furnaces down 
south go out and the pipeline will be built. I would | 


hope that the Federal Government of Canada is listening, 


| 


and not using this Inquiry as a super-sized pacifier 
for the people of the Northwest Territories. 


Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Miss Hutch- 
inson is running you to earth to get your statement. 
Thank you. That will be marked as an exhibit. 

(SUBMISSION BY FLOYD ABLEN MARKED EXHIBIT C-173) 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, is 





there anyone else who wishes to speak? Yes sir. 


EMILE DELBROUCKE, sworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is 
Emile Delbroucke. I just came down here in 1945. I 


went down to Inuvik, worked there, also I did 


trapping, and we decided to come to Norman Wells. 
So we came down here and found 


a job. After that we started thinking to build a house. After 


we started to build the house then one of the councillors 


| 
} 
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Said we cannot build a house on Crown land, or it will be 
pushed by the bulldozer. So Ihad to figure out instead of 


me),7.the natives build: part of the house, and then I 


moved in. So that's what I did, and try and get 
me out of there. I told them lots of lead would be 
flying before it gets me, so I just did that. They 
didn't bother me after that, and now I ama native, 
I been treated really good with the natives and pal 
with them, everything. 

So we understand the pipeline | 
is going to come in. We have two points we'd like to 


require. 


is That 15 miles north about 35, 30 to 35 miles 
south, 800 men on each side. Now we just wondering 
how this town is going to look like when those men eine 
in on their days off and raise hell to Norman Wells. : 
We have not very much of a Police Force in here because 
all the councillors quit because they can't get the 
law to run here, so we haa to make our own laws to 
co-operate, so all those men come in to Norman Wells, 
drinking, students gets pregnant, what are we supposed 


to do? Ahead or behind, | 





Now we have-- I listen all the 
Stories that's going on andvivfind/vout aman as sick | 
and in the hospital, can't get the welfare. Any other | 
ones go to the welfare, tell them to get out. That's 
what we don't like on this point of view. ! 

I hope we don't ever see a 
Shas ite whatsoever because it is our land, it's native 


land abThat’s cabY; 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

sders 1%, | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, is 
there anyone else? | 
MR. CARTER: Mr. Rowe has some- 
thing, i fthates ald. night? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 

MR. ROWE: Sir, listening 
to Mr. Delbroucke's speech there I think I may have 
left a misunderstanding in my previous description of | 
the location of the construction camp, There would in- 
deed be two construction camps in the vicinity of 
Norman Wells, butAhey would not be occupied simultane-_ 
ously by the crews. There would be a crew at work 
during one period of time in the one camp. about 20 
miles north of.Norman Wells, and then they would pro- 


ceed to the other camp which is roughly 25 miles 


south of Norman Wells, and work the remainder of the 


construction year there. So there wouldn't be two 


800-men camps on either side of the town. 


,COLINSROSS,, resumed, 


THE WOCNESS.: «lc'.d.. just jake | 
to follow up what Emile Delbroucke said a little bit | 
more closely, and ask Mr. Rowe what policies there will 
be in regards to how far the construction workers will | 


be able to move away from the camp, whether they will 


be able to charter aircraft into town, whether they 






rn wr eats 
| Pe ; ‘4 wei tw 


| . mF 7 
| Te ae. ea he me pl om i el 


je 

uy \UGIORRA: aeawriH) ny a aol ona ee U4 

ai baie :AAMOTBSIMMOD, ue binge M Bs * i Zz. \ r 
~emoe 288 SwOr .IM tHATAAD .AM yy 9) fol) om en E ve mab ts t 
| Stdpis tte e'teds 2k yeaa |e 

.28Y sASWOT@RIMMOD gHT i alive: * naar dey’ govnokty 4 6 
pnlasdeil ,22@- :aWOR AM | wt 
ever yam I timid? I onde noesqe a'sdovordied .aM of — | fr 


. to. nolsqiioesh evoivetq ym al paibasterebaueim 5s stef | ede 


“ni bivow eteiT .qmao nolsousdanos, ed) 20 moltsool end 8S 
to yvintoiv ef3 at egmso nolsourtanop, ows od beob. . hf 
-om3igmia beiquone ad ton bluow yeritud .ellsw mSmMton - ed 
%tow 26 wero # ed bivow ezedT ewer leds: yd ylevo af 

DS juods gmso eno edt ai omit to bokteq eno prixub | op 

~o1ta bliow yord nods bas ,2allow namxoN.20 dstxom eolim et 
eolim 2S yidpuor ef rloddw qmss. serto elt o¢ bees of 

| eft 10 “ebrismox ert duow bas ,elleW nssrtoK Io Asuvoe CS 
ows sd J'nblvow steds 92 .eredt xzs9y nottouxszenos jus 

| -dwot oft to ebie todtie no eqmso noeme008 mes 
Ya | £¢ 

Dome 4 BBOR MEIOMe os ohiiy Wh nelgmmeed VRE 

SHAS, daut bE) eRORMNEM ARB iy (coding ae Bie 8h 


tid oli til.» bine sxouerdisa: olimg tadw ga wollot ot + | ag 
LLiw stent esinitog teqw wom. aM aes bas, ,ylexolo etom, |r 
| LLiw etediow soijourtenoo. od x62 wor oF ebtspex mi ed 


| iLiw yess tentedw. .quso edt mor. ‘yews vom od ‘sdtiintin : | 
| vars ee «stmt vet nasal cc 
7 | ,4 a 1 i : j a i . rei 





2201 


C.. -KOss 


will be able to possess rifles, and whether they 
will be able to invite men or women from town and 
outlying settlements to the camp itself, and so on? 

MR. ROWE: If it is the desire — 
of the community involved, it's the policy of Arctic 
Gas that the construction workers will be confined to 
the area of the camp. They will not be allowed to come 
into the village unless they happen to be on business, 
company business where they would have authorization 
to come into the village. There would only be one 
rifle allotted to each construction camp, and that 
would be controlled by the superintendent or the man 
in charge of the camp, strictly for emergency use only. 

The local residents of the 
town would not be encouraged to come to the camp. I'm 
not just sure exactly how that could be prevented, but 
it certainly would be the intent of Arctic Gas to try 
and minimize that situation, whichever way they could, 
working with the local law authorities or through 
whatever means possible. 

MR. ROSS: Yes, I think everybody 
will be happy if it works like that, and I'm just 
wondering whether Foothills will have a similar policy? 

MR. BURRELL: DT ithink vas 
I mentioned probably earlier today is that our camps 
will be self-contained and there will be no need for 
the people at all to come into town , nor will there 
be -- they will be encouraged to remain in the camp 
and the only reason that anybody would come into town 


would be to come into town on company business. Now 
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as far as firearms are concerned, much as Mr. Rowe said, 
we would -- firearms would be prohibited except that 
the security man at the camp would have firearms, but 
he would be the only one that would have it. 

MR. ROSS That's good enough, Thanks 
very much, | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


WHIT FRASER, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, 

I guess you know me by this time, but in case anybody 
else Here doesn tet. li adentityemyseif., “i'm Whit 
Fraser, 1 work for C.B.C. News, I'm the program 
co-ordinator for the Berger Pipeline Coverage that you 
hear every evening that the Inquiry is on, 

af know Lim GOing C0. baw criti. 
Gizéa. for what<I‘*m going to say,. I know my position, 2 
know I'm to be ‘objective, I try to be at all times, I 
believe I am; but what I an going to say tonight is 
what I feel. Suddenly I'm very thankful for that 
decision you made back in Aklavik when you said that 
people who live in this country should have a right to 
say what they feel about a pipeline. 

Well, I want to tell you right, 
now that I don't want the pipeline, and I don't want it! 
because the Indians don't want it. Laeaonst ai ail td. 
for some of the reasons I'm going to. try and outline. 

I will say, however, that I 
am beginning, just beginning to understand what some of 


these Indian people are trying to tell you, and I 
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W. Fraser 





didn't get off the last plane either. I was here for 
a little while, a few shifts in this country; but it's 
only this year that I'm beginning to see a few things 
a little bit differently. I hear people say -- I hear 
Indian people say that it's pretty tough to be an 
Indian in this country. Now I don't know about that, 
because I'm not an Indian. So I have to take their 


word for it, and I accept that. 





I look around me and I see 
proof, almost everywhere I look I see the same proof, 
It must be tough to be an Indian because it's getting 


tough to be a white man up here, 


When every coffee shop, beer 
parlor, on the street, picking up the mail or going to 
the laundry, it's the same old story, what people are | 
telling me really in effect is that the Indians don't 
deserve their iand claim settlement, they don't deserve 
to have control of this country. | 

Now when Raymond Yakeleya ~ 
speaking a little while ago he got a nice round of | 
applause when he spoke of the Dene nation and then 


said ,"We are Canadians." And then I suddenly got a 


sense after that that everything he said from there | 





on sort of fell on deaf ears. 

If the Indian people are | 
entitled to be a part of the Canadian nation,then it 
seems to me that we should play with them by the rules. 


The rules in this country, if I understand them right, | 





are that the majority of the people make the rules. | 
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I don't understand it any other way; if it is any othen 
way I'd like someone to tell me. It seems to me that 

if we want to live up in this country and we want to 
work up in this country, and they just happen to be the 
majority of people, then we're going to have to let them 
take over, and don't anyone tell me that the talent | 
LSanOt In, this. countey.to doit. 

Judge Berger, if you just 
think of the people that you've met since we left 
Yellowknife in April for the first community hearings 
and we haven't been in all the communities yet, but 


people like Paul Andrew, Raymond Yakeleya, Johnny 


Charlie in McPherson, many others, Richard: Nerysoo , 
James Wah-Shee is a man that's criticized, ridiculed. 
It's just. about six years ago 
to the day that I did an interview with James bneen nel 
and a couple of other young fellows and . some young 
girls, who had formed the Northwest Territories INdian. 


Brotherhood; and I think at that time if anything was 


ever needed, it was some sort of a native rights organ-_ 
eat LOD. Things have changed pretty fast since then , 
Somehow it seems to be a lot longer than six years, | 
but it's just six years ago; and Wah-Shee could barely 
speak the English language, and all that got him was more 
ridicule. | 
But he wouldn't be put down, | 
| 
He had more guts and determination than anybody in this 
room. 1S widling. to, give, himcredit. for, With that 


kind of guts and determination, you've got to make a 


go of it. I haven't heard Wah-Shee or anybody else 
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from the native organizations say if they got their 
way that they'll kick us all out of here because we're - 
not Dene, or any Suggestion of it, | 

I heard Claire Barnaby today 
say that white people -- I should correct that -- I 
heard Claire Barnaby today say that northern people 
should get control of the natural resources. Well, of 
course we should. But speaking for myselrt, “(7m at 
a minority and I've got the choice of either trusting 
these people or moving out, Speaking for myself, 
re Like to stick around, 

But we cant Nave controlrcoet 
the natural resources if we want it for ourselves, 
Native people are the majority on the Territorial 
Council at the moment, such as it is, and what limited 
power it does have. I think that's where it has to 
start, and I think we all must realize. You business men 
in this town -~- I don't know what sort of business or 
industry you're in, but let's assume for a minute that | 
perhaps one of you sell automobiles, Would you let | 
someone take a brand new automobile out of your. lot, 
Give them the keys, and Say, “Don t worry aboutric, 
Pry Fou CO: nuULrtsio, CON bt Urive 2t” Over JO" mites an 
nour,” lay down a few other rules and “when ‘you! get 
100,000 miles on Lt we Ti talk ™about*the prices” | 

T7don’t Ehink” you" would’ | 
It seems to me that's what you're asking these people 
to do. After we use the land, after we put the pipe- 
line down, we'll have a look and see how many bent 


fenders there are’ and then we'll’ talk* about’ a price. 
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We're divided in this country. 

I think we're divided more than ever before. One of 
the reasons w're divided, I believe, is a fear, a fear 
of the unknown, I believe a lot of white people fear 
native people. I1 know when I first came up here, to tha 
Rastern Acchiciiirec, Lotmied touaget touknowssome sof the 
Eskimo people, and they were open and very easy to pe 
to know. Then when I would go back into my own 
communs tye! d hind, mya tacesbheing sortwoft slapped) and 
tL becameythe subject; of; midicule,... So I became: Bact 
more timid before I would step out again to see some 
of my Eskimo neighbors, even though I liked them, 
ibinevesehad therguts: to,tace, that, ridicule ,mand 3) see 
that happening all the time and it's still happening 
towmey but Te don! teteal lyj cere. any. mores 

SO. Woet. latalk. of the fear wits 
a’ fear of the unknown and, it's. probably a natural 
fear because I. think white people just simply don't 


know native people. 


| 


Jethinks!l can tryyand explain | 
figomumy point of view and from what I've seen, some of the 
differences in culture. At least I can explain one 
Sacioy.of sthe storys, anded. canite lly you) whats l»sawyon 
the other side. I see native homes here inthe North-_ 
west Territories; now I don't suppose, to be quite 
honest» aboutidtsall, that myself, my wife or my family 
would want to live in any of,these: homes; because ;they i 
don't have a dish-washer and a chesterfield set and 


a kitchen table and a dining room table, and a bed for | 


aveny member of the: family, and. carpet, and all the 
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1/| ether niceties :thatsii senjoy..iim.locked:into.the 

»| SsvyetemetiatnalLim intose.Maybe.itis right. forme, it 

3 | doesn 't.meangitys,right fon.evyerybody. 

Pt But Judge, the day we went to 
5 | Old Crow Flats was quite an eye~opener, because in my 
Pa whole life I'd never seen an area so well-kept, so 


5 tidy. It was unbelievable,camp after camp after ee 
3 was the same, I put a cigarette butt on the ground 
9 | atwone camp and,a.lady.gave.me a dirty, look. 

4 | Ong the Ground,~and Inpicked itwupvand pubabtein :the 
eh firey The camps are immaculate because the camps 
are their homes, because the camps and the land 1s 
their way. The difference is night and day, I 
don't belong in the bush, so if I go for a weekend 
camping or a weekend fishing, my garbage is all over 
the pace. I don't even wash my plates. There were no 
dirty dishes on Crow Flats, and there were none in 

ee any..of the ,.other.camps. 

People here say they're 
pro-development and pro-pipeline, and we have to 
respect them for admitting it, But I seriously 
sy | wonder if the people of Norman Wells, or for that 
33 matter the people of Hay River orFort Simpson or 
so Yellowknife or «Inuvik ,,..and any .other place,along.the } 
pas | proposed routes, really know what they're getting | 
tg . jthemselves )inte. 

A pipeline down this country 
unless it's done right, in »smy-estimation,.will split 
19 ae country eee ee it.will tear it from,one end 


xy of the Mackenzie to the other and even you people who 
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want that pipeline will kick yourselves in the behind, 


In Alaska people invested fortunes waiting for the pipe- 


line. Some of them have made tremendous amounts of 
MONG, jANG sOEnCKS* are Still losing their shirts. They 
have trouble selling a half-dozen stove bolts to the 
pipeline builders, It's bigger than you can imagine. 
Did you ever see a billion dollars going in one shot 
in the side of one mountain? “At Valdez, a wice Little 
fishing port, mountains on three sides and the 

Pacific Ocean right there. A beautiful country, and 
the whole side of a mountain is being taken away for 


the end of the line. One billion dollars going into 


the side of that mountain. People who have lived in Valdez 


most of their lives are pulling out. The social pro- 
blems that are resulting are phenomenal. I couldn't 
beqgiiveco: tell you, but 1 .can eli vou thatryoul can 
Ping Olt eabout. 207. yOouscan reedvabout Tt, there “are oa 
number of magazines now which have very good articles 
on the Alaska Pipeline --"Time" magazine wrote a very 
good article; the "Edmonton Journal" carry items; in 


"True" magazine this month there is another very good 


item; the "New York Times", one of the people here fron 


the Inquiry ought to leave a copy that he has of the 


"New York Times" of a report that was done on Alaska, 


| 


and laid) tell. youydon't read it and say, they re Dlowing | 


Tenout wolf all proportions, -because they “re not, they're. 


Leming VOupgust exactly uwiat) it is ike, 
Lidocknow was little bit “about 
the news business and that's one story I covered that 


Vou just didnt have to stretch 1 uit uwvounhave to 
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do anything in order to get any kind of credibility, you 
have to play it down, because it's bad enough. a 
wouldn't want to ut into an open debate here with 
representatives of either Foothills or Canadian Arctic 
Gas, You people are worried about what's going to become 
of the construction workers when they finish their shift. 
Well, they say they will be kept in camp. Well, how 
are you going to keep them down on the farm after they've 
seen Norman Wells on a pay night? They'll be too | 
tired, they'll work 12-hour shifts. Well, I know what | 
happens with a lot of people who work 12-hour shifts 
day after day after day. They have to blow off a little 
bit of steam, so the harder you work the more the ten- 
sions build wp, the more you feel like a drink of 
cold whiskey and a warm woman, or the other way around. 
I spoke about trying to cash in 
on the developers, on the development. Already here to- 
night you have put across one story of the business going 
south, that story will become as common as the weather | 
forecast. But perhaps we're finally making some head- 
way on this land claim business , and on the Dene 
nation. Bob Blair has gone, has he? Well, Bob Blair 
said -- and I for one believe him -- that he sees 
things different now. He went to Fort Franklin -- or 
Fort Good Hope, he listened to 82 people, and he sees | 
this cl trerent, *diiterent to the extent Chat ne’ has 
agreed to puwil his survey crews out of Fort Good Hope 
and he says that he'll try and route the pipeline 
GLOUNIC « 


Now it seems to me that if one, 
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of the people who stand to lose the most is willing 
to bend that much, then it ought to be a lesson for 
the rest of the people in the Northwest Territories 
that we'd better bend, too. ‘You're in industry and 
you're in business and you're making money, that's 
OUr Way ‘and 1t”"s not. wrong: There's nothing wrong 
with making money, that's my way, too. 

But I think jit tus twrong to 
forever tell people that our way is right and our 
way is the only way, and to say that if they want to 
do their thing that they're wrong. GCumncoun try *s 
changing, and it"s changing®all over. I-don't hear 
too many people criticizing residents in townships or 
suburbs of Toronto and Montreal who are opposing 
gigantic airports and highways. A lot of people are 
beginning to reason that just because it's development it 
doesn't mean it's good, 

I'm afraid of the pipeline 
because, as I said at the beginning, because it may 
mean that I'll have to leave this country. If the 


economy takes off here the way it's done in Alaska, 


if rents go as crazy here as they've gone over there,i¢ | 


the price of food goes the same way, and clothing, and 
the economy starts turning itself end for end for end 
every month, gearing itself to wages that are running 
a thousand and $1,500 and Lord knows what they'll be 

withbinflation by the time this line ever gets started, 
and I'm stuck on a fixed income, I've got two choices: 
Either leave or go to work on the pipeline. After to- 


night’ I"m not sure they'd Hre® meianyway. 
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But seriously, I don't want 
to do anything but what I'm doing. I don't want to do 
it any other place, but the Northwest Territories, and 
I think there are a lot of others like me here in the 
north 5 

Just because it's development 
be doesit rea liy tan “e's good ?*1litrt’s dorfe steht, 
(and it has to be done right, I think), then it's another 
story, & Bute thik in “order todo DE right we're Going 
to“have to else the Gindtans'do-ak fant do’a lot’ oc Tt. 

I don't think we should mistrust them, and I don't 

think we should say that they can't do it. I mean 100k 
at what's been done already and look who's done it. 

Most of what's been done in the north already has been 
done by a bunch of Englishmen, and they did it from 
Ottawa, 

Mr. ‘Berger, r'think that: the 
most Significant piece of evidence that came out before 
you came away back at the beginning, and it was one | 
little tiny phrase, when the man said, 

"The pipe bends, they can bend it in the field 
and they can bend it leet, SigheW up- ox down.” 

Right now, if I: understand it 
right, we're locked into what I think is a very absurd 
system for building and costiig of pipeline. The gas is! 
sold in the south on the overall cost of the project, | 
and you need a certain reserve of gas of course in 
order to pay for it, to break even and then in turn to 
ae a probes. But if we assume, and to try and keep 


it simple and in round figures, some of the country logic 
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passed on by Mr. Gibbs of Foothills, if we assume that 
it takes 10 trillion cubic feet of gas to pay for a 
pipeline and by using that 10 trillion cubic feet it 
keeps gas in the south at a reasonable price current 
with world markets, and then 50 trillion cubic feet show 
up later, it sort of means that the next 40 trillion 

to me that go through the pipe are gravy. Certainly 
there's increased royalties, there's more income tax, 
there's this, that, and the other thing; but there 

are far greater profits for the company. I have 
trouble figuring out my monthly overtime cheques so 

I'm not going to try and suggest how we price this 

out, but it just seems to me that somehow that we 

ought to find out how much gas we have in the Mackenzie 
Delta or how much is coming from Prudhoe Bay, whatever 
line goes, how much the company should be allowed to 
make, and then take some of the rest and put the pipe 
whene it witL, cause: tne deast ham. Surely we can get out 
of the system that the way to do it is to build it the 
shortest distance between two points. That's the way 


it's done because that's usually the cheapest way. 





What is going to be the result, 
of. all :this.2,.t wouldn't care «to ipredict, but it iseems 
to me, Mr. Berger, that your recommendations on the 
social, the environmental, and the economic impact of 
a pipeline down the Mackenzie River Valley and all 
development that could come thereafter are going to 
have to go right down to the roots of our government and. 
ee it chomedadsh chins tworth¥okihe “aiijustices.«-that are 


happeningquémithestermritorics that I see as a result of 
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my work ought not to happen anywhere in this country. 
How can you people suggest that the Indians go to 
Economic Development and get aioan? They'd be better 
off trying to borrow it from their friends five bucks 
at a time. You know they can't get money. You know 
what happens when they go for it. 

I know of businesses, people 


trying to start a business, get a good offer on a busi- 


ness, go through the Indian Loan Fund of the Depart nent 
of Economic Development, and it gets bogged down in eed 
paper work and it stays bogged down, and it stays meee. 
down, and the man wants to sell his business and he 
wants to get going, and a white man comes along and 
says, “It seems like a good offer," goes to the bank 

and has the money three days later, and the guy didn't 
get it. There are a good many examples of that. Good 
little businesses, people who have already made their 
money, made their profit and are taking off, selling 
them, and it's happening. 

Somebody spoke today about 
$168 million in the Territorial budget. $20 pigklion | 
a year economic development, and still we've got no 
economic development. I think in eight years writing 
and reporting news in the Northwest Territories -- and 
this, I believe, will answer another question that's : 
been answered somewhere along the line -- in eight years 
writing and reporting news in the Northwest Territories 
the most astounding statement that we ever had on the 


air was Commissioner Stuart Hodgson when he proclaimed, 


"T am the government," 
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and he says it to this day. 

The Dene nation, as it now 
calls itself, wants to change that. I don't under- 
stand if they're after some form of provincehood. You 
look at the other ten, that may not be the best 
answer Sines: but you see that's the only system that 
we know, lTlaybe they can come up with a better answer 
for a form of provincehood or a form of government. 
But if Mr.Hodgson can say, "I am the government" and 
we do nothing about it, I don't think we've got any 
ypVghit to criticize anyone else who is trying it; or to 
criticize their means. 

Aa I said at the beginning, 
I'll probably get some criticism myself for being now 
anti-pipeline, but I can still do my job. co. arget 
the criticism, or even if I get some discipline I'm 
prepared to take that chance, too, because I think I 
ought to stick with my convictions, I think you know what I 
mean, being a lawyer you can feel one way inside and 
do your best the other way. 

But I'd like some of the 
people to listen to some of the things that I've said. 
I think "we'We all got to start thinking, and I think 
we've got to be honest with ourselves if we're going 
to make it work up here. There is one other alternative, 
and it's open to every one of us. We can get on the 
mainliner; but the Dene people have no mainliner. 
They have no place to go back to. That's one thing I 
ninth most of us here have, some place to go back to. 


We may like it up here better but at least we've got a 
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LI choice. Thank you, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr. 
Fraser. 
, | 7 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Anyone 


else who wishes to make a statement this evening? 


al 


MR. MUSKRAT: Mr. Berger, is it 


- possible that anybody can make a statement here without 
prejudice? 
‘| THE. COMMLOSTLONE Rs, Yes, 
MR. MUSKRAT: I would just 


Ig bke to. sav. —— 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, take 
a seat, if you wish, sir. 
re MR. MUSKRAT: I don't care 
to take a seat, thank you. I'd like to stand and 
face the people as I am, 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
Could you give .us your name? 

MR. MUSKRAT: Muskrat, Gordon 
Muskrat, 

THE COMMISSIONER: And would 
you mind if we ask you to take the oath, as everyone 
else has done? 

MR. MUSKRAT: If it is without 
7 prejudice. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think if 
Notmswear to tell the truth, that's the end of if. and 
we then have to rely ~- pardon me? 

| MR... MUSKRATs Twill, swear 
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GORDON MUSKRAT, sworn. 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I've 
listened with some interest for some great length of 
time over the past in the things that have been said 
in the Northwest Territories concerning the Indian 
people, and with no prejudice whatsoever I would 
really be interested as to how many true Indian people 
exist in the Northwest Territories t7yho do not have the 
same blood as myself, white? Therefore I would cer- 
tainly ask you to bear in all evidence within your 
Own mind beyond any sentiment which you can't eat, and 
without any prejudice, and without any hypocracy, you 
would think that this country is becoming terribly 
divided with our bilingual situation in Quebec, which 


I come from Ontario 30 years ago. I've been in the 


construction business in the western provinces and the 


Northwest Territories for 30 years, I have seen the 
evidence of liquor and all the other things that these 
people suffer; but I would ask you to bear in mind 
tars Ohefparticilarthing;sthat withithis splitting 
down of the feelings of people through first,unions, 
the Indian situation, the bilingual situation, and 
many other things that I've heard, I've heard the 
gentleman just say, we are in fear. We certainly are 
rnmtear. 

If you remember Beverley 
Baxter in the years when I was just a youngster and 


many of you weren't born, he was trying to tell the 
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world we were facing war. We are a weak, rich nation, 
and if we do not get our feet underneath us and see 
eye to eye, we might Still and yet be working in some- 
thing that is a similarity of a salt mine somewhere, 
whether we like it or not, if we agree or we don't 
agree we'll be there together. We'd better think 
unanimously in the welfare of this country. 

We could be taken over by at 
least two powers that I know of in 20 minutes. Keep 
this in mind, if we keep fighting and messing around 
we'll be facing just that. Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank yau, 
Mr. Muskrat. Is there anyone else who would care to 
make a statement this evening? 

Well, I think then that we 
will close our hearing here in Norman Wells, and I 
want to thank all of you for the statements that you 
have made, and I want to say that my job is to listen 
to each of you and to learn from each of you, and I 
think I have learned from each of you. I think that 
many of you said things that it was difficult for you 
to say, and it took courage for many of you to say the 
things you said; but I want you to know that I have 


found the hearing here in Norman Wells one that has 


‘ made a contribution, an important contribution to the 


work of the Inquiry. 


I want to make it clear that 


I am here to see that you get a fair hearing. Somebody 


said that you have been, studied and studied, and Studied 
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ONE. Witte Sar ney bere Os Re PN Ree Ed, 
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URNABY 2, 6B. « 


again. Dem nerenco Lindsout what you. think, to fing: } 
out what your opinions are about this projectthat the 
pipeline companies are proposing for the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon, I will, when I have held 
hearings in the communities, in each of them likely to 
be affected if a pipeline is built, when I've completed 
the formal hearings at Yellowknife I will make my 
report and recommendations to the Government of Canada 
for it is the Government of Canada that will -- must 
decide whether a pipeline is to be built, and if one is 
to be built, whether it is Arctic Gas or Foothills that. 


should be given the right to build it, 





The purpose of this hearing 
has been to enable you to participate in the Inquiry, 
to assist me to ensure that the Inquiry has the views 
of all of the people who live here in the north. 

So thank you again, and we'll | 
adjourn the Inquiry now until the Inquiry re-convenes 
in Whitehorse on Monday morning at ten o'clock, and 
I think there is coffee here, and though it's none of my 
doing that it's here, I invite you all to remain and 


have a cup. Thank you again. 





(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 11, 1975) 
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